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To the Readpr. 


Heſe two following Letters, 
written by a Gentleman to 
his Son at the Univerſity, 

came to my hand, without any os 

ther notice whoſe they were, then 
that they were the fincere dclires 
of a country Gentleman,to the Heir 
of his Family at the Univerſity ; 
and by {cme Circumſtances of their 
conveyance to me, i-had ground to 
believe the Gentleman was of the 

Welt z 1 was dehired to read them, 

and Tull conf.(s,the more I read, | 

I was ever the better ſat:fiid, 

You have nct here any thing of 
gaudy language, nay,nor that gay- 
ety and quaint neatneſs of expreſfi< 
on,that js ſo much the ſtudy of the 
men of this Age, who love to ap- 
pear abroad in tle Worid, And 
therefore you may be ſure, the Au- 
thor had uot the publiſhing ! of them 
1n his viewgtizey being drefied up 


by 


To the Readex, 


by h1m,as the private paternal Ad-1, 


vices of a Father to his Son. 


Nor will you find here any thing © 
as to the Subje&t of what is writ, þ 
but what you have very well dif- ( 


courled of by many who make it 


their del1gn, to treat of the Educa- 4} 


tion of youth ; But if you do ſeri- 
ouſly contider the fincerity of the 
Author, you ll find in all his words 


home deeper ConviRtions,of the ſo- 
lidity and moment of the Advices 
givenzthan if they were ſet off with 


more delicate words,they come from 


a country Gentleman,by whom fo- 
lid Truth, in a plain Dreſs, and Re- 
ligion 1n a ſimple primitive Garb, 
1s more valued, than with a pom- 
pous ceremonious Attire, 

It hath rendered theſe Letters 


more dear to me,that therein I find 
a wonderful contexture, of the deep- 


eſt impreſſion of Religion, and an 
honourable 


Q 


l 
a weighty Ingenuity, that will bear « 
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To the Reader. 
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d honourable concern, for all the 


points of true G2Jlantry ; with what 


8 care and ſolicitude doth he preſs 
it, home, the ſerious minding ot ſoul 
l- concerns, and of an Eternity that 
It goth approach us all, as if that were 


- © 
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the only thing to be minded by us, 
yet with ſuch vigorous endeavours 
of preparing for,and the managing 
theaffairs ofa preſent life, as 1f his 
Scn were always tohve. 

How truly noble is it, to ſee 
a Gentlewan #uJle wainly con- 


cerned to entail the Grace of 


God to his Poſterity, as heis 
to leave it the opulency ofa For 
tune,and honor of a Famiiy. lf the 
Authcrhad been a Minilter of the 
Goſpel, what is writ, had paſſed as 
an ordinary efte&t of faithfulneis, 
and diligence in his Employ - but 
being from a Gentleman, hvirg it 
ſeems upon his private Forture at 
honie, the Words ate tobe the more 

repairacd; 


To the Reader. 


regarded, ard the perſun more e- 


ſteened. A Miniſter preacheth the f 


Goſpel, from the Precepts and Pro- a 


miſes in the Word of God; this 
Gentleman, with a ſuitable regard 
to the Word,and the preached Go- 
ſpel, doth evidence the reality and 
life of Religion, by his own expes 
rience and practice, and therefore 
preſſes it on his Son. 

That calmneſs in his temper, when 
betreats of matters cf Religion,and 
of the Government of the Church, 
15 worthy of all imitation, and gives 


an irrefragable demonſtration, that : 


theremay be a Presbyterian, and 
thatin the Welt of Scotland, that 
hath a ſuitable eſteem of worthy 
men,of differing Perſwaſtons 3 and 
Wioare more concerned about the 
life and kernel of Religion, then ei- 
ther the husks or ſhells, though they 
be the Safe-guards and Ornaments 
of the ſamezand though this Gentle- 
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To the Reader. 


- man lived in a Country, and-mani- 
e feſts a Perſwaſton 3 that without 
- all queſtion he was a ſharer.jn the 
F: Sutterings, that were for ſo long 
d a time, wrapt about theſe of his 
p Country, and pertwaſion ; yet the 


d whele of his Letters, are fin trom 
- publick reſentment, or revenge, 
. 


I reckon it no (mall Glory, that 
as that part of the Kingdom, mn a 
ſpecial manner, had it Br their lot 
(and ſubmitted to it cheerfully, 
> even thoſe of the beft quality ) to 
s fuffer for the Intereſts of Religion, 
t and were eminent for faithfulneks 
| therein « ſo now when Gud is plea- 
4 
| 


ſed, by a marvellous caſt of His 
own Right-nand, to give a mercts 
ful change of Providencesz That 
there are found jn that Country, 
Gentlemen of Note, as vigoroufly 
toad and doin their Stations, to 
adorn Religion by their PraGtiſes, 
and commend it by their Precepts, 


www ' 


To the Reader, 


and endeavour to tranſmit the ſame 
to poſterity z and it is to'mea very 
encouraging Token, for good to 
this Church and Kingdom, that 
as God is pleaſed to raile up Inſtru- 
ments 10 the Church, and to grant 
acceſs to his moſt faithful Servants, 
to preach the Goſpel, ſo he is ſpi- 
riting and ſtirring up ſome of other 
qualities, and employs, to preſſe 
home ſerious ſeeking of God, and 
manly Keltgions 

If perſons of all ranks, were ſui- 
tably concerned in their ſouls ſtate, 
and taken up with the {ludy of a 
perſonal Reformation, and were 1s 
mitating this worthy Gentieman in 
ſuch tertous advice<,and laying ſuch 
ties on their Poſterity, to give 
themſelves unto Geod, as you ſee he 
does, the Reformation of a Church 
and Nation, would have greater 
advance, and would be a more 
cheertul- work to: the Governours 


of 
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To the Reader. 
of Church and State, then many a 
time they find it. 

I nothing doubt, when with a 
ſeriouseye you haveperuſed theſe 
Sheets, and how much maſhe rea» 
ſon and religion you find, you will 
allow of my recommencing the 
peruſal thereof to all, and ia a ſpe- 
cial manner to the Youth at Unt- 
verſiites: the Advices here con- 
tained, thoughnot at firſt deligned 
for you, arevery ſuitable to you, 
and calculat for your ſtation and 
age, and It may be my recommens- 
dation will go the further with you, 
that you only know that 1 am, 


Your ſincere wellwiſher, 
and humble veruvant, 


oo — 


The Printer to the Reader. 


Conpteous Reader, 


He writer of theſe Sheets, having is 
ſeems, partly for h1s more eaſy com- 
prebending thereof, and partly (at 18 
ſaid in the Letter here ainced ) of its berng 
done, without any exatFneſi upon (everdl pie= 
ces of Paper, as the Subjeth occurred, written 
the ſame in Paragrapht; in the printing they 
ae numbred, withſime 1::ention of adding an 
Index, for the more ready prding the vertues 
exhorted to, or rhe vices dehorred: But the 
Par agr aphs being (3 [hart, and the B1»b of that 
bulb, as the whote may 52 ſo eaſily perujed, it 
Is not done ; and the Writer his nit attending 
the Preſs. and want of exattneſs in the write 
ten Co;v, has occaſioned Errors in the printing, 
there berng in ſome places words wanting, and 
in others, words that 6ught to b: delet, ſomes 
times one word for another, of Le:ters wants 
Ing, of added, which makes witdt ovght to be 
the Piural Number, the Singulit, or the Sins 
gilar the Plurar, and th: Pointing in mary 
places, as may occa on Tf not being rightly read, 
y-r the miRubes being ebyious to the judicious, 
Jhatl ſpare the trouble of ging anz artieales 
acceunt tre Efrataicy | cared ifat nit only the 
Epijile recomm:n1ins the reaiing theſe Sheers, 
but th3 own peru! vill axtisfiet 
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The Printer to the Reader. 


not be thrown away; and now wh'lft they are 
printirg there is come to my hand ſix Letters, 
from a Gentleman to his Neighbour, which alc 
* bett the Anthoy of either the Advice, or Lete 
fers, be Unknown to mrs yet | apprehend both 
t05e done by one hand ; and ſince the Subjed 
.CAl grve off ence to nore, and ihe cenſ:de) ation 
thercof, may be uſcſul to ſtir up Gentlemen and 
ethe!s,t0 Correſpond nce of 11 ar nature, and 
may ( beſides the d. vt (inn in reading thereof) 
be helpful f oy direfFion in ſome Occurrences : 
I preſume their adding to the bu/k «f this liitle 
Boob will not be gradged at, 1 harr ſome 
Information, there are more of this bind write 
ten; if they come to thy hand before the impreſ» 
fron be finiſhed, and he ſuch as tneſe ave, they 
ſhall be added, and 1 have confidence my doing 


thereof, will not be reſented, 
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S1r, 


what I wrote as advice to my Son pub- 
liſhed, might juſtly be repute centura- 
ble,and an Aion not only conceitedly 
fooliſh,but impudent ; yea, it might be thought 
ſtrange, that any of my Capacity and Literature, 
thould allow, any thing written by them- 
ſelves, be defign'd for publick perufal. What I 
did therein to my Son, was not from any ſenfe of 
his wanting in many books which may be eafily 
had,better ard m.cre pertinent Dire&1ons tending 
to his temporal ard eternal " ell-being, then 1x 
was poſſible ter me to give him;z but having 
at ſometimes, as the Aﬀicns of others and my 
own have giver me cccaſion, obſcrved what. I 
ought to be LVuty or reprchend:bie therein, F 
did conſider thereupon, <nd thought my particu- 
jar direaing thereot to him, might bc to his Ad- 
vantage , not becauſe 6t any Excellercy therein, 
but that it being trom his Father, ard writtcn to 
himſelf, he might be induced to the more fert- 
OUus and profitable pcru:ai thereot : for { have 
often obſerved, that in hearing the Werd preach- 
£d, or havins otier publick Meatis of Inftruett- 
on, every one 1s apt to hear or read of Dutics 
preſſed, as if they were the concernment of their 
Neighbour, and not their cwn ; v hich has made 
me much prize Miniſters diligence, in viſiting 
Families and Catechifing; what p<ins at rheſe 
A OCCALIONS 


M Y yieldirig to your Inclination, to have 


E241] 
\ / 
occaſions ipoken to poor peopie, they do uſual: 
more ſerioully attend tnereuntoz1t 15 ltke,you cal 
not upon perutins !t again, but ſee how unreaton 
ble and unneceſſary vour deſire 15,and be ſenſib| 
that its uncorrefneis would make you aſhame 
to own' an Intereſt therein ; nor do I know at 
thing could be an Argument for printing therec 
except that the Advices therein, having {as 
{hall acknowledge ) ſome Endeavours to perſwat 
to, at left ſome Duties doth come from one, u 
titted many ways for doing thereof ; for ſom 
times what of this nature 1s pertinently preſſed | 
any judicious and learned Miniſter of the Golſpe 
_ or any elſe otherwiſe of known Parts 15 hearc 
but curſorly ; whereas ſomething of the far 
Nature, coming from one not expedted, 1t m: 
. ©ccaiion a particular Retle&ton, and thereby © 
tice the Hearers to apvily it to them(ſeives: I ha 
fince I had your defire read 1t over aga! 
but with little intention of betterins it, not th 
F am inſenfi>le of its need to be corrected, to! 
fink I have never at any tine read it over, 
any part thereof, but | faw in 1r incohefion, wa 
of Graminar, and much Uncorrenets ; and 1 
vin upon picces of Paper { at ſeveral times 45 t 
SubjeR hath occurred ) written 1t to be of ler, 
uſe to my Clulyrcn, the Dire&ions therein a” 
not Methodically fet down, and beins witno 
conſider2tion of what I had aiready done, ast 
Matter thereof hath occurr's © wo, not witho 
Repetitions, and will mu%o 0 yy fo any Jud 
cious Reader. the fooiily Arrogance or preten 
ins any thing ſo written for publtcr reaging, a 
ſometimes my Pen beyond winat was Compete 
tome, or, it may be, what might fe Much) vie! 
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CI 
to my Chi!dren, hath run out upon iome Sir 
ie, and in Taxing of ſome Proteflions : but a- 
the full and ovyerilowins fenſe of their Praftice 
lcd me to it, ſo it yet makes me with, that theſe 
ina Capacity to ds it, would not only hold 
forth, but by ſuitable Means prevent PraCtiſes io 
much prejudicial to Society. I do contels that 
the ſmalleſt of books ( when done with ſeriouſ- 


ne(s) preſſing Duty are moſt uſeful, for ſeldom 


are books of any Bulk read over, and I could 


wiſh, ſome fitted for that Work, would do ſome- 
thing in ſuch Terms as might engage to the read- 
ing thereof; not that there 1s want of abundance 
of books of that nature, but the Novelty and Suc- 
cinFneſs of what might be prefled, would be 
helpful to induce to a ſerious peruſal. There is 
indeed great need of (ſuitable Dire&tons againſt 
cur felfſh ſinful Inclinations, for 1t 1s obvious, 
that ſelf is tne Devil's great Engine to deſtroy 
Soul 22d Body: yea Covetouſneſs, and almoſt 
every otner Vice, procecds trom that Root : and 
as tho Devil and Corruption within us, makes e- 
very vitious Habite to have tome appearance, Cl- 
ther of its beins neceilar, or of the Vertue that 
!5 moſt oppofite thereto ; fo the Covetons, are 
apt to commtrutt their Aﬀtions only to be irugal - 
t is true, being careleſs of what Providence tryits 
us with, or Laviſh, or Exorvitant in ufins there- 
of, ?s not only againſt the Command of God, 
but 1s often accompanicd witn an otherwiſe finful 
and vitious Lite ; yet are the Cevetous as groſly 
Faulty, and the loly Spirit of God in the Scrip- 
tures, doth plainly declare his Abhorrence there- 
of : I could wiſh fome Pen, fitted for that Work, 
would dire Manzind prieweny and ſuccin&tly, 
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to underſtand the true middle betwixt theſe Ex 
trems, and let them ſee that as unconcerned anc 
prodiga! ſpending 1s very unallowable, ſo 1s anx1 
ous Caring tor things of this World and the love 
| thereof, as much fo ; for the Generality do's ſa 
#15fy themſelves in this, rhat if they ſeek afte: 
but what 1s their own, and that by no unlawful 
worldly Means, ( which 1s a length the moſt part 
comes not to ) they apprehend not the inconve: 
utency of doing it with too much 1ntentneſs, not 
tinat any can be too careful in their lawtul Cal. 
{1ng, 1t 1t encroach not upon therr other Duties. 
but where either the having or lofing of Money, 
or any worldly Goods, does further influet.ce us, 
then the procuring, our valuing them not < 
much for their own worth, as that they come 
from God to be uſed at his Dire@&1on, it 15 ſure- 
Ty unallowable; and when they are loſt, we are 
not to grieve for the want thereof, but to ſearch 
our ways,and to acknowledze our fins, as the true? 
cauſe of every croſs Diſpenſation that betalls us : 
and neither to rejoyce in the having of temporal 
Goods, but as they are the marks of hits love, 
nor to be cuncern'd at the loſs or want thereot, 
but in fo far as it proceeds from his Diipleaſure, 
becauſe of Sin; yea, fometimes 1s want more be- 


hoveful to ſfinivl man, then a full enjoyment ; - 


and ſurely God will make good that Promiſe, of 
turning all his Diſpenſations for the beſt, t9 them 
that love. and fear him, It is to be wiſhed, that 
if ſome little Peece were publiſhea, fome ſhort 
Directions to every fate of Mankind, Nobiiity, 
Gentry, and Commons, for none living upon 


Earth, but are to do what may be faid to be their 
Caluns, and the Greateſt of Mortals will at the. 
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Great Day of Account ſee their Miſery, in not 11. 
r1119 up to itz neither are they, nor theſe of the 
moſt mean and low Condition, exempted from 
Puty towards God, themſelves, thetr Neighvour, 
their Relations, and their Servants, I tell you it 
15 beyond my Capacity, to hold forth the ſame as 
may be convincing 3 it 1s true, to willing Lear- 
rers, they deperains humbly upon God tor Dt- 
re&tioti, chr Duty will be very obvious, and 
their Adv/ntage oi doings thereot 15 not only great 
to ali Eternity, but even whileſt 1n the World, 
the ſerene P:oce of Conſcience and entire de- 
pending upon God, and expecation of being 
bleticd eternally by Fit, is incomparably valu-. 
able, beyond ail that wretched men can propoſe 
to themſcives, by following the Dittars ot their 
corrupt 2nd wiciced Inclirations 3 ind.:cd almoſt 
all Mankind may be {jd to hve witnovi '1e tenſe 
or Gods Ecing, and thit they arc andoubrtedly 
to rec..ive from Him, cither the *-ntc.c0 ot chetr - 
beins torgiven and accepted ©f, in, and f5r 
Chriit's iake, or that of bems ro deed miUle- 
rable with the Deviis to all Eteri.ity : or 4cne- 
raliy doth Igeorarnce ahead, and Wh are But a- 
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and wh:re there is {07 meatoro 0f Nrow YEE, 
Corruption doth fo fir prevent. = there ar 1cw 
that i1ves up to it,” and all procofſing the igivives 
to be Chriſtians, may Þ:: conf;-1. 000 as the tut * 
are elther cpenly prophane. and he wever with 
thetr mouth they proteſs, yet in their prz@tiie 
they deny their beliefof God ; or ſuch as 1fys 
they do, and ſeems to believe and rely upon God 
tor. Mercy, or ſuch as trom a true ſenſe and feeiins 
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of tneir fin, fiies with all their heart to God 11 
Teſus Chrift, as the only Sanfvary for Sinners : 
of the laſt of which, there 1s ſurely the leait num- 
ber;the difficulty of truly coming to Chriſt, being 
Sreater then tne moſt do conceive, for 1h doing 
thereof,a Sinnor muſt firſt have a heart-rea! ſenſe 
and feeling of its !oft Condition,and 5eing fully {a- 
tisfed and convinced of 1ts own unworthineis and 
Inability to aty good in at; humility, og entire- 
ly to throw it {eif in thc Arias of the merettul $a- 
viour of Sinners, who:ie Biood 1s only able to 
purge from Guilt ; and thiz cvery Sinner may be 
tally convinced of, tiiat it can never leek or come 
to Chriſt acceptably, but as it ſees it (elf loſt and 
indone, beyond all pofithility of help witnout 
Him: and albeit our vtmott endeavour to per- 
jorm religious ard mora! Duties, muſt not be 0- 
mitted, yet muſt there be a full Convition, 
that as it 15 poſſible for us to periorm them, they 
avail nothing in our Acceſs to God, I remember 
to have read one ſaying, when thou comeſe to Chriſt 
in Faith, thou muſt leave beiiind thee thy own Righ- 
teouſneſs, and bring nothing but thy Sin, O | that 1s 
hard, leave bchind all thy Holineſs, San&tfica- 
tion, Duties, Humblinrs, Gc. And brings notluns 
but thy Wants and Mtterics, elſe Chriſt is not 
fit for thee, nor thou for Chriſt, Chriſt muſt be 
a pure Redcemer and Mediator, or Chriſt and 
thou will never agrce: and the ſame Perion. 
"when preſling to a true nd cordial Beieving 
in Chriſt, ſays to Belicvins, there muſt £8 a 
clear oonviction cf Sin, and of the Merits Of the 
Blooa of Chriſt, and of Chriſt's willinsnet: to 


SavVe;upon thus contideration,only that thou art a_ 


Sinner, I ſeem herein to exprefs to you, my 
jen: 


> af 


= at 
ſcnie of the need of ifomething ai rcQting Man. 
kind, by tome norT Ruics to the'r Duty towards 
God. their Neighbour, and theinKeives ; and has 
lard, that the nov elty and ſuccinnets of it, 
might induce toa perutal thereot, in which you 
734V Jang y tax ime of Imprudcnce,ior as the word 
Noveiry 15 1M Proper TO ſuch a Subje&, 10 YOu 
may alieage there 15 aircady mucli written, that 


Giretts to Duties, of which 3 ain ſenſible + but t! icy 


being either enlarged upon, or Gone 10 other 

VWrITGSs, whereby the bi -evity that 1s taking to 
the moſt cf Ned cp 1s Wantins, and tor what I 
tive feen 1 little Rooks containing Matters of 
tits 11! i, tiLzre 15 1s c1th In aJparcert inditierciuce, 
1 dircctins to reitgiovs Duties, or at leaſt the 
Wait Ct life and zeal i principaily cndeavourins 
Go rl ciory, as It Ivins fo as miont gain wortd- 
! \ Repute, Were molt ro Le defired, But I hear 
of other Picces which are not come to my hand, 

particularly one done by an Englith Marqueſs, 

and an-ther ſad to be Areyls; and 1t1n theſe, or 
1n toime cthers already printed, which I have not 
{een, that Want be not made up; 1 think there 
Wants not Reaſon to induce verſ-rs qualttied 3 

yet to give {me briet Diretions therccinent, for 
ſurely the moſt of Mankind do's generally by tnelr 
Converie declare, that the Laws o: God are not 
the Rule of their Waik, wich is much tc be la- 
mented; for ;t trail man c2uld guard aga'nſt Core 
ruption, and live acc2ro:ng to the Rules in the 
Goſpel, an WE ty (5 couftitute, would be to 


ail Degrees ot Perions defireable, almoſt beyond : 


Seay. Compretention, Eut having exceeded 
Bounds in this I etter tz vou, 1 ſnall onl y add, 
that l do ſincerciv with, there may be pretled 1n 
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wme ſnort Diretions what may be uſeful, and 
that God by his Holy Spirit accompany the ſame, 

and the Endeayours of Godly men in books al- 
;eady written, that in this Age,amd in theſe Lands 
may be fulfilled that Propheſy, If. 11. 8, 9. And 
the ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of the Af, and 
the weaned child ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice- 
den: And They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my 

holy mountain ; for the earth ſhall be full of the "vl 


ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea. 
T am, Sir. 
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A Fathers Advice 
ro his Yon. 


Son, 


However unfit I am for the Diſcharge *f the Duties n+ 
cumbent to a Parent, yet have I upon my Heart a 
ſenſe of the Obligation T ly under, ta endeavour 
with all my Strenzth your wellfare in this World, 
but eſpecially to all Eternity, which has made ime 
reſolve in theſe following Lines,to ſend you ſme Ad 
vice and Dire@tions in oraer tc 3t. 


to know, that your end of living, 1s un- 

doubtedly the Glory of God your Maker, 
and Redeemer,and you are called to miis1m+ 
ploy no part of your time, but to live 1n every 
thing, as minding you arc ever in God's ſ1Sht and 
preſence. Your Duty hoiden forth in his blef- 
ſed Word, elpecially in the New Teſtament, 
by our Lord, and his Apoſtles, is beyond 
Exception, the moſt rational and conveni- 
ent, even for the well-beins of \Soctety, and 
good of Mankind in the World, and tar pre- 
terable to the beſt of Rules and Laws that ever 
were given by any man, or Sccietie of men. T 
ſhall forbear writing of many things which 
might occur to me, and docs intreat your whole 
-vnveriation may evidence the beliet of your 
A 5 Bens 


B- now paſt your Childiſh years, you are 


its of 


( 2 J 
Feing, t5 appear velbre the Tribunal of God 
in Judgment, and ſhall recommend your being 
careful of ſome few things in your Walk, Firſt, 
towards God, Secondly, Towards your ſelf, and 
Tnirdly, Towards on Netzhbours, You are 1n 
all you do, to reſpe& the Glory of God, there 
beins no aGion of your ite, but it truly ought 
to be done to that end, We are with all care- 
tulneſs to avoid every thing ſinful, and to goa- 
bout even the moſt indiffercnt of ovr Concerns, 
in cbedicnce to his Command, Love to him be- 
ins the Motive, and his Glory the Aim of al! 
we do; wherefore make Conſcience of ſeekins 
of God, firensth enabling you to every Duty, l 
ſhall not, nor am I fitted to enlarge upon what 
m1sht | 22 ſaid to what is Duty, ans ſhati raco- 
wry d your reaging praRical Pieces oi Divinity; 
but above alli,be ina conſtant and humble depen: 
dence upon God for 11s Grace,enaviing you to 
{ſerve him. and ſeek forChriit's fake a broken heart. 
and ſtrengt az:rit every Corruption : Cry with 
earneſtnets, t: za7 _Yoa never be leit to ttic power 
Ot your WIC nw :1f, and beware ct (ceing any 
Merit in wat evcr is poſſible tor you to do, for 
only 1n Chr! ſt i is Your ACCeptarice 1th God, 
Son, wt I am writing waat occurs to me 
your duty Gog-ward, L am ſenſible it may be 
ruly ſaid to be Guty towards your ſelf, tne Sal- 
wg of your Soul (© not of Merit, but Frce- 
Erace ) beins what 1s nd theret2, 
_— your heart 11] ed \ 71th fait 1n God 
and his Son Chrift Jeſus, and love t3 him, and 
the fear of N15 hol5 Name, {eck not to ſatishe | 
your fhailow Reaſcn, in divine things ; but as 
vie Apoſtle reauires, 2 £97; 10, 5. Cotins aw: 
Iain 


5 

gina Sane Cuer) high thing that exalteth it [2!] 
againit rhe l-:0pleage 9 God, and bringing int9 CiaÞ- 
tivit ery thought unto the obeatence of Chrijt, Fer 
to £1ve your Ailcnt, meerly upon a ſentible or 
rational Lemonitration, 1s no divine faith,and tru- 
ly to be jeve ina divine {cnie,ts to a.ient to a Pre- 
poſition,upon the credit ot tne Reveiactun,thuugh 
we cannot make it out by our Reaſon. And this !5 
+5 have our thoughcs brought 1nto Captivity, unt:; 
tte Obedicnce of Chriſtztor mans reaſon being cor- 
rupted by Adam's tall,it ob;ett; againit ſeveral Ut- 
vine Pcopoſitions, Saying,how can one be three! 
2nd rhree one ? How could the divine and hu - 
mane Nitgre unite in one Portion ? How can 
the Dead riſe? Theſe and whac cite are avuvc 
r Reaivi.,and contained in the biejled Werd of } 
G8, are to be believed, becaulc ailerted ti:cre- 
12, and at all times our hearts oughtto be it'd 
with Love to God, and h1!s Sun our Savicur and 
Redcemer, whom we are to love with ail our 
Soul, with all cur Mind ,and with all our ſtrength, | 
for whatever in Creatures may be a Motive to | 
love as Goodnels, Power, kindneſs, Veracity | 
Wc. Are in cur beited God in an unſpeakab.e 
ſuperiative degree 53 He !s uf infiaite $o0dicts 
and exccllencie, and tnere 1s nothins Socd in} 
tne wor d,but what hati received all its Gooducis| 
rom him, and he 15 w-nderiully Kind and Mer+ 
Citul to Souls and Bodies of p5or Strners 3 Has 
v:ns, when mileravic Man kad ioft himfelt, by 
Gnnng acainft his Cemmand, offered that wor 
deriul way of fatisryiug Divine Juſtice, by ſend 
ing nis Son to the world, wid took upon hin 
the nature of frail Man, ata ſutcred that ſhame} 
f;': deat cf the Croſs, and ail to ſtind berwi xt 
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Sinners and Juftice. . And are not our Bodies 
ſ\upplyed with all good things we enjoy through. 


his care and providence? 


2, Make Conſcience of living as in the fight of . 


Him, the only living and true God,betore whoſe 
Tribunal you muſt appear, to gtve an Account 


. of your A&ions. Be diligent, having Faith - 
with Knowledge, and attention of Mind, 1n read- 
ing the Scriptures, and ſeek of God,and depend 


upon him for his Holy $pirit enabling you to 
that and every Duty.l have from my experience 
obſerved, that being up late at night, and ly- 


mg a Bed in the morning, are a hinderance of 


tne Duties required of us 3 for not only has God 
appointed the Night for reſt and !leep, and the 
Day for Exerciſe, but you will find the advan- 
tage of making uſe of the Morning for your 
wht Devetica, and that (o early as you may 

ave convenient and uninterrupted time for the 
performance thereof, before either . Bufineſs or 
Companie may have the occaſion of tempting 
you to a Diverſion. You will fad David's praRiſe 


1n tne th. Pſalm. and 3 v. In the MIYning O Lyrd, 


will I dire my prayer unto thee, and will I1þ up, 
3. Theend of your living being Gods Glory, 
your laſt thought at night, and firſt in the mor- 
ning ought to be of God. Think with feriouſ- 
neſs of your own miſery tnrough your Original 
and Adual Sin, and of the unexpreſible Good- 
peſs. and Mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt to you 
ind every. loſt Sinner, that ſhall have grace t 
lay. hold on him, inand by Chriſt, And whe® 
you ariſe, endeavour by meditation to brinft 


i! your heart toſucha Frame, as may nt you fog 


iraving nar $0 God 3 Whoajbeit he be mercir 


&. 2”, 
S. ful, yet is the greatand only God altogether 
... ' unaccefſible to finners not coming to him, in 
and through Chriſt. And turely an Ignorant, 
'. Wandering, Unbelieving and hardned Heart has 
no ground to expett Accels to God in Chriſt 
wur Lord, You would ſtirr up your ſelf, not 
only to Prayer in the morning, but to reading 
ſome part of the Scriptures; and I do adviſe 
- you, when firſt you do retire your ſelf, atter 
you have endeavoured by ſome ſuitable Mediat1- 
on,to bring up your heart to an awfull $enſe of 
- the preſence of God, to whom you are about to 
dare to fpeak, that you fall down upon your 
. Knees, and lifting up your heart to God, in ſome 
few and ſuitable words, ſeek to him with ear- 
neſtneſs for Grace,enablins you to read his Word 
arizht, and ſuitably to put up your defires in 
prayer, and whenever you do pray, always ex- 
preſs your thankfulneſs, and magnifie the Name . 
of God, for his Mercy to loft Sinners 1n Jeſus 
* Chriſt; then read a portion of Scripture, as you 
nnd convenient to ſtint your felt to: I think it 
x0utd not be amiſs, you did every morning read 
a Pſalm er wo, and an Chapter of the 
new or old Teftaments, as you have read 
through the Pſalms, you would begin again and 
:n1nk 1t not too much, if you ſhould read them 
1 thouſand times, and for the old and new 
Teſtament, there 15s no part of either ought to be 
omitted ; but eſpecial:y you would read the new 
Teſtament and the erophets, and for the hiſto- 
cal part of the Bible, T think 1t not fo neceſſary, 
that you do ſo often read it. After your read- 
.,,1Ng, endeavour to enlarge your ſelf in Confef- | 
flon and .Prayer to God, and lift up your heart . 


not 


— 


not only in a genera! acknowiedsment ofliis mer. 1 
cies, but in particularly acknowledging him fo a 
the mercies you arc ever meeting with, In your « 
Petitions, pray for all, eſpecially theſe you hav (c 
tereſt in, and ſuch as are in Authority, yea, mn 
cmit not your very Enemies, and forget not ty b 
be earneſt with God in behalf of his Church and v 
Fcople, And certainly you cannot better at ſome : 
times conclude your wandering and ſinful Pray- £< 
ers, then in the words of that unconceivable ex- t 
celling Prayer of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, « 
Oc Fat n2r, RC | 
Tou would endeavour duly to perform the 
auties of Frayer, Reading, and Meditation at the 
times {et a part by you, and not to omit them, 
nleſs iome ſpecial Reaiton occur obleiging you to 
aitcr, 1n which caie you would redeem the lofi 
occ:110n by a new opportunity, albeit I be not a- 
Sainſt tie length of Prayers, when fitneſs of traine 
and cccalion enables you to cnlarge therein, yet 
I 1nci;ne you ſhovia tur ordinar be frequent, ai- 
beir ſuccinE in that Duty, and beſides the ord:- 
nar times for your Prvotion, Evening and Mcor- 
ning; you wound not” only througout the day be 
frequent in ejacuiatory Fetitions to Ged, but as 
occaiion offers of any privacy, you would upon 
your Knees, with thankfulvets of heart, humbly 
put up your deſires to God, for ſtrength againſt 
your Corruption,and a ſupply of your Souls wants, 
which upon little Recolle&1on, you will always 


' find to be many. 


4. When you eat or drink, negle& not tat 
Chriſtian Praftice, of ſeckins a Blefting betore 
, I 1 $9 ® h ©. C - d O47 y S) 6-01 ant atrer 
your doing thereoi, and g1ving Of TIRgrs 2attci 

your partaking of what God 1: great menty has * 
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beltowed upon You 3 it may truly be (aid to be 
1 Chriſtian Pra&ice, beings as you may be ſatish- 
cd from the Evanzeliſts, the Cuſtom of our ble& 
ſed Saviour. But as ye are called to avoid For- 
malicie in Chriſtian Duties, ſo ye would efpectal- 
beware of it in this, the Corruption of our 
wretched Hearts prevailing but too much to our 
veins formal in the Duties we more frequently 
© - about, it is to be feared, that the Motives to 
(11:5 Duty,with the moſt [part is allanerly Cuſtom, 
or t faun ſome kind of publics Reproach, tnat 
ztonds the negle@& thereof: And alas: too fel- 
dom are cur hearts intent upon what we are do- 
nz therein, I defire ye may fcrioutly mind, 
Ut it is not Werds but the Heart tnat God re- 
Guire's, and whether by your fclt alone, or asthe 
mouth of others that with you doth partake of 
whit he 1n Mercy gives, be ſerious in expreſling 
ſuccinatly defires ſuitable to the cccafion, and c- 
ſpecially, ii you do it with,and for others. Iam 
{itished of 1ts bcins very fiitable for Perfons qua- 
[ied a: ſome occaitons, to enlarge in that Duty 5 
Put] think 1t would be done witi diſcretion, for 
vnle's ſome ſ1ngular Circumſtanc=z require 1t, or 
that tne Speaker be ſatisfied of an inclination 1n 
tneſe that Joyn with him, to go along heartily in 
tne Petitions put up to God not direAly tending 
© the craving of a Bleffing to, or giving Thanks 
for tne preſent Mercy:He would Leware of doing 
wat tne unſuitable frame in others, and very 
lisely in himſelf, may be but a Snare to the Com- 
pany, Indeed we are not only in all our Ap- 
proaches to God, to forbvear the doing thereof, 
{0 as may evidence Fcermality, and want of At- 


tention to the Duty we £9 about, but even in tire 


moſ: 


C8) 


moſt ſingle Petition we put up, 1t were fitting 
wedid foexpreſs, a ſenſe of our own unwor- 
thineſs, and Gods infinite Goodneſs, for which 


at all times we ſhould praiſe him, yet our Expe. -: 


rience trom a ſmal Obſervation, may fatisfe that 
tedlouſneſs therein, reaches not to bring the 


nearts of theſe that ſhould joya in it, to a ſerious ; 


doing thereof. 

5. With your Petitions in Prayer and at other oc- 
cafions, either in word or thought, magnifie the 
Name of God for his Merctes, they are unex- 
preiſivly Great inall that occurrs to us: but oh 


the Greatneſs of the Love of God. in ſendins 
His Son to ſatisfy Divine Juftice for wretched 


miſerable rebellious Man : Forget not at all times 
the Praiiing of God, by word and in thought ; 
Our moſt Blef{ed Lord in that excellins Pattern 
of Prayer, doth begin and conclude with the Fa- 
ther's Praiſe, and ſurely the duty of Praiſe, 1s of 


all that is required by God of Man ; what do's - 
moſt immediatly tend to Ris g1ory, what we are 
elſe call'd to do or ſeek of Him, hath the 1mme- 


diat tendency to cur own or our Netghbour's 


Well; but our conſcientious hearty praiſing of 


God of all Duties, d1's moſt direGtly glorify Hint, 
and it is the beginning here, what ſhall be the 


delightful and ever continuing work, of ſuch as 


ſhall in and through Chriſt at the Great Day of 


His appearance, be accepted of Him to all Eter- 
nity, I have to'd you of my unfitneſs, to dire&' 


you particularly in your duty God-ward, and] 


pray God for Chriſt's ſake give you knowledge 1n- 
Duty, and ſanftify your heart, let the World 


have nothing of th? room of Chriſt therein, for: 


it is unipeakably vain and wicked : Solomm- dotiy | 


uncontraycrted!y 


E828 


7 uncontravertedly hold forth the vexatious Vatit- 
I ties incident to the life ot *:an, and 1t 15 certain- 
h 11 evident, there is nothing truly defireable, but 
& an Intereſt in Chriſt, and that they are only nap- 
i py, whoſe God is the Lord : and not only 1s the 
e Evidence of an Intereſt in Chriſt detireable, but 
S jc is attainable, as is plain from the Mouth of 
our Bleſſed Lord, who ſays what all the enemies 
-* tothe uſe of Marks or Evidences, can lay no ex- 
© ception againſt, Mat. 6. 2t. #r were your trea- 
= ſure is, there will yur heart bs ali. Aad 1 recom- 
? mend to your ſerious peruſal, Mr. Guthrie's Try- 
S al of a Saving Interc, winci will dire& you 
4 therein, and the Means ior attatinning to -1t, 
5 6, Let your whole wai« thrau;zhaut the day be 
5 & 1 have hinted to you, have upon your heart 
: the awful (eaſe of Sods ereſence wherever you 
- are, or whatever yoa dog, or think; | deny nut, 
© but the Worid may. and muſt be minded by 
> you, but ſtill in :rs piace, ſecondarly and ſubor- 
_ dinatly : for what 1s the World to your Soul ? 
' What 1s Bread, or Cloaths, or Money, or a 
| Houſe or Lands, to an everlaſting Kingdom 2 
Let the Lord have the whole ordering of you, 
make no Purchaſe, but where God who 1s preſent 
allows of the Bargain : and £0 about no Buiineſs 
concerning which you cannot ſay, Iam herein 
* trading for God : That is, your doing either 
what immediatly tends to his Glory, or your 

(erving_ Him in your Station and Calling, as he 

hata appointed; by the 15 Pſalm you will ſee 

hat 15 acceptable to God. 

_ 7. Meditation is a Duty in which there 1s much 
delight, to ſuch as ſeriouſly praQtile 1t, and it 
$5 What will truly tend to the bringing Jour 

cart 
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heart to, and Kkeepins :t 1 a tender frame 3 F 
yea the advantages GiereoF are ſo great, as may ; 
ſtir up to the redeemins t time for the exerciſe 12 
thereof, even from what m may lawfully be al- tu 
lowed to our worldly Concerns, or bodily Re- R 
freſhment; and how much mere then ought n 
we when we are alone, guard againſt our minds 
gong out atter fooliſh and vain fancies, if not 3 
what 1s groſfsly finful ta the fight of God ? Surely 1 


if we hadan awſul ſenſe of his ONMnIPre, ence and 


Cl 

6:rMicience, we would dare to be thinki6s upon 
X Ss - ] rc 
Ky 1s unallowable 1n his f3;ht 5 ana ifwe had | 


enſe of our miſerable condition tirough fin, 
our hearts would ever be ready to t:ike hold of P 
all occaſions of ſerious minking, how eter D 
evite the Curſe and Wrath of God to ali cterni- 7, 
ty, which unavoidably will be thc Portion of; 
hardned ſinners, not coming to God 1n and 
through Chriſt, David in P. 4.4,Reguires we fland 
im aw, and ſin mt : and that we commiun? with e 
our hearts upon 0: els whercoy you may be fa- , 
tisfied, it hath been the priſe of the Godly 
ſerio ufly to meditate atall times, The ſubje& 
Matter tor your meditation 1s obvious, atid will 
eatily occur, as tie Debt we ow to the Juſtice 
of God for f1n : the certainty of Deatn, and aiter 
that of Judgment, the milcry et iuc I as ſhall be 
Doomed to Hell with the Devils, and {© for ever 
ſeparate from the Preſence of God : His incom- 
prche nf1b] e Mercy to loſt ſinners 1 in jeſus Chriſt, 
and th: Fulneſs of the unſpeakable Joys that is 
ed to Juch as heartily and humbly lays 
hold thereof; yea incumerzble are the Subjetts 
of mn cxerciie, that will with caſe oficr them- 
ſelec: : and I adviſe for your Dircaton and Cn--» 
| Couragement 
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" eorxavement to that Duty, that you rea id the 


er, winch doth 


- 


< laſt Part of Mr. Baxter's Saint's 
= ly Treat thereof, 
7 Every Evening ſet ſome ſhort time apart,and 


ſtate your w_ 45 before God's Tribunal, take 


a .:CK» Chak -n your AQtions of that day, and 
\\ 11a VOU ave done tcowards Goa or your Neigh- 
b-ur amis. 2CKNOWICAge it with coritritien and 
brokenneſs of heart, and {eck or Gca Grace, 
enabling you to a due Reparation, cithcr by a for- 
rovitul, CVCil PUILICK ecrnowledome ni thereof, 


in fo far as they are fins againſt our good God, 


providing the ſame may tend to the Edificat? C1 

ot His « hurch and People, or by repairing Une 
prejudice of any hurt done to your Ne1ghbour, 
in to far as1t 1£ poſſible within your porycr : and 
in your Evening Prayer, acknoiviedge the good- 
ncis of God chrous! wut all the days of your time, 
and 1n particular acknowledge Him tor the Mer- | 
cies of that day, and cnlarge your (clt in Prayer 
as in the Morning. 

0, As you are called to own a Profeſſion of 
Godlineſs, ſo you are to avow the publick per- 
formance of Daty, wherever Providence frall 
triſt your Bcing ; vet for the moſt part, vou 
would endeavour its Being, as retired and as pri- 
vate as poitible, at leaſt beware that to» be ſeen or 
card of men, or any ſelf end, bc not a Motive 
to your doing tnereot; I remember to have 
ncard of a woman meeting with godly Mr. Fox 


upon the Street, and aftzr ſome diicourſe, ſhe - 


puii1ns cut her Bible told him ſhe was goins to 
hear a Sermon, npen which he ſaid to her, if 
You W1:1 be 2dviſed by me £9 home, but ſaid ſhe, 


-* when ſhall I then go to Church? To whom he 


iivercd, viher you tell no body Gt it, 
Io, Be- 


10, Beware of Hyp:cricic, and he afſared God 
will not be diffembled with, he hath in many 
places of Scripture, ranxcd Aypocrites with the 
worſt of {1nvers you will find Mat, 23. 13. they 
are amoiioſt the number ot ſuch, acainſt whom 
our Lord denounces a Wo + and in Chap. I4. 51, 
the miſery of their condition 15 held forth, im the 
Senteace of the unjuit Servant, wire, 3s ant ag- 
gravation of his pnatſhmert, 1t 15 faid, hrs 
portion ball to with; the by, 311 irecs where there ſhall 
be we: -1nz and znaſhin.s of teeth, Go not you: ap- 
pezr ro he what you arc not, and lct rhe deſign of 
be1n5 thought religions, or the 3na81tng uſe of a 


Profeiion co cloak your carial and woridly ends, 


be far fron you, I acknowledge to be morally 
noncft, 1s not to be reltigr us : but mind, 
that without endeavouring to be ſo in all your 
A&ions,rhcre is no Religion.And 1t 1s the height 
of tolly, tor any to think that their being of a 


Perſwafion with thoſe that are the moſt godly, or. 


their own pra&ifins, even with muci appearing 
ſincerity, the Duties of Religion, where there 13 
not Moral Honeſty, doth fo much as truly -ntitle 
them to the name of Chriſtians : 1t 15 true, every 
man is ſabje& to Failings, and an entire doing of 
what is required of us, is not within the power 
of finful man ; but as truly are our Falitngs 1n 


Moral Duties, either where they are cuſtomary. 


and habitual, or not repented of, and endea- 
voured againſt dire& indications of the waut of 
Relizion : and that our Lord notwitiſtanding the 
Name and Profeſſion of ſuch, will datfown them 
in their greateſt extremity - and you may ſee the 
Prophet Mzcah holding forth, that the outward 
pertormins of what was legally required ” the 

ews. 


('13 ) 


Fews, was not the principal part of their Duty, 
and (ays in Chap. 6. 7, 8. Will the Lord be pleaſed 
with thouſands of rains, or with ten thouſands of YI- 
vers of 91? ſhall T give my firjt-born tor my tranſ- 
grefflon, the fruit of my bray for the fin of my ſoul ? 
He hath ſhewed tree, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord requir2 of thee, but to d» juſtly, 
to lyve mercy, and to walb humbly with thy Gad? 
And God by the Prophet Feremuh Chap. 4. 24+ 


faith, Let him that gelorieth, glory un this, that 


tab 


_— 
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he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that 1 am the 
L-rd which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgement and 
righteouſneſs in the earth : for in theſe things I ae- 
[i:-ht, ſaith the Lord, Yea our Lord himſelt in 
that moſt excellent Sermon upon the Mount, hath 
ſaid, Mat. 7. 21, Nt every one that ſaith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdim of heaven : 
bur he that death the will of my Father which 1s in 
heaven. 

11, Mind wiiat you are engaged to 1n your be- 
1368 Baptized, and live up to that ſolemu cengage- 
ment : you are to fight out your Wariare under 
the Banncr of Chriſt cur Lord, and rern<cunce the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; ſeek of God 
for }cius fake, that He may give you knowlegde, 
and enable you to fee and live up to the ſolemn 
Tyes youare under, through your baptiſmal Co- 
venant, and as ye will anſwer to our 50d? God 
at the day oi your Appearance before his Tri>u- 
nal: be not among the number of tuch, as never _ 
t:1inks of Baytiſm being otherwiſe uieful, then as 
a Ceremony for their having a Narne, 

12, 1 expect that you wil be able, as tne A- 
poſtie requires, to g1ve an Anſwer to every man 
hat aSKeth you a Reaſon of the Hope cr Rene 

at 
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that 1511 you, Witt Meckneſs and Fear 3 Forbe; 
Debates and Ditputings uponControverfics in R; 
I15ton, what plainly holds forth the duty of Chr 
ſtians, in their whole life, is uncontraverted. 
clear irom the Scriptures, and all Debates 
rel1g10us matters, that have not the alone pr: 
ſpect of bettering and advancing of Knowleds, 
are certainly not allowable : And as your heart 
ail times ought to be over-filled with true love! 
God, and ſuch as bears his Image ; ſo eſpecial} 
ve reſpeGtive to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, b: 
ins Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and &Adminiſtrato 
of the Ordinances appointed by him in the Ne 
Teſtament, as the Apoſtle enjoyns, 1 The. 5.1 
T beſeech you brethren, mark them which L:bour ; 
meng ft you, and are over you in the Lord, and adm 
niſh you, and eſteem them very highly in Lowe, for the 
Works {ahe; And Ict uot the infirmities ot any ( 
them,procure in your heart any diſreſpet} to th 
holy Callins : But mind what the fame Avcſt 
{aith,2 Cor.4.7. That we have this Treaſure 11 ear! 
en Veſſels, that the exeellency of the power may be 
God, and nit of as. 

13. As you are to hive a Pity and Love eve 
towards ſuch, as altogetner wants Relig1on, 
worſhips God not truly, as he hath appointed! 
his Word, fo ye would altogether avoid tt. 
leaſt of Animotity with ſuch as with Charity \ 
may judge differs only aner:ttChurch-governmet 
or any thing elſe not inconſiſtent with the ſalv 
tion of their Souls,not doubting but ye will {ar 
at the day of judgment that the many Nice1:c 
which a grcat part do, but tzo much conce! 
themſelves in, are the cfſefts or want of Charit 
and a goipe! Frame, and diipofition of Roh. 

14. 
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14, The wickedneſs of our hearts, 1s {ucn 25 
doth altogether unfit for the doing of Duty. Have 
we any proſperity in the enjoyment of health, 
or any thins defireable in the world$-we are fſet- 
dom or never ina frame tor rightly acknowledg- 
ins God for his Mercies, and 1mproving them to 
the'end of our having thereof; And 1t rrovi- 
dence tryſt our being croſſed in what t5 delight- 
ful to us, how ready are we to dejeQion of mind, 
and what does unfit for Duty, let every Diipen- 
ſation of God to you-ward, lead you to the con- 
fideration of failings in your bypaſt life, and ſtir 
you up to a ſuitable walk under what you are 


triſted with. Endeavour an equality of Temper 


in all your ways, 1f Diſpenſations any ways proſ- 
perous be your Lot, conſider you have them 
trom God, and humbly acznowledse hrs Mercy 
in what ever you mect with, and 1t what 1s more 
croſs beial vou, repine nct rhcreat, tut mind that 
the worſt of Conditions is above your defcrt,Scek 
of him with earrcſtneſs, that you may truly learn 
his holy Will 1n all Ins Diſpenſations, and in 
Proſperity or Auvertity, let all your care be, to 
know what ve 5re c-licd to as Duty ; and to en- 
cleavour witn diligence the doins thereof, cven 
1m t11nss relating to this life, then with chearful 
Submiffion leave the event of all your concerns 
to Goa who 1s wondertul 1n Soodneſs, to ſuch as 
tear ard truſt jn him, 


t- Keep it holy, as God has expreſly appointed 


1m h'5 4%, Cemmand : And in order thereto, 


Acc, may contravert the Morality of that Pre- 
cept 


272 your Feart for the Dutics thereof, before 
TPro2cns; ticr however a great many in this * 


| 


| 
: 


3, Vhen the Lords day 1s come, remember - 
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cept, for the due obſervation of the Sabbath 
yet may you be ſatisfied with what is fully hel 
forth by C 1 may ſay ) all the moſt ſerious an; 
godly of Divines, that it is from the PraQtite ng 
only of the Primitive Church, being the md 
pure of {.hriſt:aus, but even ot the Appcſtles,wh 
were immediately inſpired of God, and who 
Example we are bound to follow. Ard as th 
due Obſervance of the S:bbath under the Lay 
was enjoyned under the certification of gre; 
wrath trom Gcd, as in Nehetmiah 13. cap. v. 1 
and 18, What eril 1s this that ye do, and propha 
the Sabbath, did nt your Fathers thus ? and did 1 
our God brinz all this evil upon us, and upon this ( 
ty? yet ye bring more wrath upon Iſrael by profant 
the Sabbath: Ss the 1.romites to the doing ther: 
of were £re2t,as in Iſa. $6, 2, Bleſſed is the m 
that doth this, and the jon of man that Layeth hold: 
it, that heepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, At 
88.13 14. If thou turn away thy foot from the $4 
bath, and from d1ing thy pleajure on wy holy day, a 
call the Sabhath of the Lord a delight, the holy of t 
Ld honourable, and ſhalt honour him, not finding thi 
ow: pleafure,nor ſpeaking thine own words; then ſhu 
thou delight thy ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſett 
to ride upon the high places of the carth, and feed th 
with the $eretage of Jacob thy father, for the mou 
of the Loyd h«th ſpoken it, Yea not only from F 
ſtory, the judgments of God upon Sabbath-brea 
ers are manifeſt, but ſuch as are of ſmall Exy 
rience.,may evidently perceive the dreadful conl 

aences thereof,in the confefſion of almoſt all M 
lefaQors that comes to publick Execution.It 15 tri 


ſach as are pleaſed to have no reipe& to the d, 
Obſervation of the Sabbath, and to objed agail 


Wl: 
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the obligution vp3N Chriſtians for | Keeping ic. ho- 
i, duh a mwer t-that, of its bers {0 ocnerally 
cuniefied by dying Penitents, that. the ſame tlows 
bu from their: Education, and its being. inculcat 
T7 them, to be fo ſinful. but what aniver wil 
{cc : m_— {ſays prophane Wretches, zive tc this 

{0 palpable Evidence of God's diſpleat: 'FC,. With 

the prutanation of that. Pay.z that He 18-215 Oyer- 
ruling trovidence, - often . p:zrmits p&t221Qus 
Breakers. of the Sab bath, to tall in ſuch. bins, 25 
cy2n brings taem to open and ſnameiul Punitii- 
INCH, iN this World ? Aud albeit the ways: of 
(9d 5 Providence, 4 © r 0: 6) bz Carl vB med, and 
gr70i1s Sinn ers of cvery kind, do's in things. rC- 
latins to this . life, - Dic, OM: -aDY appearing 
Marks: of 3604's GUPIGAINTE, WHEK ILY» LALLY LG 
tishe ail rational Perſons, ,that- Lore 15 A, jud3- 
ment to come : {o the tempera: Cavin itice, wie 
t!mes tryſting, Sinners in this Werid,arc 2n Ear 

(1C ft "OM what ſhall | JC Diſper: ied | + that "Arcata 
Lay fo wet 5 ana 1t may lainly @ppear.to. you, 
t11.t the Cavilliss. againt tag Oligations, = 
Kcepltg, Holy the Sabbath. « eur Lord, is of the 
Devil; betvg, that oply.tucii as, want renderac 's 
Gi Conſcience, and Love net 7! 2 HYC 1h,af VT GHD 

accerding to me Rules: othe G20, ds thus de- 
clare themlelves : where a5, POO : MIA heart 
alc God-waru, HNOWEVEr Noir | 1-may h :ndcr 
tits duc periorm Ince of their Dory, are EVEF xCa- 
dy t5 acknowledge their Oblisztion to the obSer- 
Vat T9 of that Day, © be kept, a 'S, 204th Hoi 
to the Lord, Yea, Sir Biititoe i? Ke tate L.; 
Ci, mw Uuſtice of Enzlans, whoſe MEEOTY. is $a- 
VeUry to all  Soud men that New Or Nearg. Of 
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ing the Lords Day, doth preſs 1! upon them for 
ſeveral Reaſons, and in one whereof he ſaith, 
becauſe T have found by lng and found Experience, 
that the due obſervance of that Day, and of the Dy. 
ties of it, have been 2j ſingular camfort and advan. 
tage to me, and I aobt nor but it will prove 5 h 
you 5 God Almiznty is che Lord of onr time, and lend, 
it tous, and as it is but juſt we ſhwld conſecrate 
this part of that time to Him, ſo I have found by 


tri and diligent Obſervation, that the due Obſer. 


vation of the Duties of this Day, hath ever had join 
ed to it, a Bleſſinz upon the reſt of my time ; and th 
Week that hath been ſo begun, hath been bleſſed am 
proſperous tome : and on the other fide, when Thay 
been negligent of the Duttes of the Day, the reſt »f th 
Week hath been unſucceſsful and unhappy to my own 
ſecular Emplayment ; ſo that I could eaſily make 
eſtimat of my ſucceſs, in my own ſecular Emplymen 
the Week following, by the manner of my paſſing thi 
Day; and this I'd) not write lightly and Inconfide 
ratly, but upm a long and ſound Obſervation and Ex 
perience, Theſe being the words of that Gre; 
Man, are much to be conſidered, he not only be 
ins of great Integrity, but uncontrovertedly 0 
a (ound Judgment and great Knowledge, aimoſ: 
1n every thing. 

Is. In the Evening oi tne day preceedin? 
you would be more then ordinarly carneſt wit) 
God, that He may by his Grace, fit you tor ; 
ſuitable g0ins about the Dutics of the enſuzn; 
Sabbath. And when 1t is come, confider, tha 
23 God did aypoinr in the Old Teſtament, th: 
SGaorifece t5 be doubled on that Dar, fo tte require 
of us Chriſtians, that we ſhould therein doubk 
our Duties, of Prayer, Fraite, and Mcditation 

| an 
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and as at all times, you are bound to remember 
the Church and People of God 1n your Prayers 5 
ſo eſpecially in a Sabbath, pray with carneſt- 
neſs, that our Lord's Kingdem may be advanced 
throughout the world, and that the Offers of 
Grace in his Goſpel, may be the Portion of the 
Land you live in. Pray that God for Chrilts 
ſake, may ſend forth Ambaſſadors fitted for that' 
Work, and tiat he bleſs the Word and Ordi- 
nances where you are, to be preſent in the dit- 
charge of the Duties of a Sabbath, _ 

15.Riſe early that Morning,and mind you are 
to ſpend the whole day in God's ſervice. When 
you repair to the place of Publick Worſhip, do 
1t to, as you be there before any part of it beginz 
and come not from the ſame, A hileſt it be ful- 
ly ended: andin the time of Worſhip, have 
your heart intent upon the Duties, 1t the 
heart eſpecially that God requires : and not on- 
ly ought we to have preſence of mind in hear- 
Ing the Word preached, but eſpecially in Pray- 
er, and Prauc ; for 1t is an intollerable contempt: 
ot God, who ſearcheth the heart, and knoweth 
the moſt ſecret of our Thoughts, to draw near 
to Him in Worſhip, and to have our hearts $0- 
ing out atter any other Obje& whatſoever. Yea, 
It 15 a dire& Saying praQically, that we are 
bruitiſh Fools, and wretched Atheiſts, in wor- 
ihipping of God as knowins our Thoughts, and 
doing it in that manner, as evidences manifeſt 
contempt, and direftly draws down His Venge- 
ance upou us. 

_ 17. It tne Sacrament of Baptiſm be admi- 
niſtred where you are preſent, - you would not- 
00% 1721 all your heart concur, in the Petitions 

L 2 put 
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up 20 God betore and ater the Auminiiration, 
but heatken £2 your ovin Duty, in what | is "held 
forth by te Mimifter, and Tet ſuch Occaſions, 
Riir you up to new On, To live up to your 
own Baptiſima] Eng2gements, Nitid tat the 
whole Sabb ath, 15 G e ; a Mercat-day for YOur 
Soul ; and by dealing in the Duties thereof 
Y4;N ſtrenot!ras ainſt the Cor: ;ptions of the en- 
{1310S par et of your Tmc. 
18. When cccaſ:on cifert ef our 
tins; YOu ate to confder, dt i 1s N98 1N- 
different to you, tq core or 95% come to tie 
Tab! e,oi tne, Lora ; but that Toy are obliged t9 
oe ſerious, in Cxam nITg Yor elf : as to vour 
Knowledge, art vo Jus being other] iſe fitted tg 
partake of that Sacramer:, Initiated? by 6ur Sa- 
ur” Firſt, Jn the *Ememb! *ance cf His Sutfer- 
INgs, which were on ly able to expidte, the Gailt, 
of loſt undone Sinr \ers, Ard next, to be a $3] 
o Sinnefs; Covenaiiting with Eod in Jeſus Ch fiſt, 
And 3d, to be a Meati of Commiinion with Qur 
enerciful Letra, that ſuffered for our Sins," Tt" 
plain, 1 Ci. iT, 565. Th at the Ereat end of "is 
Sacramend is, to hgid futilh to the Church, the 
Lords Death ind Suffering, Wwhileſt he* come a- 
*ain to Judgement : And | by the 27, 22, and 
39, Verſes, you fee the abfoly: te necgllity or the 
worthy participating thereof.” You muſt {catch 
Four neart, and finc "out * your In1quity, and 
hate it, 'tzot only as it procures Gogs, Cuiſe 11 
th's life,and toall Eternity ;.but eſpecially as it.is 
contrare'to the Commandments, and holy 'Na- 
Lure ot our God : .and as a needy Wretch, ha- 
ying examined your heart, and. + und QUE YOus 
Wants, Jouare (18 cotning. to te T's ible g the ic 
ACE! 
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Lord ) to bring with you'ſome'Faith, {oli Eefr 
and ſome hope, 7c. Your Errand being 'for 
more; nd cry with carneftnefs, that you" my 
be amongſt the number of ſuch, of whont' the 
P/almift (peaks, Pſal. 110. 3 Thy people Jhalfe 
willing in the day of thy Power. At feſt OceMi- 
ons, make conftlence of movirnins for Frey 

Sin, and with all your heart magnifie G6ds Ne 
cy, in his Diſpentitions to you 7: atid Teck weigh 
earneitnets of heart, Grace, endblins you to + 
and every dutv {; ard beg of God"for Chtiffs 
{ake.thathe £1v0 a heart, In atruly fred Fram, 
So 25S mY tho Sacrament, Jou may” ( by the eye: ; 
Farth } >ca0! 6 OUF ZOVE 'y Lord and Saviour ert- 
tified; Tos os doe > {lf ed, To exipiate tie Gut: 

of viie fintul Wrertches ; afd 111 pa Frieutar,” to 
ſtard beriwisic our felt vile finful Wretch, atitl 
the YVergrarce of Ged ' dre to you tn Juſtick. 
Secx avith a1) earr.eftneſs trom Gcd, a keart'fil- 
icd with love, to Chrift cur Lovely Savis ut, 
who t fjoved loft undone Sinne 20, as He toox 
ypon him tl:s vature of frail man, and to fatit- 
- Divire Toſtice , {which cc uld not be VERNE 
avs tice is for che fins of ail that wouid'try. 
Iy cone tollim, and by Faith rely upcr BH! ne; 
He ſuicred the fſheametu! Death of the Croc On "iy 
Punrotentation whercof, is this Sacrament, Tf: 
The © by Cor Lord hi mſe! t betore #15 ſuf! ferin, 
And bufore, and at the time of your” driwin; 
rect © tic Toble of the Lord, "hate Our hens; 
Wd WIN ivitable Meditations. ard eiaculatory 
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P: riciors to'Gcd, 35 ayins within veur felt. 
Cr / Sou! can't thou bckeld Tuftiivine Blood, 
at OEVE FEM Cat med a it fo: theeCaniſt hoy 
bald Pract 098, Quicxentug, toftentis B07, 
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and not fove Him that gave it to quicken and 
{often thy heart, and to Redeem the from Sin, 
from Hell,and everlaſting Wrath? © my God and 
Saviour, enable me to ſay, if my love were bet- 
ter, it thould be thine : but ſuch as it is, thou 
Thalt haye it ; make it greater, . and make it 
better, andI firmly reſolye in thy Strength, it. 
ſhall ever be ſet upon thee. 

19, Whatever may be the Station that God 
Jhall call you to, make Conſcience of doing 
Iherein, what is required of you, Evite idle- 
nels as the Bane of well-being, in this fide of 
#&tme, or to Eternity. Your a&ing diligently 1n 


your Station, 1s commended from 2 Theff, 


3. 10, 11, 12. Foreven when we were with you, 
#his we commanded you, that if any man would ny 
work, neither. ſhould be eat, 8c, In many places 
of Boly Scriptures, 1s dilizerce in our Calling 
not only commended, but required: and the 
temporal inconvyeniencies followins idlenelſs, are 
3nanifeſt from Prov, 19. 15. Sloathfulneſs caſts 
811 Into a deep ſleep, and an idle foul ſhall ſafer 
hunger. 

20, Such a competency of Riches, and other 
temporal Bleſſings, as 1s conſiſtent with a com- 
fortable Bzins 1n this World, 1s defireable, 


and what you may not only by lawfal Means in" 


your woridly Station,cndeavecur to acquire, but 
you are allowed, yea required witi ſubmiſſion, 
to ſeek them of God ; only in this, and what- 
evcr elſe you do, make your principal end, Htz 
Glory.Do aot exceed to ſatishe your carnal and 
worllly Appctites,cither in your Prayers tor,o7: 
our Er«zavours after temporal Enjoyments.Let 
te. Prayer of Agur the Servant of God, be your: 

| RYEC 5 
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Jule; Prov. 3O. 83, 9. Remove far from me va- 
ny and lies : give me neither Poverty nr. Riches ; 
{ved me with Fo.d convement for me, lejt T be full 
and deny thee, and ſay, who ws the Lerd?- Or, left 
The poor and Steal, and take the Name of my God 
1 14in, And what 1t pleaſes God to bleſs you 
with, you would mind your Tyes to the Gract- 
vus Giver,and endeavour with all your ſtrength, 
ſo to uſe it with relation to your ſelf, and others, 
as may evidence your thankfulneſs ; and 1t it 
ſhall pleaſe our Wiſe and infinitely Good Ged 
to refule your defires, and render your Endea- 
yours without ſucceſs, {eek of Him, that His 
Diſpenſations to you may be fanAthed, and be- 
ware of repining; for the fraiity ot fooliſh man 
under any crots Diſpenſation betfailing him, 
makes him but unwillingly cxamine, why the 
Lord contendeth ; and {tnking under is trouble, 
do's net readily ftiy to Him, in and through 
Chriſt Jeſus, by fervent and earneſt Prayer, but 
is rather por1ng upon h1s Calamitices, and aggra- 
vating them, to tne raiftins in ns keart thoughts 
1nconfiftent veith Faith, and true Love to the 
G!orious ard Mercitul God, which upon ſerions 
Rerictton, will appear the molt unreaſonable 
of Practices, tur every man upon due confideras 
1107, will ice what befalls hyn, is be God's deal- 
168 WIR 21 18 wonacriul Mercy, and far from 
hatin Juſtice hs InigQuity calls. tor. And man's, 
being temptcd to jzament his troubles, 1n compa- 
r1on of others, and to ageravat them from Cir» 
umitances, 59 readily cccurring to tim under 
any atfi1U&on, witl upon little examination, <= 
71Gence tic height of fully for by a true com- 
Darien betwixt the Circumſtances of the AF. 
niged 
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flited, and theſe of ſuch as He judgtrh mote 
def! rable, 1f they were alike apparent to Him, 
it-15moreithen probable,” he would have no- de- 
tre to exchange 3 and undoubtedly ſuch as are 
moſt prefſed under worldly Calamities, has ma- 
mfold Mercies to be thanktul- for, and 1t will 
be their own default, if fuch of God's Diſpeht- 
ſations as are even burderiſomme to corrupt cat- 
val man; tend not; it's like to their temporal, 
but ſurely their ſpiritual advantage, ſometimes 
becauſeBe loverh, he chaftiſeth; indeed miſerable 
man from ts blindneſs, Carinot r! gntly fee into 
= Cauſesvt God's dealing with him, Yet how- 
_ ever blinged with Tencrance he may be, and 

ſurrounded with all” !maginable difficulties, it 

3t 4s obvicully appar ent, that he hath: infitit ret- 
{on to magnity Gcd.s Mer cy, in notonly atlow- 


Ing, but 1nvitins the moſt miſerable of Wretcit- - 


, to draw near to Him as their God and Por- 


tion; i1nand through Chriſt Jeſus the merciful. 


Saviour of Sinners. And I do advie your bein? 
earneſt in ſecking afrer Grace, enavling to true 

contentment with your Condition ' for be c1ng 
content witi what Ged in His Frov! dence. is 
pleas'd to tryſt you with, as it is your duty t0- 
ward Him, ſo it] is what contributes moſt to your 
worldly ſatisfaRtion ; 5 yea It IS UNCONtraver cdl y 
apparent, that it 1s not our attaining to what in 
the World we propoſe, as the Mear3 of reacl.t::f 
ſatisfa&ion, that anſwers our cxpeRation, -be 1! 
Riches, Honour, Pleaſures, or whatever elite. 
And as 1t can be truly laid, that true Hepoinets 
conſiſts only 10'an intereſt in Chr {f, fo of. of 
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. moſt to.be defired, .in things relating to our 
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ed inind, in whatever 15 our woridly Lot. 1 re- 


meter to have heard one asked the Queſtion, 
it he were to have one wiſh granted,what would” 
i- be 2 To which it was anſwered ,an Intereſt tn 

Chriſt Jeſus : nay bur ſis the Inquirer, tnat 1 
oraint 15 beyond all exception the only anſwer. 
t5 my Queltion, but I defire to know what you. 
could with, as moſt conduciye to your WOT dly 
ſirioation 2 To whici he again anfwered, 'a 
coatented mind, with whatever in Providence 
is diſpenſed to me, which is indeed beyond; 
what it is not poſſible for man to with; tor as 
the ultimar cnd of all the defires, the to!l and 
labour of man, is his reaching” conteniment.. 
ſo it is apparent, theattaitiing, what he defrres, 
toils and labours for, reaches not the. end, and 
mans endeavour to do with, diligence what 


he ts called todo, and reftins coriterited with 


what Providences difpenſes, to him, is truly 


4) 
( 
Y, 


temporal Being, and. js attainable, 1fwe would 
but put in exercite the little Reaſon” we . have; 
for diſcontent and anxicty, avails nothing to the 
Detccring ct our Congition, and doth certainly 


wore fretand torment, Solomon in Prov. 19. 3, 


tal!s you, The fooliſhneſs of manperverteth his way, 


«1. ;s heart frexteth againſt the Lord; Yea mans 
vicxedneſ(s and ſtupidity 1s manifeſt, in repinjng 
againſt what is done by our Creator, and' Diſpg- 
(gr of what concerns. us, for .every, thing, he it 
zreat or mein, 1s ordered. by Him as in Pal. 


(13. 5, 6, Wha ts Lihe the. Lyd our God, who 


I 


(11:21 on high. Who humblerh himſelf to. behold 
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in relation to mankind, as our Bleſſed Lord 


nath ſaid, Mat. 10. 29, 30, Are nit two Sparrows 


ſold for a farthing, and one of them ſhall not fall on 


the ground without your Father, but the very hairs 
of your head are all numbred, And it may be fatd, 


the great and only Mean of attaining true Con- 


tentment, is a free and abſolute Refignation or 
our Wills, to the Will of God, who is not cnly 
able, but willing to do fer the beſt, to ſuch 25s 
truſt and love him : as the Apoſtle telis you, 


Rom. 8, 28, And weknow that all things work 


together for goed, to them that leave God, 8c, Let 
us make ſure the full reſignation of our Wills to 
Him, and Contentment will undoubtedly follow 
the doing thereof : yea conſider, that all En- 
deavours after true Contentment, will be of no 
effeR, uitil we have entirely reſigned our ſeives, 
and moulded our affe&ions into that frame, as 
whatever be His Diſpenſations to us-ward, we 
can cordially ſay with old Ely, 1 Samuel 3. 18. 
It is the Lord,let him d6 what ſeemerh good unto him. 

21 Hate and eſchew Fride, which 15s rightly 


termed the Devils ſin, for it was the cauſe of 


the Fall of that Creature, from a moſt excel- 
lent *tation : and 1f we conld ſeriouſly and un- 


byaſedly look upon it, we would ſee great cauſe 
to abhor it, It-is not only without reaſon, but: 


againſt reaſon, for any proud perſon by their 


beins ſo, are fo far from conciliating reſpeR, or: 
any thing elſe defireable, as it do's direGly pro- 


cure to them diſreſpe&, and doth in every thing 
prejudge them ; for the Proud have this misfor- 


tune, to diſpleaſe every body but ' themſelves, 


It1s impoſſible a vain man ſhould love to be 
blamed; and a man when 'he hateth reproo?, 
Ougnt 
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Vaught not to be accounted a reaſonable Crea- 
ture : and Pride 15 unipeakably difadvantag1ous, 
by its beins hateful to God : as in Prov. 8. 13, 
The fear of the Lyrd is ty hate evil, and arrogancy, 
Z:c, And the fad effets thereof, are foretold 
Prov. 15. 18. Pride g1eth before aefiruction : and 
a haughty Spirit before a fall, And the puniſhments 
threatned therefore, are apparent ; Prov. 15. 
25. The Lord will deſtroy the houſe of the proud, &Cc, 
Pſal. 119. 25. T9 haſt rebuked the proud which 
are curſed : and 1n Prov. 16. 5, The Lord 
declareth his abhorrence thereof, and the un» 
doubted certainty of 1ts puniſhment, Every one 
tht is proud in heart, s an ah»nination tothe Lord : 
thouzn hand joyn in hand, he ſhail not 2o unpuniſhed, 
And Pfal. 1c1. 5. him that hath an high look , and 
a proud heart, willny TI ſuffer. 

2. As the extream folly of Pride 1s appa- 
rent, froin many places of 4crioture ſo are the 
advantages of betns truly humble, as in Pſa], 
0, 12, H: forgeteth nt the cry of the humole, and 
in Prov, 29. 23. A mans pride ſhall bring him 
boy : but hoanur ſh:ll uphold the? humble in ſpirit, 
And 11 Ifa. $7. 15. For ths faith the high and lof- 
ty One, winje name 1s Haly, I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with bin alſo that 1s of a contrite and 
humb!? ipirit, %c, And as pride 1nheart, doth 
altogctner incapacitate a perſon from drawing 
near to God 13 Duty, ſo Humility hath the pro- 
m:te ot being heard and accepted oi, as 1n Pial, 
ID. 17, Lord thou haſt heard the deſire of the hnum- 
le, thou wilt prepare thetr heart, thou wilt cauſe 
thine ear to hear. 

23. Be ſober and moderate in your Apparel, 
tor excels therein, is moſt unbecoming a man, 
and 


I 
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and inconſiſtent with reaſon ; forbear following 
of Faſhions, or appearing finguler in-being too 


(2) 


much oppoſite to them, a decent comelineſs 
therein, anſwerable to your Station, 1s defire- 


able; for it is obvious, that Cloaths can aad ng 
| worth tothe Owners thereof, and it -15- intolle 
Fable TORT their valuing of any ejves ther 


and x as you rei BA Soul -or __ 4&7, firive OS 


1t; ſurely it 1s at no time adV3i3zzag1ous, and the 
|] ly thereot( when the Cloud ic © þIOCUTES 's ta- 
ken off cur Reaſcn ) 15.6EvIous to any, that Nati 
the uie ct Reaion 3, we ought truiy 7 be angry 
AT NESENING, 


but- fin ; tor A nger 15 fitly C4aiied 
vegrar en and i Pry ar. che Br vitithneſs rite from 
any perion ind med widAug to niefy you of 
the truth ©. all; -that Tonzue « or Pen can eXxpret 


againit1f, you may from Scripture be fully tatis- 
fied of its 


; being exceeding ſinful, you will wed 
12 dehor ed, and the tolly thereof held forth ; 
Ecclel. 7.. 0. Be nt pats in (pirit to oe angry, for 
anger reſfteth-in the boſyn »f fools, And Plal. 27. 8, 
Ce: * from anger, and forj: ate wrath : fret nat th) 
ſelf in ny ways to 49 evi/, How often are we aig: 
ry when there !S no caute, and when our Cor- 
ruprion may be ſtirred up to that Paſſion? We 
are tO! <> Prov. 19. £1. The diſcretion of a man de 
fer reth ts cmger, ang it 1s his glory to paſs over 4 
{1 gejon, Ana 11 Prov. 14. 17. He that 
ON ANY ACID Joalyhhy: and in verſ. 29, Hl 
_ ts hw to wrath 1s of great under ſtanding : « bit 


26 þ "Dt 's ; ty 0] (prrit exalteth folly. 
ys 28 En- 


ſhall inherit the earth : an 
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26, Endeavour in all your Converſation, ſuch 
a meek ard peaceable deportment, as veccines 
2 Chriſtian ; which will even trom theſe that are 
much otherwiſe dilpoted, procure you an ad- 
vantagious Teſtimony, and the advantage to 
your iclf will be fo great, as 15 hardly exprel- 
ſible; for zs Pride and Anger clouds Realon, 
and diicompolcth from proceeding rationally, 
eliher in thinking or. doing, ſo meckneis of 
Temper, leaves you at tull liberty to ute all your: 
Reaſon, and will even procure compatſion from 
others, 1t your Ignorance or Corruption ſhould 
bring you under any inconvenience, and the 
beneftite thereof 1s ciearly holden torth trom 
Scripture, where it hath the promiſe ot tempo- 
ral Blefſings, as in Pſal. 37. 11. But the meek 

d {ball delight ther letwes 
in the abundance of peace, Yea, 1t hath the prcmile 
of Eternal Lite, Plal. 149. 4. For the Lord taketh 
Meaſure in Þ1s pecple ; he will beautify the meeÞ with 
jalvatim. And 11 Mat, 11, 29, We have the 
bletied Examp.e cf cur Lovely Savicur.where he 
ſays, learn of 1:e, fir T am meek and lowly of heart, 
and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls, 

25, Beware of Envy, as what hath nothing 1n 
it, but wht is tobe hated for as it 1s hurtiul, 
and 1ntoleratle burdenſome, even to thole who 
entertain 1t, fo 1t 1s altogether incanſiſtent with 
S>cicty,a1d the Rutcs of Chriſtianity. Yea, the en- 
vous perion doth dircaly wage War with Gcd, 
ang repines at all his Diſpenſations,to the advan- 


—_ 


tage ot ethers - and certainly theſe pericns muſt 
be miſerable,whoſe Sorrows ariſe from the faris- 
{tion of the Publick,and whoſhappinet pro- 
CEus irom the milcry of thoſe vftheir Acquain- 
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tance. Covetouſneſs, is an Evil againſt all rea- 
ſon, andis to be hated, becauſe of the ſordid 
baſcneſs that attendeth it ; how bruitifhly fooliſh 
are the ways of the Covetous? And they being 
the deltght of the Wicked, God hateth them, as 
the Plalmitt doth well expreſs, in Pfal. 10. 3; 
For the wiched boaſteth of his hearts deſire, and 
bleſſeth the covetous, whom the Lord abharreth. 
Yea, the Holy Ghoſt holds it forth to be Ido- 
iatry, Eph. 5. 5. For this ye know, that no c0- 
vetous man who is an Idvlater, hath any inheritance 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God. And in wverſ. 


3. he urgeth it, may not ſo much as be named 


among Chriſtians. Yet would you make con(ct- 
ence of l1v1ng frugally,and whatever Station you 
are in, and Profeſſion you follow,let Vertue and 
induitry be your Guides, and not Pleaſure and 
Idlenets. Undertake nothing without your 
Sphere, or above your Capacity; and let all 
your Ends, and the means whereby you intend 
to come to them, be juſt and honeſt, 1n the f1ght 
of God and man. Be content with the Station 
and Condition of life, that God hath called you 
£0; ſeck not great things for your ſelf, and quar- 
rel not with Providence : albeat the Event of 
your lawtul Endeavours, ſhould not anſvier your 
expettation, for our God doth, and certainly 


will make, every thing tura to the advantage of 
luch, as fear and love him. 
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of a large Diſcourſe; and T require, y0u m12y at ſuts 
table Occaſims, make the ground of your Meditation, 
7) be the Obligation you ly under, to Frugality, and 
Fhnefty ;, to ailigence in your St110n and Profeſſion, 
and a contented and ſubmiſjrue frame »f neart, under 
all the Diipeniatians of God, to you-ward. 

27. Evidence in all your Behaviour, a heart- 
hatred to Intemperance in Meat or Drink 5, for: 
as beit.g given ro a luxurious Deſire, of eating: 
much, or of things pleaſing to the Appetite, 1s 
hateful, even to perions that upon a moral Prin» 
ciple, only values their Honour 3 much more 15 
it to be hated, by iuch as prote:s to be Chriſtt- 
ans; yea, the Miiery attending it, even 1n tins 
World, 1s apparcrt, trom Frov.23.21,Fa the 
Drunkard and the G:iutton ſhall come to Poverty : and 
the Apoſtle in Phil.3.19.deſcriving the Enemies 
of the Croſs of Chriſt.hovlds thera forth to be ſuch, 
Whoſe end 1s deſtruction, and whyie 20d their Belly. 

23, Drinking to Exceſs, may he 1aid to be 
the Mother, of almoſt all Vices; for as there is 
in every humane Creature, when born, a natural 
propenſity to Evil; fo, were it not the com- 
mon Infiuences of the Grace of God, even to all 
Mankind, cnligntening their Reaſon, in ſo far, 
25S may let them ſee the Iniquity, in breaking of 
the the moſt of His Commands, and were not 
aiſo reſtrained, from the apprehenſion of tempo- 
ril Puniſhment, frail wretched man, would al- 
ways be committing every wickedneſs within 
11s power. Oaght we not then to fear, leſt we 
ſhould proyoke God to give us up to our ſelves, 
which 1s the worſt of Evils, when by intemperate 
drinxing, we not only cloud, but deſtroy our 
Realon, which as it 1s given vs principally, to 
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din uls vs from Eruits, and enavie us to 
$1073 our CIeator, even fo, that we may there. 


4 O 


by 2c the hitt:neis of Vice, and tear the puniſh 


ments july due to 1t, Hiſtory doth plainly 


make appear its being hateful, even to Hcathens; 
and the many and dreadful judsments, that hath 


betailen miſerable Wretches, £tven over to that 
wickedneſs, and the Holy Spirit of God, holds 
forth the folly and miſery ot that Sin, as in Pro, 
20, 15, Wine 1s a Mocker, flrong arin% 15 raging, 
and whoſnever is deceived thereby, is not wiſe, And 
the great miſery attending at, 15 apparent from 
Prev. 23. 29, 39, And as being abominable to 
Almighty Gcd, 1t 1s put into the Catalogue of 
Erievous fins, that feciudes from the heavenly 
Kingdom, 1 Cor. 6. 10. nr Drankerds, ny Re- 
wilers, %c: (hall inherit the Kinzdom of God, 

29, What I have ſaid before this, of Idleneſs, 
and now of Intemperance, brings me to ditiwade 
your being guilty of the beaſtly, and to be hated 
ſta of Uncleanneis, whereof they may be traly 
faid tobe Parents. It 1s indeed moſt hateful, 
and to be abominate, and I intreat you may be 
earneſt with God, that He for Chriſt's ſake, by 
His Grace, may prevent the very beginnings of, 
and inclinations to that filthy tin, for 11 every 
119, 4nd eipccially this, wherever Satan preva1ls, 
but to 4 o2Zinning, or tendency thereto, it 1s 
impaih>!e, without the ſpecial Grace of God, 
of His great Mercy beſtowed. to prevent the be- 
Ing S1ven over, ta the praGtiſe of that wicked- 
neſs, which 1s aim9ſt 1rrecoverable : as 1n Pro. 
2. 19. None that go u'-: 52r, return agatn, nelther 
tabe they hold of the paths 5; {ife, Ye would not 


enly forbcar any Aion, or ccrivupt Communi- 


cation 
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cation that tendeth thereto; but 1n your very 


| heart entertain no thought that has any proſpeci 


Ss 


to that Sin : for albeit ye ſhould forbear the 
Trofſer Aﬀs of Uncleanneſs, yet 1f you do with 
any delight entertain ſnch fimtul Thoughts and 
Fancies: It 1s to be feared, your forbearance 
flows not from a principle of the fear of God, 
or love toHim; and that your lodging ſuch fti- 
thy Suggeſtions,will bring you under great dan- 
ger of being guilty of the groſs Ads ot Unclean- 
neſs, which are utterly deſtruQive to Man, even 
in relation to his temporal Beeing; Curſes fol- 
lowing that Sin, being piain from Scripture, 
Prov. 6. 25, For by the means of a whoriſh woman, 
a man ts brought to a piece of bread, and the Adul- 
tereſs will hunt for the precious life; yea Wrath and 
eternal Judgment is frequenly denunced againſt 
It, as 1n the 13. Heb. 4. But whoremongers and 
Adulterers God will judge, The Budy 1s called 
tne Temple of the Living God, and the Apoſtle 
1n the 1 Cor. 3 17. peremptorly threatens de- 
ſtru&ion to the Defilers thereof, If any man de- 
file the Temple of Gid, him ſhail God deſtroy, for 
the Terple of God is bo!y, which Tembole ye Ares 
And 1t does etervaliy exclude from the preſence 
ot God. Eph. 5. 5. Fer this ye bzuaw, that na Whore- 
momger nr unclean Perſon ſhall enter into the MINg- 
arm of Grit, And how great will the ſtupidity 
and veaftlinets of Sinners appear even to them- 
(clves,;n that day of the'r ſtandins befrre theo 
Trivunal of God Almighty, when they (hail find 
trom their bc1ns guilty of that beaftiy Sin, thit 
hey ire for ever fſeciuded from his prefence 
and klzgdom, : 
29 SCULDZ ang Profanins the bieifed Nime 
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of God, is anevil, dire&ly contrair a pofitiy: 
Command, and it's being of the Devil is obvious, 
I intreat you guard againſt all tendency thereto, 
for God does often give over to themſelves.ſuch 
as arc uſual Swearers and Profaners of His Name, 
and leaves them to fall into that to be lamented 
State of conſtant Swearing, where they have no 
Temptation, nor the leaſt pretence. to any Ad- 
vantage thereby, Remember the Account you 
enuſt make at the great day of your appearance 
before God's Tribunal, and if they ſhall not e- 
ſcape who have ſpoken 1dlely and vainly ; how 
terrible ſhall their Judgment be, who profane 
and abuſe th& Name of the moſt holy God ? Aec- 
euſtom your ſelf to a moſt awful Dread of His 
Name, and never pronounce the ſame in word, 
or have it even 1n the thought of your heart, but 
with due Reverence 3 for he has expreily faid, 
He will mt bold them guiltleſs that tabeth his Name 
7n vain. 

& 31, Lying, 1s by every one known to be (o 
inconſiſtent with Honour, or any thing deſfire- 
able; AsI think, tew Arguments may ſerve to 
diſwade your being guilty thereof, It's Effefts 
amons ſuch as ye converſe with, will be not to 
be believed when ye (peak trath, and Experl- 
ence iheweth, that any perſon being found to ly, 
they are with difficulty after that believed, but 
eonſidered as void of Credit, and very worth- 
leſs. As yan reſpe&t your Honour and Reputa- 
tien, but above all your Souls eternal Intereſt 
and Well-being ; accuſtome your ſelt to Truth, 
inevery circumſtance of your Speech and Aat- 
ons: for as Lyins 1s ſo obviouſly hateful to every 


perſon, but pretending to Honour aud manſy q: 
0. 
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{5 it is abominable to God. Prov. 12, 22. Lying 

lips are abymination to the Lord, and a Lye being” 
in the mouth ot any Perſon, does prognoſticate 
the Devils being in the heart; for lying, may 

properly be ſaid to be his Language, he being 

the father of Lyes. And ye find in the 22, Rev: 

15. ſuch to be .debarred from the new Jeruſalem, 

as loveth and maketh a 1lye, 

32, As you are to abominat that diſhonour- 
able Viee of Lying, ſo ye would forbear what has 
any likelyhood to, or appearance thereof; Be- 
ware of. reporting Stories, having any thing of 
ineredulity in them : ſince you may thereby 
i00n procure to your (elf, ſuch a Stain of diiho- 
nour, as even your after-life, albeit of great 
prudence and veracity, will with difticulty de- 
let. I hope my confidence in your being ne- 
thins inclined to this Vice, ſhall not deceive me, 


and I give you this Caution, leſt by unnece:lar 


reportins of Truths, which has any appearance 
of impaiſibility, you beg1n to weaken your Cre- 
dit, for I think any at leaſt, whilft they are cn- 
tering upon the World, and whil'ſt their Soli- 
dity and Veracity be nottour, ſhould be cautious 
they do not 1n Diſcourſe, or otherwiſe what may 
have a tendency to weaken their Reputati- 
In, 

33. Beins talkative, and a love to Diſcourſe 
much, has many inconveniences attendins it, 
and hawever ſome perſons truly of Vorth ma 
be inclined thereto, yet has it ever to me moſt 
1.utliy proclaimed their. folly. Whilſt ye are 
in Company of any Superior, 1t will be Wiſdom 
to ſ{pzat but when required, unleſs it be with 
mode:ty in few and appoſite Words,to evidence 
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ſome defire;or ſeck to be reſolved of ſome Que- 
ſtton ; and 1n all Companics whatſoever, ſhun 
the taking upon you of much Diſcourſe, as what 
1s not only Nauſcating, but often in the abun- 
dance” thereof, 15 ſomethins ſaid, which the 
Spexker, or ſuch es 15 concerned in him, would 
heartily wiſh, were not ſaid. And Solomon 1n 


the 10, Prov. 19. Holdeth forth to you, that in 


the multitude of Words, there wanteth not ſin, but 
he that refraineth his Lips, 1s wiſe, And the 17, 
28, Even a foil when he heldeth his peace, 1s count- 
ed wiſe © and he that ſhutteth his lips, ts eſteemed a 
a man of underſtanding. 

34. I have told you, ye are to evite Idleneſs, 
and (o live as tobe uſeful 1n your Station, and 
that you may continue the more fitted for ſo do- 
ins; Recreation both to Body and Mind 1s ne- 
ceſſary, but your Care muſt be, that it be allow- 
able both in Quality and Quantity. Let jt be 
what 15 ſuitable to perſons in your Station, and 
by not exceeding 1n the uſe thereof, free your 
ſelf from that too epidemick Favit of making 
Recreation, as 1f1t were your Callins, Surely, 
it is moſt irrational, that men ſhould fo little 
value precious time,as the moſt of their Thouzhts 
ſhould be, how they ſhall cheat themſelves of 
what they would find tobe Irrecoverable; and 
for which to have 1t redeemed from the Wictk- 
edneſs and Folly of our vain way of living, 
weuld willingly be given, all within the power 
of wr:tched Man. Fordbzar {uch Recreations as 
may be ſinful or ofenfive : I fnall not determine 
anet:t the lawtulnets of Games, wherein there 1s 
Lottoric. knowing that ſome g40d Men have al- 
lowed th<reot ; but many are 0i tne Opinion of 
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their beins unlewhul.and ince you may have ſut- 
ible Diverftotis, without ufins 1uch, 1t 15 ſurely 
ſatelt to forbear. And 1t is evident,that the play- 
ins at Cards, end Dice, ( from which I ablolute- 
iy difiwade you) is obviouſly accompanied, 
with ſuch finful Inconyeniencies, as the advan- 
tage of the Recreativin of your whole life, will 
be dearly bought by any part thereot: I ſhall 
not lay, but ir 4 poifibic, to ute that Diverſion 
with inoderation, yet ſeldom are Youth cnabled 
ſo to do z and tone, it 1s not the leaſt Argument 
againft that, and fome otner Games, there bee 
119 not much allowa»!e, tnat there 15 not only 
upon the moſt of perſons uſing them, a kind of 
bewitching Inclinztion, to the frequent doing 
thereot; butotten are theſe given up to their 
immoderate uſe, ſo far deſerted of God, as they 
are otherways 1n their converſation, Offenſive. 
Yea, I may ſay, there are not many that uſes 
them, without what is very ſinful; for it they 
benot, as the moſt are tempted to Swear and 
Curie ; do they not at the beſt, in the practice 
of that Exerciſe, evidence ſuch an intent, and 
ſerious diverſion of mind, as is inconſiſtent with 
Recreation, ang difbles from Duty, 

35: AS YOU Would not do what 1s offenſive to 
all 20nd Men, and above all, ſinful in the ſizht 
of God ; frequent not wicked and ſinful Compa- 
ny, Jet not their complacency, or any other 1n- 
ducement from th:ir Converſe, overcome you 
tor the Frailty of man, is moſt likely to prevail, 
vndcr the temptation of evil Company. I in- 
©02%, your ordinar converſe be with ſuch, as 
7:27 rather furcher, than hinder you in the 
Ways of Godlineſs : and endeavour, to Feguens 
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ſfach Company, as you would defire to be found 
with at the day of cath, or your appeaiance be- 
fore God's Tribunal, You find by Pſal, 119. 63, 
That David was a Companion of all them that 
did fear God, and did keep His Preeepts, And 
Solomnmn 1n Prov. 28, 7. Telleth, that who ſo 
heeperh the Law, #« a wile Son; but he that is a 
Companien of rrtous Men, ſhameth hs Father, 1 
acknowledge, whilſt men are in the World, it 
may be {414 to be impoſſible to be altogether 
out of the Company of the Prephane ; but let it 
be evi-l-nt rom your whole Converſation, that 
your de'ight is not in 2ny ſuch Fellowſhip; tor 
undoubtedly a youns mans frecuenting evil 
Company, 1s an Evident, and undenyable De- 
monſtration, of his be-i1nning to be ſuch, as the 
Company he keeps, it he be. not already come 
their height. 

35. Havins in what T have written, minted 
at, dire&ins you in ſome things, that hath rela- 
tion to your ſelf, in the diſcharge of your Duty 
God-ward, and in the beginning thereof, urged 
your making conſcience of Prayer. Yet, ſuch 
15 the unvyaluable Gift of God, in allowing $S1n- 
ners to come to Him, as I ſhall, before I ſay a- 
ny thins to you, that concerns your Duty to your 
Neighbour, again intreat your Diligence 1n 
drawing near to him, which you muſt do in 
Faith, undcr a ſenſe of your very many Wants, 
your great Unworthine(s, and apprehending and 
taking up God, as avle to help.. dreadful 1n his 
Juſtice, yet wonderful in Mercy, and acceffible 
to loſt Sinners in Jeſus Chriſt: and as we are 
called in whatever we do, to conſider aright the 
motive to, and the manner of our doings Dug 
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(39) 
{OI defire it may be your care, to prevent your 
Guilt in either of theie. Your motives to Duty, 
would be allowable in His fight 5; who rot. only 
allows of, but requires our concernment tn our 
ſelves and others, which may lawfully in a great 
Degree, ſtir-us up to come to Hup. But let 
our great Endeavour be, that your heart may 
e filled with love, to the only Living and True 
God, who is wonderful in Mercy, and make 
love to Him, the zreat Motive to whatever you 
g0 about : let the manner of your doing thereof, 
evidence your ſenſe, of God's knowing the moſt 
ſecret of the thoughts of your heart. It 15 much 
to be lamented, that the Duty of Prayer 1s ſo 
senerally negleGed ; but alas / How great 15 the 
Sullt of tuch, as but ſeemingly goes about the 
performance thereof, in not comins aright, as 
in the treſence of God ? It is the heart that God 
ſces and requires, and how wicked are its watt- 
derings at ail times, eſpecially in that Duty, as 
you expcd to be owned of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the day of your Appearance before His Tribun«1? 
Strive againſt this Wickedneſs, and as an uſeful 
He:p, through the Bletfing of God, after you 
have b2en abcut the Duty by your ſelf, or joyn- 
11g with ethers; meditate upon your particular 
Failings, !n the motives to, and inanner of your 
Pertermance; and hold them up to God, as be- 
12g haterul to you, and with a tuil defire, ſeek, 
He may ſtrengthen you againlt ſuch, in all time 
Ccoimng : 2nd this without any ſeeming affeQa- 
r:0n, yea without beins noticed, even by theſe 
in company with ycu, you inay do by ſerious 
Meditation, whatever be veu Diverſion in wor!d 
iy Concerns; and 15 you do it with earneſineſ, 


You, 
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vou may with conficence, expe@ the weakning 
of the Corruptions of your evil heart: and as 
your ſubordinate ends in Duty, may be His 
bleſſing you, even in this S1de of time, but e- 
ſpecially to all Eternity; ſolet your great end 
in this, and whatever elſe you do, be His Glory, 
37. My heart doth much ſerve me in repeat: 
ing my Deſires, that ye prize the Goodneſs of 
God, 1n allowing wretched mankind, to put uy 
their Deſires to Him in Prayer, for His Mercy 
:herein is Incomprehenſible ; yet I incline to 
Caution you, that your coming to Him in that 
Duty, may not be your Snare; for as there iz 
but too many, that do's ſlight the doins thereot, 
ſo there are not wanting ſuch, who are not only 
hypocritical, or ſelfiſh 1n their Ends therein; 
but there are, who miſtakes the Means for the 
End, and think their praying, may and will atone 
for Immorelities 1n their Convertation, and are 
ready too much, to conſider the performance 
of that Duty, as the carnal Jews did, ſacrificing 
under the Law. We ouzht indeed with joy, to 
conſider, that onr Blefled Lord, was once offer- 
ed a Sacrifice, to ſatishe for Sin: and that we 
are not only allowed, but enjoyned, to apply 
our (elves by Prayer, to our Merciiul God, that 
in Him we may be accepted. But as I have ſaid 
to you, that without beins morally honeſt, all 
your Endeavours to rei!5ious Duties, will be but 
loſt labour : ſo where cne of your Ends in pray- 
ing, 15 not for Grace, enabling you fo to live, 
you want not Reaſon to regrate your dong Ot 
it: for as the Firſt and Great Command 1s, T #04 
(halt I>ve the Ld thy G:id,, witi; all thy heart, w2t! 
all thy fzul, and with all thy mind ; to the Second 
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1. Chu Motte I807 thy Nerghbas as thy ſelf, And 
bo way cana Chriitan inore adorn the Goipe! 
2» our Biciled Lord, then by fſuci 2 Converta- 
ton cowards all men, as the Apeitic enjoyns , 
Rom. 13. 14. Let us will hnej.:y a; in the 
av, not in Ri:ting and Drunhenne's, not in Cham- 
boring and Wantorne(s, not in Strife ang Envying < 
bit pat ye on the Lord Feſis Chrijt, and make not pro- 
Lifton for the flef, to jultil the Lufts thereof. And 
as hating wit the tame Apoſtle dehorts, 2 Cor. 
12, 20, Debates, Envyings, #raths, Strifes,Back- 
bitinzs, Whiſrerings, Swellings, Tumults: and let 
us mind that 1t 15 -ur Duty, what he lays, 2 Tim. 
2. 19. And !et every one that nameth the Name of 
Chrijt, depart from Int;ztty. 

33. You knovvy the ſuram of the whole Com- 


mands 15.to0 iove the Lord your God with all your x 


Soul, %c. and to love your Netzhbour as 
your (elt. A due Conſideration of this great Pre- 
cept, and making uſe of that ſhort Rule, ot do- 
Ing as we wculd be deait by, and that jn every 
thing that way relate to cur Netghoour, m:i2h! 
be 1ni{tcad of Advice to you upon that lead, 

23. Bc tcrder of his Goods and Good Name. 
as of vour own, 11 ſo far as ye have acces to in- 
terels your {clt therein, and hate in your felt or 
otners, detraQtins or ſpeaking to the prejudice 
ot any, for Charity towards your Neizhbour, 
and berng charitable, in order to the Relief 0! 
h13 wants,are Duttes, then which there are none 
more ciecrly ard poſitively held forth in Scrip- 
ture, We are called to iwdge choritably of e- 
very thing our Neighbour does cr fays, and evcr 
to put tne beſt Conſtruction upon the ſame, thas 
it wii lufder; The Apoſtle in the 3. to the 
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£4. Exhorteth thereto, and preſſeth that above 
eings, ye may put on Charity, which 1s the 
Bond of Peace : The ſaid 3 to the Col :. and 12, 
to the Rym. Ye often would read, they contain- 
nz many excellent Precepts. And a charitable 
relieving of your Neighbour in his wants, 15 as 
fully enjoyned, and as great Promiſes annexed 
thereto, as almoſt any other Duties 1n the Scrip- 
tures, Itis true, as we are required to give 
liberally, ſo we are to do it with diſcretion ; 
and not only to give what is our own alanerly, 
but even what in our Stations, our Circumſtan« 
ces being contidered, we may ſpare ; but what 
ive do therein, we are to do it witha liberal and 
cheartul heart. You ſhall know, that there are 
Na ſort of Duties which God hath more expreſly 
commanded, than that of Bounty and Mercy. to- 
ward our Brethren : whence evidently the high 
value thereof in Goa's Eſteem, may be inferred; 
in the Old Teſtament, 1t 1s faid Deut, 15. 7: 
Tra fhals nt harden thine heart, nor ſhut thine 
hand from thy poor brother : and in Verſ. 11. Thou 
ſhalt open thine hand. wide unto thy Brother, unto thy 
Po, and unto thy Needy, in the Land, And when 
Daniel would preſcribe to King Nebuchadnezzar 
the beſt way of Amendment, and the ſureſt 
Means of averting God's Judgements, impendent 
on him ; he ſays to him, Dan. 4. 27. Where- 
fore, O King, let-my counſel be acceptable unto thee, 
breat off thy. fins by raghteouſneſs, and thine Int- 
quities. by ſhewinz- mercy to the Pex : this he pitch» 
ed upon, as chictly-grateful to God, and clear- 
ly teſtitying Repentance. Yea, we not only 
bave a poſitive Command from God, for beins 
charitable ; but we have in Prov. 19. 17. Fits 
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expreſs Obligation for its repayment, Xe that 
hath pity upen the Por, lendeth unto the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, will he pay him again, 
Men are rationally ſatisfied, when their $tcck 1s 
irtruſted in the hands of an apparent ſufiicient 
Creditor ; and certainly, the only true Wit- 
dom, and reaſonable improving of what 5 with- 
in our Power, muſt be in the diſpoſal thereot 5 
ſo, as that we have our God, who 1s infinite in 
Power, and all his other Attributes to be our 
Pay-maſter : and as there are 1n yery many Parts 
of the Scriptures, hoiden ferth, the great advan- 
tazes of this Duty; ſo alſo, there are therem 
correipondently, grievous Yumſhments denoun- 
ccd againſt the Tranſgreficrs thereof : as in jam. 
2. 13, He ſhall have Judgeinent without Mercy, 
that ſheweth na Mercy; and Job 20. 18, 19. That 
which he laboureth for, he ſhall reflere, and ſhall 
nt ſwall»w it dawn , according to his Subſtance, 
ſhall not rejayce 
therein, becauſe he hath oppreſſed and forſaken the 
Pow. Youſece here, this Judgement 1s detoun- 
ccd ; not only becauſe he hath unjuſtly oppreſſcd, 
but becauſe he hath uncharitably foriaken the 
Poor. And as your Charity muſt be with a full 
heart, extended to all in Want; ſo .eipectally 
75 tuch, who can be judged to have an jontcreſt 
iri our Bleſſed Lord: for in the Goipel it 1s plain, 
me value our Saviour puts upon this Duty, by 
telinng us 18 32at, 25. 235, That the Blefied of 
His F:ther, would be ſuch, as gave Him meat 
hen he was hungr;, and drinh when thirſty, %c. 
Ana that cn the contrare, theſe doings otherwile, 
wouid te tound to be the Curſed of God, con the 
lett hand : and He plainly declares what 1s done 
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+0 nis Poor ones, to be as done to Himteit. But 
;116d in this, or whatever duty ye go about ; 
that Applauie irom men, or any other feif-end, 
have no weight with you,and that all tht is yoſ- 
fible for you to pertorin, 1s unexpreifibly ſhort 
of meriting in the ſvsht of God, 

40. Endeavour with diſcretion, and as you 
ive acceſs, witnout an ofiicious and undiſcreet 
obtruding your felf, to make your neighbour 
percelve the Error of nis Conduct, and 1f your 
Knowledse and Opportunity enivie 308 to the 
doing any thing for the good of his Sou! ay hold 
upon the occaſion with all -cheeriulneſs. 

41. Beware vi Oppreſſion, yea of ihe leaſt of 
Injaſtice to your Neighbour, in his Goods or 0- 
therways, eſpecially the Poor, or ſuch as may 
be unable to defend themſelves, for the grievoul- 
neſs of that Sin, 15 manifeſtly held forth in Serip- 
Ture, and many are the Precepts expreſly dif- 
ehargins-it, The Prophet Zechar: 7: 10, Re- 
quires, that the Widow, the Fatherleſs, the Stran- 
Fer, and the Poor. be net oppreſſed; and that none 
zmagine evil againſt his Brother in his heart, And 
the Prophet Malach., denunceth Judgments, and 
declareth God will be a {wift Witneſs againſt the 
Sorcerers, and againit the Adultcrers, and falſe 
Swearers, and againſt theſe that oppreſs the 
Hirelins in his Wages, the Widow and the Fa- 
therleſs, and that turn aſide the Stranger from 
his Right, and fear not me, faith the Lord of 
Hoſts, Yea, our bleſſed and everiivins God, 
does \o far take the poor under his protection, 
as he ſays, Prov. I4. 31. He that opprejſeth the 
Por, reproacheth his Maker ; but he that honowreth 
him, bath mercy en the poor, And he is o_ in 
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and tht he will plead their Cauſes wyh their O- 


Prefſſors . 


42, 1 have confidence, I necd nothing diiwade 
your ſtealing, or taking unjuſtly what 15 not your 
own, and ſhall only tell you, that you be Ear 
ful, that tle Right to what you have, bc ſuci;, as 
not only ſccures from a c1vil Inconveniercy, but 
ſo as ye may be found in the ſight ot Gud to have 
a juſt Title thereto ; of which ve would be very 
circumſpect, for cvery perſon 1s too ready 1 
in any debatable Matter, to determine to hs 
own Advantage. Yea, it you ſnall find any thing 
that 15 loſt, your retairing, and not reſtcring it 
to the Owners, 1t poſſivle they czn come to yuur 
knowledge, docs dircctly break the elightnCom- 
mand ; and where the Owner cannot be founu, 
you are tv conſider the Poor the Proprietar 
thereof, and diſpoſe cf it, or it's Avall, touch 
as truly are in want. | 
43. | have hinted ſomething to you of the 1n- - 
convenicnicy of DcetraRtion, it 1s a Crime, albeic 
amongſt the Baſeſt, yet very ordirary with ma- 
ny perions, and it 1s palpably cbtcrvabie, that 
the moſt of Pcovle does evidence 2 deiioht in 
celling and devuiging the Faults ofoth..rs, which 
dircily tpeaks their beings 1n fo far oithe Devil, 
and not of God ; ter Satan endeavours, and' 
deltgits in the death of $1gners : But our blef- 
ied Lord has ſaid, rhat he takes no pleaſure 
therein : do not you fr::m any tiniſftrucus deſi211, 
enCure into the Atincs of yeur Neighbour, 
and tnercty Evite what 1s Hurt too ord:t;zr, that. 
cuſtom ©? crQuirins ws News. or for diverfion 
dt lic Hours, wilt !s the Carriave of © ey 
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Vc itf!7 De far from receivi: a2 AZ HELL OTE 
proju..'t.2 of any witn the eAte + f Suricract tot, 5 
at all t> divu.ge it, but as a necetlar Mean t 
reach the end,for which t] <) encuirc atrer wit 
1s indecd a 7 3nderiu! =1:d irretrz29a5mie Evidence 
ofthe: 12tre Corruption and Depravar! ton of the 
Nacure 6&f Mankind, that we ſhoaid delizht = 
vii, without any imaginable proſpect of Satis- 
faction or Advantage to our ſelves, or others, 
whereof this Practice is an inſtance: And it is 
ut too frequent, fer without much noticing, it 
ay be obſerved in aimoſt all Companies, "hat 
tne Faults and Infirmities of others, arc ottner, 
1d with greater picalurc diſccuried upcn, than 
any thing Tendin ns to their Advantage. [t 1s rue, 


alto! all Mankind, has more of what is Fooliſh 


and Sintul in their Carriage, than what can be 
ſpoken ot totheir Commendation. Yet | tell 
YOu, 18 1s your Puty in diſcretion, as a Ne:2R- 
Dour. ana above a:l, ao 4d Chriftta n 1n the i:ht 
oh ono! to refrain from the [PCZKLUE 0 THe Poe 
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Greater worldly Trouble , El {pecially,where they 
are i:ct avie to :; ine tie " ' d<fir CS of thele Ns) 
v1om ey are !:duc.5o it } Providdaice ſhall tryſt 
vourbeins ev2agntd, lot ttbeyour rreateſtmeridly 
Tbs ngivny to aiicharge your (elt thereof, and 

ircely to give when it is reGuired, even to cve- 
ry perivn you Are mnaue to; but eſpecially to 
LUC as cannot tubfiſt with the want thereof. I 
beſceclt you, let not the Hire ot the Servant or 
LEE be 1n your hand, when they need 1t ; 
cr icvere 15 the Curie pronounced againſt the 
W wales thereot; and conſider no kind of 
Gocds to be the Propric ety of your ſelt or Chil- 
aren, 2s Coming trom you, to long as you are 
Deaitor 295 any perion, and thatall you have, In 
tne arit place, 1s to be dilpoſed of tor tlietr 
payment. 

15, Be very Cautious atent your engaging 
your felt Surctie tor any, ";tbeing amongſt the 
Sreatcit of Srares, that conceris your worldly 
bet: "8. You have Selommn, who had the greateſt 

2$!Cd ge : diiiwad) nZit, ( | (ay Cautious) be- 
Ce it | C4207 but acknowledse the caſe may ex- 
b %11CTEL YIur iremds wel bcins may abſolutly 

FEQUTC XK ior Ne !s a miſeribie Creacure, thac 
«C75 13; his Cor ncerns, a$1ihe were only born for 
MTUCH,, Und C&t 1507 concerned tn the Well- 
23g Ct his Netzhbour, but etpectai!” of his 
[C-Uhg ; VEL would it be neceifity that mMae.:es 
C4 G9 it, and 4 39 fNerclB, 25 may be Con- 
CERLIICN Be Subitance: of your Telf and Fa- 
YI, YOUE reation And I adviſe you rather 
© 2 lpia 12 Him, 1N giving the uſe of what 
\ZU ars @0ie tt ſnare of Faur own, for the In- 
CR cruency Of Surtieſkio, and its lying over vn- 
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payed, hath often proven yery hurtful to theſe 
engaged 1n it, 

45, Where you are Creditor to any Perſon, 
1t 1s your Duty with diligence, to concern your 
ſelf in your being fatisfted; but it they be in 
Want, and willing to Pay, beware of exa&ing 
too rigorouſly ; for the true uſe of Law on that 
Head, 1s, but to compel ſuch, who uſes not the 
utmoſt of their Endeavour, to pay what they 
are endue ; and I adviſe you rather to Clemen- 
cy, albeit it ſhould be your loſs, than too. ſe- 
yere exating upon Perſons in Want; leſt you 
be found to have wanted the Bowels of Com- 
paſſion, and Mercy toward your Neighbour, 
when you appcar before the Tribunal of our God, 
before whom there 1s no ſtanding, but as he 1s 
1nfinitely merciiul to iintul Creatures, in Chriſt 

elus. ; 
47. As detraion, or reporting falſly any 
thing to your Neighbours prejudice, 1s utterly 
unallowable 3 ſo Flattery is a Crime, moſt un- 
becoming a man : 1t 15 an aggravation of Lying, 


which 1s amongſt the baſeſt of Crimes, and its. 
Iniquity 1s held forth, Prov. 26. 28. A ling 


toneve hateth thoſe that are affiidted by it, and a 
flattering mauth werketh ruine, The exerciſe of 


Reaſon, would prevent our flattering, or being. 


flattered : a Reproof being truly more Savoury 
than Flattery ; as in Prov. 28. 23. He that re- 
bubeth afterwards ſhall find. more favour, than he 
that flattereth with the tongue. 


43, Civility, and Complacency, are the' 


Bonds and Lizaments of Society 3 and wholoe- 
ver 1s void of theſe, are but troublcfome to all 
they converie with, Let 1tbe your care to to 


benave,-: 
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LENAave as YOur Company may be acceptable; 
vet ict your Compiacence nave Reaſon for 1ts 
Rule ; and beware of every thing that 1s ſinful 

4nd unbecoming your Station. - 
4.9. Be cheerfully afeMonat to your Relati- 
ans and Friends, and with freedom, allow them 
ſuch a part of your Heart,your Tine, ard your 
Means, as is conſiſtent with your other Duties 3 
for ſurely there is ( at leaſt to my Apprehenſien) 
no carthly ſatisfa&tion, to that of an Aﬀectio- 
nat Correipondence with; and Converſe of 
Friends, WY, 
e-, As you are to be fincerly affectionat to 
a] your Friends and Neighbours, and to prize 
a cordial and intimatCorreſpendence with them, 
ſo let no croſs Diſpenſation befelling them, al- 
Jicnat and eſtrange you therefrom. For ' Friend- 
ſhip only entertained in . proſperity, 15.not ſo- 
idly founded, neither upon Chriſtian nor Moe- 
ral Principles. Yet ſo general and great is the 
Corruption of Mankind, and eyery one ſo ready 
to decline from Duty.,as it 1s almoſt the practice 
of all, not only to undervalue ſucha Correſpon- 
dence with the Mcan and Low 1n the.World,al- 
cit otherwiſe, having what-may in ſome mea- 
{ure induce thereunto,but even to forbear,znd let 
fall that intimacy of Correſpondence they have 
had with ſuch, upon whom Providence ſeems to 
trown ; and albeit ſome, and 1t may be ſaid but 
a tew, from their: natural Aﬀection and Kind- 
ne\s to their friends, and from Conſcience, mo- 
v1ng not altogether to.deſert them: 1a their need, 
may not be wanting 1n many things when requi- 
red: Yet is it evident, any familiarity retained, 
15nut with that freedom and willingneſs of heart 
as 
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as formerly. Be ye careful, that ſuch with 
whom ye enter into Friendſhip, be from their 
Humor and chriſtian Converſation defirable, 
and when engaged, do not deſert the ſame, fo 
long. as. your Friend changes not z and let no- 
thing but either Deſertion on his part, or his be- 
ing guilty of what 15s inconfiſteat with a  Chrifti- 
an and Friendly Correſpondeace,diminiſh any 
part of your Reſpect and Familiarity. And 
where you are cngaged by any Benzfite, be not 
forgetfull thereof z evidence by your carriage, 
that you remeniber it'with tharkfulneſs, and abs 
hor your being-guilty of Ingratitude ; for it 1s 
truly ſaid, $7 ingratum dixeris, omnia dizxerts. 
$1. In Society, innocent Jeſting 1s not unal- 
lowable, but beware of giving Offence thereby ; 
tor the exerciſe of little Reaſon may ſatisty you, 
that the advantage from the wittieſt of Jeſts, 
is too dear bought ; the price being Offence 
given to the moſt inconfiderable of Perſons : and 
ſeldom do's ordinary ]cſters, miſs the grving as 


much Offence in a little time, as the Jeſts ot 


their whole life are worth, to themſelyes, er 0- 
thers, | 

82, Make not the Miſeries, the Infirmities of 
Peformitic-of others, the Ground and -Maiter 
of ygur Teſts : andofa!l kind of Jefting, be- 
wars 07 doing it with things Sacred: Ir 15s too 


muci 2 pri; tice of many, to uſc in their ordi- : 
n2ry, 1f not fi3fat converſe, Texts of Scripture ' 


- 


richoat any ſerioutnels, only for. Diverſion to. 
themwwl cs, or tas Company they. converie with.z 
winici is ſurely the height of Wickedaeſs, ang 
an ayouched declarins, they believe not the 


Scriptures to be diftated by the Holy Spirit of 


our 


(51) 

our moſt Bleſſed God, who will ſurely recom- 
penſe the Iniquity of ſuch, | 

) &83.1f your Occaftonsſhall ſometimes tryſt your 
being in Company not defireable, guard againft 
your beingconcern'din any Debate or Quarre!;tor 
the uſual Effefts of ſuch Contentions, zre meſt 
" lJamentab'e. And for what 1s moſt unreaſon- 
ably called Honour;and pretends to-oblige to ac- 
c 


cept of: a Challenge to Fight, it 1s ſo entire a 
Device of the Devil, and inconfiftent with Rel1- 
' gion, as I am ſure, none that hath the uſe of 
Reaſon, but ſees that Fraftice to be fooliſhly 
M1d, and Abominable; tor nothing that hath 
either Honour or Vertue, but it 1s tully agree- 
* ableto the Rules of Religion : and this Praftice 15 
{o-abſolutely a Device of the Devil, as it truly 
trim 1tnothing, cither honourable or vertu- 
ous 3 and ts altogether ieonfiſtent with the te- 
rious belief of # Tactement to come, where the 
Immortal Soul will receive the final and incon- 
> travertible Sentence, oft etetnal Salvation, or 
| Damnation. 7 ze Dev:!, that Enemy to Soul 
and-body.is undenvab:y tne Author of this Wick- 
ednels, 17 firtkmg directly at the deſtrucion of 
both : and iurely, there is nothins honourable 
to which a man dares not ſeck of God a Blefling, 
and any man's offering to pray to God, before 
9. his entering upon that Aon, is moſt unreaſo- 
'mable, and an extreamly Arrogant, Wicked, 
and finful ſecking of God, to bleis him, in do- 
ing what 1s pa!pably held forth in Scripture, to 
be againſt Ris expreſs and poſitive Command. 
54. So much as 1s within your power, endex- 
Ee vour the ljvins peaceably with all Men ; fer- 
ff hear it poiNole, all Law-Svits with your Netzh- 


a bours 
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bours ; fer it is furely your Intcreit, to forgo 
ſome conſtderable part of what 1s your own, ru- 
ther than (eek your Redreſs by that Mean : ard 
if you can perſwade your Party, 1t Providence 
ſhall tryſt your having of any, to refer what 
Difference there may be betwixt you, to equal, 


knowing, and honeſt Arbitrators, choſen by 
.your ſelves ; you may have a Sentence 1t 15 like, 


better, and with much leſs trouble, and vexa- 
tion, than-can be had; the Difference being 1n- 
ſiſted upon, before ordinar Judges. 

55. As youare to forbear prejudging, or of- 
fending of your Netghbourzſo 1t you be prejud- 
ged or offended by him, entertain no reſent- 
ment of the Injury, that may be 1ncenfiſtent 
with an intirc forgiving thereof ; Remember, 
our Þ!e{fed Lord, Mat. 18. 22, In anſwer to that 
Queſtion ; How often ſhall a Man forgive his 
Brother? Enjoyns 1t not only ſeven times, but 
ſcventic times ſeven. And 1n Prov, 20, 22, We 


are required not to recompence evil, but to wait uf- 


9n the Lord, and he ſhall jave us; Yea,truly there 
i5no acceſs to God 11 Duty, where there 1s not 
in the heart, an ablolute forgiving of Injuries 
received, You find tn Mit $s. 24, The Ijra- 
elites were to leave their Giit at the Altar, and 
30 ani 5c reconciled to their Erother, and ther 
to offer ; and ſurely, 1t our hearts entertain an) 
Rancor or Prejudice toward our Neighbour 
We do in pronuncing the words of that excellen 
Prayer of our Lord, directly defjire our ever 
laſting Deſtraction, The Petition 1n plain, anc 
exprets words. zcing not only to be forgiven 
as we do forfive; but in Mat. 6. where He ! 
teaching His Diicibles that Frayer, mn the ver 

Ver 
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Yerſes following, He adds, But if ye forgive not 
men their Treſpajses, neither will be forgive you 
your TreSþaſſes. | 

$5. 1t your Neighbours or others, by ſpeak- 
ing or ating, prejudge you 1n your Perſon, 
your Relations, your Goods, or good Name , 


| Jet the Effe& thereofbe, your retiring your felt 


to your own heart, and your examining Your 
Ways in the fight of God : it yeu find, that you 
have deſerved tuch uſage, fly to God by hearty 
Repenitance, and zc:nowledge even your Ob't- 
f3tion to the Inſtrument, alleit your Good hath 
not been by him intended : and if after a ſtrid& 
ſearch, you ſhall not ſee, that you 1n that mea- 
ſure, deſerved what you have met with; yet 


look not to the Red that ſtriketh, but the Hand 


that ordereth every thing well, in His wiſe Prc- 
vidence: and believe, that no Diſpenſation 
comes without its errand, nor can we meet with 
any thing fo grievous to us, but what we meric 


at Gods Hand : and humble your feltin His Pree 


ſence, that He, for Chriſt our Lord's ſake, may 
ſanity every Diſpenſation to you-ward, and 


thereby bring you to a greater nearneſs to Him.- 


57. If it pleaſe God you live in this fooliſh 
and vain World,whilſt 1t be your Duty, to enter 


1ato a marriedState;zremember your doing therc- 


of.is the Aion, that doth not only greatly con- 
cern your Well-being in the World, but is, what 
may further or hinder your eternal Happineſs. 
Therefore, that your choice of a fit Perſon may 
ve conducive to theſe Ends, be in the firſt place, 
carneſt in your Prayers to God, that nc dire 
you therein : Parentage, Beauty, and a cen.pc- 
tency of Means are defireabic, and what you 

| nay 


C549 , 
may very lawfully with Moderation, concern' 
your ſelt about ; but either, yea all of them to-| 
oe: are, what yields no real ſatisfaction: 

eauty 15 a Bleiling, and I think the Choice of 
every man, ſhould at leaſt, have ſo much there. 
of, as ſatisfies him; but it will evidence the! 
—_ of Folly, to propoſe it as a chiet Ground 
of ſatisfaFion ; for Sicxneſs a tew Years, or a 
thouſand Accidents, may not only 1mpair, but 
deſtroy it, And albeit it were poſſible, 1t could 
continue 1n the greateſt Perfe&ion deſirable. 
yet is it certainly amongſt what gives juſt Ground 
to cry out, that all is Vanity : and the wiſeſt 0 
Men, and of greateſt Experience, even in that 
Particular, hath ſaid Prov. 31. 30, Frvonr i 
deceitful, and Beauty is vain : but a 'ww1man th 
feareth the Lord, ie ſhell be praiſed, Let it bi 
your great care, the have the fear of God 1 
her heart, It'1s true, itis hard 'to determine 
where that'is, and I cangive you'no Rules d! 
reQing to any certainty thereof; 'but it is mot 
deſirable, ſhe be of honeft avi T«ligious Paren 
taze, and that'ſhe be of zood Report, and fre 
of ſuch Carriage and Deportment,-as ſpeaks fort 
Her want of the Fear of God, fuch as any tender 
cy to immodeſty in her Speech, or ARtons, G3 
ainz, and being much Abroad, Idleneſs, 0 
frequenting idle-Company, or'any thing eiſe n( 
toriouſly vitious; for albeit a Woman not gu! 
ty of theſe Crimes, may prove an uncomfortad! 
Mitch to a Man : Certainly ſuch as are guilt 
without the ſpecial Grace of God reſtrainins,w! 
prove ſo, Endeavour as what will much te! 
to your quietnets in that State 3 that ſhe be « 
a meek and affectionate Temper, and Diſpoſit 
ol 


| 
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; on;for as it is a Quality uncxprefſibly defireable, 
| in either Man or Women, ſo 1t 15 moſt neceflar 
to the Peace and Wel-being ot Parties urder 
that relation, 

58, As ye would not enter rafhly into a mar- 
ried State, ſo beiny 1n it, conſider the Charge 
;” Ye thereby come under, which 1s, indeed great, 
t Ard requires the diſcharge of Duty, toward 
4d yourChildren, your Servants, as you are {evc- 
« Tally concerned in them, and of Family-duties 
i towards them, and all within your Family in 
go ZYencral. I intreat the great cnd ye propoſe to 
2 Jour ſelt in Marriage may be, the having ſuch'a 

; Witeas will encourage you in the ways of God- 
, lineſs, and make it yeiur great wcrk fo to hve 
jy With her, as four only Strife may be who ſhall 

5+ Exce!l therein, Remember ſhe 3s one fleſh with 
ne J<u, ard is the neareſt of Relations, as in Eph, 

di 5+ 31. A man ſhall leave his Father and his Mp- 
of ther, and ſhall cleave tohisMrte, and they two ſhal 
og © one feſb, Yea,the ſame Apoſtle hath told you, in 
Fe the 28,verl.of that Chapter, Men cught to love theay 
or Wives as thery own Bogtes ;, he that loveth his Wife, 
Jet lovet) [-imſelf, Fcernication 15 exprelly diſcharg- 
-G, £4 1n Scripture, and Adultery isa dreadful Ag- 

, gravation of the Crime, let not the thought ot 
- nc J<vr Heart go after any other Woman, But as 
in Prov. 5. 19, Repce with the wife of thy youth. 
t "hl and in Mal. 2.18; Command that none deal treache- 

rouſly againſt the wife of his yauth 5 Be tenderly 
» wi ateaicnate to her, and expreſs it at all occafi- 

ens : But T my ſelf,cou!d never like of that 4ffe- 
tion that is held ferth by a Ian's giving of Git. 
to his Wife, whileft they live together, what ts 
. Ccnventent for her in her Station, beirs ao. 
2 lutely 
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lately her Proprietie ; and I conſider a raan's #1- 


ving any thing to his Wite, except with a pro- 
fpect of it's being uſeful to her atter his Death, 
C at which time, the Law allows her only what 


fe has thereby a right to ) to be as 1f with his 


ene hand, he ſhould give 1t to the other; for 


Man and Wife whilſt they live, ought to have no 
diſtin propriety in Goods, and your care of 
her ought 1n every thing to be, as it ſhould be in 
relation to your ſelf, As I have ſaid to you,one 
great end of your entering into that ſtate of Lite, 
ought to be, your being encouraged.in your Dy- 
ty God-ward, 1n order thereto, watch over one 
another, and with Meckneſs and Aﬀe@ion hold 
forth to others your Failings whatever they 
be. Accuftom your (elf to the patient bearing 
of one anothers Infirmittess Be often in 
Prayer togetner, and at ſuch times, and a-part, 
let 1t be your earneſt requeſt 'to God, that He, 
for Chriſt's ſake would enable you, to the mu- 
tual Duties required. R 

80, If ye be bleſſed with Children, receive 
them from God as Bleſſings, and ſolemnly re- 


turn, and devcte them again to his Service, 
When they arc. to be Baptized, as you are to 


engage to their Education in God's fear 3 ſo let 
theſe times be Opportunities of your renewing 
your. own baptiimal Engagements, and with 2 


> 
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willing Heart give up to Ged your ſelf, you! | 


Children, and what ever 1s yours : As a Parent, + 


you are expreſly bound to provide for yourChil 


dren in this World, but eſpecially to all Eter 
nity; your care 1s to commence trom the tim: | 
of their being in the Womb, and what is ſult jt 
able for tac in your Scatton, 1s to be provide 3g 


fc; 
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for them in all tenderneſs and ateition ; vet [cr 


not your indulgent rob deftroy SOui _-cr_ Bo- 
dic, Be caretul of the means or tneir en! nVens- 
cnt Sub{iſtance, bat be warc of what 15 hurtiui to 
the Chil :d, or tending to Vanity, and betag tit 
fat! 11 tne fGoht of God ; Oiten does Parerts 1n- 
dulgence in pampcring Children, as dre ety 
deſt: *QV tacir Fodics, 42s it they did CUT INGr 
Thr Ot TE, > i Creiorc adviſe che! Ir Dze ooh LL) Ye 


_ ur Station, ar.d nc 7er or cis ke eatiis -1 iv 
e1ve: jmcder: atly when their Appetite reg UITCS : | 
tr furc 1 am; ths death of Tioufands of Cn! 
dren is kater.cd and procured by Unſcajonanic. 
Iitempecrate and Unwholiome beeding. where 

ne tor the Thouſand ſuffers dearh by Want ard 
Hunger, 

65, Endeavour their Knowledce 11 Lear: ins, 
as: hat will more fit them tor aly Condition <i 
Lite, they may be called to : Be ſure they be ac: 
quanrit with doings, what may keep them from 
Iutencis, and make them uſeful Members of the 
SOCIEty they live in. 

61, The uſual Imployments for Malc- ch] 
dren, be{1des what is Mechanicks, arc tic pro- 
Feton ot Law, Phyſick and Merchandiie : You 
would in ome meaſure from Ne Own 1rclina- 
tion, 
Living, and endeavour to hold forth to thery. 
the many Srares tht attends them whilft in the 
Wcrid; and particularly moſt incident to per- 
(ons, in the [mployment they are to tolluw, Fay 
mat of Law, T belicve' fince the world wa 
ithas been, much abuſed. and I tnink never near 
3galnſt knowledge at nd ligh: than in thir 1ate 


< of 
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let them make choice of their” manner of 
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A7esT ſhall be far irom thinkin?, but tl ere are 


perſons of great Honour, and integrity of tar 

coteſſion,but uticontravertedly the generality of 
theſe 1n 1t are very corrupt. T ſhall ſay nothing 
of judges, but what 1s too apparent, that they 
do, at leaſt many of them, beycnd what Law 
allows, take upon them. the dilpoial of pecpics 
Proprietie, and by the event makes it appear, 
they do it to the hight of Injuſtice 3 and for Ad- 


vocats and perſons of aninterior Ranxdependins: 


upon Judicatories: The generality of them are 
not only corrupt,out truly to the hight of Exceſs 
therein, for the moſt tender and conſciencious 
of that Imployment fome few excepted ) does 
little ſcruple to endeavour the promoting of an 
inuſt Aﬀtion : I muſt confels, there are tomy 


| knowledse, perſons of great Hor.our in that ſtatt- 


on, and it may be faid, that ſeverals are of that 
Ingenuity, as to fignifie to their Client, that 
they ought not 'o inſiſt, and that they ſhould 
in Tuſtics loſe tnetr pretences : But too feldom 
does it happen, th:t theie 1m that Profetlion does 
abſolutely refute to concur with their Client 1n 
the Injuitice ;, and it they do net: for their own 
gain, with the greateit part ſtir up, and iurthe 
their Client to what 15 anjuit 1 yet if they be de- 
fired, and liberally rewarded, do they not er- 
deayour at the Bar, and otherways, ſo to wr 
yeagle the Judze in comprenendins any Intrice 
cies in that Ation,as to vbiige him to pronoungt 
a Sentence, which they are fully fatisfted, 1s 4 
unjuſt, 'as they are ſatisfied, that the Sun 15 It 
the Firmatacant. . And as 1t 15 ſurely to be cor 
dially wiſhed, that Judges and other in a C4 
pacity, would by ſuitable Rules and other Me 
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thods, prov:de againſt tne continuance of that 

nquitie z 10 the « only delireable way of reach- 
ing that end, 15 the L1edses havins fuch a Seniz 
of the Inconuvenienccs trom contending at Law, 

and that born ta Soul and Body, as may make 
tnem, by havinga Chriſtian and defircable Con- 
cord, In all their dealt35, withhold wiwc erables 
0-1 $i 2clety, to acquirea great part of rhe Sub- 
ſtance ot the Kingdom, 

52, For tht ot Phytick, you would be very 
Caucus IN determinin 2 your Children to that 
Protection, for nc=t to the Miniſtry, there 1: no 
other to which a ſuitable knowledge 1s {0 necet- 
lar, for 1n other Impioyments, a man by hs 
want of Knowledze and Gare, des for the moit 
part only prejudge himcelf, but an unqualined 
Proteilor of Phyiict, or Pharmacy, does IITCCC- 
verably prejudze his Patient ; aad it is tobe 
feared, that Ignorance and Inſobriety, which 15 
moſt incor. ſiſtent with that Imployment, does 
but tco much a20und, 

53. Merchandite has many Spares attending 
It, the Devil and our corrupt Hearts'combining 
tozetier, wh-re there 15 mulctplicity of Buſt- 
nets, hereby to deitray our Soulsz and 1 do 
truly appreacud there 1s no little guiit in the 
common and uncondemned way ot dealing in 
that Impioyment, and that both by Vender and 
Buyer, in their difingenious Asking, and offe- 
ring whar they are conſcious to themtelves, 1s not 
the worth of tnat they deal for, ' And { know 
no Argument for it, but its bettig ( 2s It is Out 
too truly ) cuſtomary : But fo are many thirgs 
very 5coily imful. And wheress it may be 03» 
jected,che mpoilibility of dealing in any Trade, 
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[4 without toilowins theſe cuſtomary Methods 5 the 
i 6bjeRing is a dire ſaying, they believe not in 
God, and his Pr: 2VICNCE : Bo ag that he has faid, 
Prov. Ic. 9. He that wath?th uprightiy, walbeth 
# ſurely, i can for ny ſelf trul fay, I have been 
hi aſhamed to oifer perions who I was otherways 
bound 2 value as Inge nuous, lefs than what they 
bY aSked, beings ſatisficd that the askins more than 
f the wortn, 1s dirctt Lvins : Ard that my otfe- 
ring leſs than was asked, was indirefly ſaying 
yeu Ly, It 1s true, thc Bur -rand Vender may 
ditter, 11 point of Judgment, and after com- 
muning may come to: alter their Optnions 3 but 
It 15 certain, moſt uſualiy dealings of that rind 
| proceeds trom a covetous defirc of over -Feaching 
i their Neighbour; and it is much to be wiſhed, 
fl and were moſt defircable, that Baving and Se]- 
4 ling were reduced to this ; that the Merchant 
[/ v1 1s ſuppoſed to know the vaiue of his Gods, 
£ would neither ask, nor taxe more than the iruc 
F worth, albeit a Fool or Child were en 1QViring 
a!ter them z and that the Buyer, -*t moet; g 
withan ignorant and fooliſh Merch, want. Mold to 
nis knowledge, neither offer; nor $1vc Ei than 
the true avail, without reſpeC& to the Price azk- 
| ed, and evite that ſin of taking the auvaitage 
[i of fuch as ſeils within the worth. either through 
if folly, or through Strait and Poverty; the firſt 
whereof is indeed finful, but-the laſt of taking 
þ advantage of any,- under the neceſſity of a 


= their 5:0ds, is dire& Robbery of the wor 

& vind, beinz of the Poor, who are ſpecially un 
der Gods proteRion. (0 

64. It has been, and is too much the Cuſtom, 


th for Parents, in deſiznins their Children to the 
Mt- 


_ — 
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Miniftry of the Goſpel of Chriſt ourLord,meerty 
to conſider it as a Trade orImployment,and with 
reipe& allanerly to their worldly maintenance, 
whichis the moſt ſinful fooliſh wayot diſpoſing 
of them. I am indeed moſt {enſible, there 1s no 
Station more honorable and deſircable than that, 
when conſciencioutly diſcharged ; and if 1t thall 
pleaſe God to bleſs you with Sons fitted for that 
work, and who you are fatisfied has a Call to 
engage therein, conſider 1t to be your Credit to 
farther the ſame. Yet I mntreat you rather than 
deiign that for their maintenance, breed them 
to themeaneſt of Imployments;I do not mean b 

a Call, any inward thing 1mmedtatly from God, 
he has thought fit in the times of the Goſpel ſmce 
the Appoſtles days, not to do ſo with men, but 
be fully ſatisfhed of their being 1n ſome competent 
meaſure qualificd for that great Charge, and 
that they themtelves in their hearts do truly 1n- 
tend therein the glory of God ; and not only 
ſatisfie your ſelf thereanent, but adviſe therein 
with religious and judicious Friends, and ſuch 
Miniſters as doth tiemſelves endeavour in faith- 
tulneſs, to diſcharge that ſo great and excellent 
Station, Wholoever enters therein, would 
have much of Humility : Pride and Conceited - 
neſs, being almoſt inconſiſtent with Grace; }. 
Learning, Prudence, and firensth of Reaſon, is 
mott defireable, and ſome zood degree thereof, 
1s altogether neceiſar ; but ſarely Humility, and 
{crious depending upon God for {trength in the 
diichargze of that great Work, is ablolutly re 
quired, I could my elf much rather be ſubje& 
to the Miniſtry of one truly humble and ſerious, 
than of one being otherways, and of the sreat- 
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et of Parts and: Learning. Indeed where they 
are together, tney are an excelling Ornament, 
and much to be defired ; but this Age from their 
Corcuption, docs o little intend God's glory in 
deſigning perſons for that Work, as the Con- 
verſe of too many therein does ſometimes ſpeak 
their want of reſpe& to moral Vertucs, and ve- 
ry often Conceit joyned with want of Parts and 
Learning, and what elſe does very much unfit 
them for the diſcharge of the Duties 1n that 
Station. 

65. Be caretul that your Daughters be ac- 
cuſtomed to the doing of what is Vertuous;ſo ſoon 
as they come to any Years of Diſcretion,let them 
be bred to what is ſuitable to your Station, and 
ſee tait, that their time be not waſted, in that 
Breeding that tends not to Vertue, whereof, 
there are but too many Inſtances in almoſt Per- 
fons of every Quality. It is not my deſign, to 
condefcend too particularly in any part of my 
Advice to you, expe&@ing, your own Diſcretion 
and Experience, w1ll ſupply that Want: yet can 
T not forbear to tay ſomething of Dancing, upon 
which, to have it taught to their Children, Pa- 
rents do's ſo waſtefully imploy ſo much of Young- 


ones time. I ſhall not be peremptor, in deter- 


mining againſt thoſe that moderatly uſe 1t ; you 
will find from Hiſtory, it hath been prattiſed by 
Great Men, who lived moral and vertuous Lives; 
yea, from Scripture, we find it to have been the 
praQice of the Godly, even in their worſhipping 
God, to expreſs their rejoicing and thankfuine!s 
of heart, in that Behaviour ;, as in 2 Sam. 6. 
4. David danced before the Lord with all bis might: 
and when God in Fr. 31, 13, is by His Yrophet 


promiting 


«<< 
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promifing to His People, that He will bleſs them, 
faith, Tyen ſhall the Virgin rejoyce in the Dance, 
&c. Yet, as it 15 now ufc, 1t 1s but little, ailow- 
able: { know it 1s generally pretended to be, 
oniy for procuring to Young-ones a luitadic Car- 
ria, in the behaviour of their Bodies 3 but be- 
ware the immodcrate uſe thereof, bring them 
not to ſuch a Behavicur, as that they thereby, 
come urider the Curſe pronounced, Iſa. 3. 16, 
Moreover, the Lyrd ſaith, becauſe the daughters of 
Zim are haughty, and walh. with ſtretcaed farth 
necks, and wanton eyes, walking, and mincing 4 
they £2, therefore will he ſmite them with a Scab, 
&c. And aibeit my Experience be inconſide- 
ravble, yet can I poſitively ſay, that I have obſer- 
ved the Conſequenees, of waſting of time in 
Learning, that ſo empty, tovliſh, and not truly 
term'd Qualifcation, to be fatal to the Credit, 
and otherways the well-being of thoſe, who ſo 
If their Health permit, let 
them not lie 1n the Morning : and as. their firſt 
Work ought to be their performing the Dutics 
required of them as Chriftiansz ſo throughout 
the day, let them evite Idleneſs, 1t being the 
nurſery of Sin. A cheerful and free manner of 
Converſatton, 1s defirable 1n every perſon; yet 
15 it altogether fittins, that Youns-women have 


Joincd with 1t, a modeſt Reſervedneſs, for too 


much treedom in converſe amoneſt Young-men, 
and Young-women, 15 often attended with ſtains 
to their Reputation, which they would, by a 
modett and gracious Converſation, greatly cti- 
dzeavour to acquire, and retain : and cſpecial- 
ly they would beware of any thing, tending to 
$©59 much freedom, with ſuch as are not of their 
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e39h Degree, and Quality, And as a modeſt 
reſervedtie(s in their Behaviour, cyen in all 
their Cenverſe, is becomins their $ex; ſo a 
decent and becoming Gravity, is defirable in 
their Attire. It were indced an uvyallowable 
Morofity, not to grant, that Young-women ought 
to have a neatneis, anſwerable to their Quatity ; 
for it 15 truly decent, to behold it in young one: 
of that Sex ; but endeavour, that the doing of 1t, 
have too much, neither of their heart, nor thei 
time : and as all our Aﬀtions ought to have at. 
honeſt end ; ſo ye would often mind them, tha | 
what they do therein, be neither to fatishe then | 
own Pride, nor to ſtir up unſuitable AﬀeCtion | 
in others, But ye would conſider, that you ; 
Children being educate in God's Fear, 1s tl: ; 
only way to bring them to a true ſenſe of the | 
Duty towards God and Man ; you are therefor | 


by your Example and Precept, to perſwad | 


them to a Chriſtian Walk ; we have God's pol 7 
tive Command for this, Deut. 6. 5, 7. And th! 1 
words which Icommand thee this day, ſhall be! 
thine beart. And thou ſhalt teach them unto ti 
Children, &c, And in cap. 32. 46, Fe ſays, 8 y 
your hearts unto all the words which Tteſiify ami 


you this day, which you ſh.uil command your Child © 


to obſerve ts do, Let your Deportinent towd e, 
them be ſuch, as may procure then to rear, Ip 
ſpect, and love you : and fo toon as tiey coll g, 


to the Years of any Underſtandins, mind yof.- 


- . , ory . 
Engagements at their being Bat! &;d:andindy 
charge thereof, ho!d forth to them, the Obly j; 


tion you did then eome under, and take th £ 


ſolemnly and expreſly Bound, to the pert g: 
mance of their Part; and as their Cparipiess or 
26 
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le v.ton derived FO vou, tvakes thein prone: 

M_ to Commit ? and 2s you are wiulft they do wei; 

y; to be familiatiy attetionat towards them, ſo tar 
ne as 15 conſiſtent with une reverential Aw, they 
It, ought tG have of you even {o, as you reſped 
ell their Well-bejns here, or to Eternity, forbear 
a! nor Reproovk, and Chaſtiſement, when their Care 
ha r1ace calls fur it. A Parent would juſtly be con- 
tell woes) that ſhould {utter his Child to dic for 
on Hunger, whilſt he were able by any tning with- 
'Ou 1n his pewer to prevent It; and unexprefiibly 
tht more 1s that Parent to be acuminate, who does 
het ni by ſvitable ard tatheriy Corre <Rion, and all 
Intirutticn within Ns power, prevent his Childs 
val hut only dying, but fukerir 0 tho extremity of 
pol Tormects to all Etcrarty, Fortear Chaſtiſins 
th, WiJllft vUU Arc in P ante 212, and ; 112; os n Lore 2g »ht 
be ! o iu to beware 0 doing tcl; to faticc Paiſio »N, 


ut hive y: vlory of God: in your Ciuids 
"MEE4 Ke 12s 25 YOUr 
nan £5. If it hall Mea: : ve With Your 
18 Ch LUCCA, Wiltift they be 1narriagucthle, and Oc- 
WI Cai: os; Ot. 'r, for their cenrertng into that Nate 
r, Io F 0X, 1 10reaty on jet it be dove with a pro- 
col ſue} to their eternal wei-being, 1 have my 
_ Yofelt eiived, what I confi id-r much to be lt 
ind m; ated, 0 pErions Whom | jugs truly ferigus 
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albeit prophane, 1f he have Riches, and what 
the World fooliſhly confiders, Cred!t, and Ho- 


C nour, is refuſed any Young-woman !n marriage; 
© ſurely, there can be no Aion lefs confiſtent 
with Reaſon, then Parents fo diſpoting of thei 


Chiidren, and they wiil at that Great Day, of 
God's judsins Sinners, then percetye, it had 
been their Intereſt, rather to heve matched 
them with the meaneſt Mechanick, of honeſt 
Qualifications, and a Chriſtian Walk. Endea- 
vour 11 your Childrens being ſetlcd in Marriage 
that 1t be with ſuch, as may be Helps and Induce: 
ments to their Duty God-ward : and above all 
things, and in the firſt place, be ſatisfied in 
that, ſo far as 1s within your power. 

67. As your Children are not of themſelves 
to enter into that State, againſt, or without your 
conſent; fo as a Parent, you are to be reaſon: 
able in your Grounds, for retufing it: and 1n 
their Marriage, it is your Duty, to advile, di- 
re&, and hinder, if you fee it neceſſar ; but al- 
fogetier torbear preifing them to marry, where 
their &wn [ncljnations do's not ireciy go along, 

68. When they are to £0 out of your Family, 
and center themſelves tuo any other condition ol 
Lite; endeavour by good Advice, to fit and d1 
re& them, for what is to be their Duty : and 
above al! thinss, prets their depending upd! 
God for ſircngth,vithout which, 1t 18 impothibl 
for them to do well. Ifthey ſhall go from ya 
to their own, or any other Family ; by Mart! 
age, inſtruX them in the Duties ſuitable to the! 
Station, If Sons, exhort them to what I hat 
hinted, in this my Advice to you, and enlarft 
terein,as you w!ll find ſufacicuteround fo nf o 


67 ) 
And it Daughters, be affiſting to them in YOURE 

Dircations tor their Carriage, 1n what 1s reGui- 
red of them, under tnat Relation. 

69, Their end and manner of cnitering to it, 
would be with an entire reſpect to the Glory cf 
God : and wh CH In It, their Charze is wmdccd 
great, whatever 15S the Husbands duty, ſhe, at 
leaſt jn his abſence, 1s to ſupply his place, ai:d 
he er GCLITY, care, aiid ftincere love a1td atection 
to her Husband, 15 to upycar 1n all ker Attions; 
ſhe would, by her fot S:d109 broad, and a 
modeſt, quiet, ana dicreet Carriage, whilſt at 
home, evideuce ner frm Reſolution, to ine diu- 
charge of her Duty. Sylmar: in Priv. 7. 11, 12s 
Tells you, the Carriage of a Nzaughry Woman, 
Sh: ts loud and ſiubbarn, her feet abide mt in her 
hauſe, Now is ſhe withow, now in the flieets, RC, 
Ard in Tit. 2. 4, 5 . The v4 [tte prefies Women 
ma; be | "ber, [ove Torr Hasvands, love their CnuU- 
aren. And tnat chey be Dyſcreet, 'heepers at home, 

G14, ob2dtenc to therr awn Husbands. &c. And as 
there 1s Bufineſ:, that do's more properly belong 
to 4 Hudand , lo iherg 's 's, that the Wite ts al- 
meft only coicerned T5 fuch, as the Care and 
Orert12ht, of a moſt 211 within Doors, and par- 
ticulat i , ct the Education, and Up-brinzing 
of Chiiaren, whiſt yours, when they come 
tw me” World, it is apparent, that Nature, 
© SIving to Mothers Preaſts, and Nilk fitted 

r mneir 

cliargins that Duty. L am indced fenfible, that 

ſometimes the want of ability, or necciſary Di- 
vertion in other Aﬀairs, and other Accidoits oc- 
curring, may hinder : in which Caſcs, it is Du- 
ty TV torbear z butt is much to be fearcd, that 
P_.2 £00 


ouriihmert, has intended their dif- 
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ar at, Wt Jull Ground, . pats Git the 

urfins cf their Children, t5 Nel Sreat 1con- 
venice, I: miSht be Argued ) ENAL INE Nature 
of that LOU! HPNEN ' MAy INTUence = the © Humour 
And Femper ot tne Chiid; and it 5 AOGOUITS 
Yer tediy rue, that 1t 15a real Lauic, for a more 
frm Band of Aﬀe@ion, betwiz: C Rildren and 
Parents ; 2nd ſurely, itis ver x] pICaiant, to tee 
Mothers, c whatever Quai: 1ty, when there 15 
Atncis ans ab! ity for inet © Bury, G1Charg'ns tt, 
&nd when Children COmc3 toany Tears of Dil 
on, the Wite 15 joynily concern'd witl the 
Evevand, in their Inftruction, 

10. What ſervatits you need, ard are fitting 
TOr YOU 1N YOur Station, make choice ci them; 
Havins IT 8 112 rfl 9 retpect NR) God 5s be- 
ing ſerved by them, in your bamily, and what 
evcr be the qua:! fcarions and fitnel5 of any {er- 
vant, for any werldiy Concern, iftiey be noto- 
rioutly wicked, of you be ſatisfied, that they 
will not concur to werſhip God in your Vamily, 
fet no worldly Confideration, procure Your Eh 
teriaining them. I ſhall not ſay that you adm 
of none, but ſuch as are Grecious; but be ſur 
they be ſuch, as are not Known to D2 wicked: 
and when they come into your Sociecy, let 17 0X 
your care, that they know their Duty God-ward, 
and praRtiſe it, As their Maiter, you are nol 
only to provide for their ſuitable Maintenance, 
and to give them what is the Condition of thel! 
ſerving you ; but you have a Charge of thell 
Souls, which if negle&ted, and not repented ol, 
vou will anſwer at the day of your appearin 
before God's Tribunal, Your firſt and greal 
care mult be, that they ſerve God : and 1t ay” 
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rt (f Lats pA It 17 "1: 1238; 8 * he t Dat ellen l;es, ſhall 
m0! Tar; mn 71. s 11296. Fd ULalc " that CYCTy GNC 
In your Family, may WIT qubtnel $, £9 about 
what Cy ire calied to in their Station, aud pre- 
Vulit Cometion, and ail Clamior and. NGC 5 
{.r Very Oncs eftii.s in their ſeveral Concerns 
withour No'fe, a0u VItLD1CECUON, 8 molt de- 
Iirable ; Noiie and t50 many words, DAY ng &l- 
Ways Contution at MERGING LNCFCupon 7 anul wwACTE 
re 1s Mu) of the Tongue in n Huzbaud or 
Wite or any withit the Family, it 1s cafic to 
conjeture, nat there 1s in ſuch perſous, tus great 
fact for Afton, Let yeur C-rriage towards 
Your iervanits be tuch, as may G011ge them ts a 
due 8: 200% to you, and to te Keeping 0 ; ITT 
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yet forbear ali churliſh and paſſionat behaviour 
cowards them, as the Apolile cnjoins Eph. 6, 
c. forbearinz threatning ; knowing that your-- Maſier 
!)1s in Heaven, neither ts there reſpect of perſons 
1!) him; When they do amiſs 1n any thing, 
reprove them not to ſatisfie Faſſion, but ſo re- 
prove and exhort, as it may reach the end, their 
imendinent : be not your ſelf, an evil Example 
to tnem 3 let your 'own Actions rebuke. them, 
and be aflured, tnat no reproof will have weight, 
where the Reprover 1s guilty of the Fauit re- 
proved.' And when you find a faitntul ſervant, 
reſpe&t him as a. Friend ; for .it 15 but juſt to al- 
flow it to hini- And Solomon Prov. 17. 2. Tel- 
ern you, that ſuch ſhall have Rule over 4 Son that 
cauſeth ſhame : and ſhall have part of the Inheritance 
«mong theBrethren. 

71. Your care muſt be, that God may be 
ſerved by all within your . Family apart, and 
joynriy at convenient Seaſons; be as careful 
that your Servants do by themſelves diſcharge 
their duty God-ward, Evening: and Morning, 
as you are,that they do what ye require in your 
Aﬀairs; and if this ye do with a ſfmcere and on- 
ly defign of God's glory, you may with confi- 
dence expe the greater - Succeſs in your own 
concerns, Forget not tne worſhipins of God 1n 
Prayer, and Praiſe joyntly with all your Family, 
and do it at (uch times as your Family may be 
moſt conveniently got together, at leaſt pray 


with them: twice a day, and at the moſt conve- 


nient time, read ſome part of the Scripture,and 
{ing ts his Praiſe : - I know many does uſe it at 
Tvenins before bay becauſe after that time, 
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the perf:rmance 6f the Duty 3 bur I adviſe the 

tnne ye pitch upen, may be when eyery one 

wititin che Family has liberty of being preſent, 

and to may joyn inthe Worſhip; for I have of 
ten conſidered 1t unſuitable for ſome few 1n a 
Fainily, to begin or proceed in Worſhip, when 
others in that Family were aGing in their Buſi- 
nets, ard has thought 1t more decent, when the 
meaueſt within the Famiiy could attend, albeit 
it ſhouid be atter their Atﬀairs for that day 
were ended, And as your times for Family- 
worihip ought to be ſuch, as all may give Atten- 
d.:nce; foictyour continuatice 1h 1t, be as all 
may ge: tier carts brought up with you 1n the 
Duty, ana take at the length of your Prayers, 
or any other part of Family-worſhip a Snare to 
theſe that ſhould joyn with you.. Be often ex- 
lorting all within your Family to their Duty,and 
et them not conſider, that the having of the Aſ- 
{cmblles Careciuſm in tneir memory, as only 
Childrens work, that lit-le Piece contains the 
Sum and Principles of R<i13ion, and | think 
5 to be prized equally to any twmng elſe written, 
not dictated by the Spirit of G3d, When ye 
conveen your Family to Worſhip, ( 
times at leaſt ) 1n ſome ſhort _ {uitabie EX- 
hortation, preis that their hearts may £9 out af-= 
ter God 1n the Daty, it being to be fcared, that 
all of us are too ready to draw near witn our Bo- 
dies, when we would be aſhamed the frame of 


- Our hearts were laid open to our Neighbours, 
then which there can be no A&ion more ſtupid, 


Brutith and Atheiftical; for if we tooltſhly ap- 


prenend that God ( who is ſurely the Hearer of . 
| Prayer ) does nothear w, and kngw gur Heart, , 


why, 


it ſome 
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why do we offer to draw near to Him? And 1t we 
do coniider Hun as the Hearcr of Prayer, aid 
Searcher of Hearts ; how daring 1s our Boidicſs 
and Wicxednctis to do it fe unſuitably? i intreat 
ye may duely diſcharge that Duty ot worſhiping 
God with your Family ; for ye find the Prophet 
Jeremiah 10. 25. Ranking Families that call not 
upon God, with the Heatnen that are 1gnorant 
of him, and ne prays, ſaying, Pour out thy jury 
upon the heathen, that kniw thee not , and pn the 
Families that call nk upen toy Name, And it has 
always been the praftice oi the Godiy; as you 
find Jo/hua 24. 15. peremptorite {ay!ns, But 
as for me and my Fuſe, we will ſerve the Lord 
And you have Almighty Sod, 1n the 18 Gen, 
T-0,SHVINg It as the Reafon of his finguiar reſpedt 
to Abrsham. For Iktnow 11m, that he will com- 
mand his Children and his Fhuſhild after him, and 
they ſhall keep the way of the L1rd, &c.. 

72, As at times, your Family may be en- 
creaſed by the reparr of Friends and others, let 
that be nv grUund for your negle&ins the pubilck 
worſhiping of Grd thacreinz2ud let your Modeſt, 
Humble, Diſcreet aud ſerious way ot pertorm- 
ins it, incite to their joyning with you ; ſo tar 
as is convenient for you, be Hoſvital, and let 
Stransers of whatſoever quality, that may need 
the accomodation of your izquſe, und what you 
can afford, have it with freedom; ſ6 as may 
be conſiſtent with your duty to rheſe within your 
family, and with cheertulne's entertain your Re- 
lations and ifriends;for Rel151on does truly allow 
of a free and hoſpitable Converſe, and ſuch a 
competent uſe of cvery good thing as is Conve- 
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nient” for every perſon in theig Station. And 
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Tom ine Zoudneſs of God, every thing being 
ade for the ute of man; man's uſing 1t mode- 
ratly, 13 not onLy allowable, bucreyquired : Yet 
{ intreat you bervare, that as an Ex reffior. of 

_ vour kindneſs, ye do not 1n any meaſure per- 

| _tvade vour Friend to inſobrietie, fer there 1s 

"Indeed no grain of real Kindneſs or Acic&tion in 

" tempting your friend fo be as a Beaſt, 1t not 

"  worie than ſuch, 

; 77, You may after this apprehend, I ſhould 

have ©2paried to you my Opinton ancat theGo- 

ver: ot tne Church,and tne Nature of your 

Alleagtance to the Civil Magittrat; but thete 

{icads beojag nit to be handled, but where there 

 t5 ſuftabie ability and diſcretion fcr doing there- 

q Of, 15 Argument enougn tor My not dotps of 1t; 

” TI have already written more than 1 intended, 

7 and my attempting any thing of this kind, would 
engage ine far bezond my defign : Nor do I 

conſider my ſelf fitted, becemigly upon ev1- 

dent Grounds to hold forth,wherein #resbytery 
i3 the Government meſt warranted from the 

Word of God, and neareſt to thar 1n the firſt 

ages vof the Church, albeit 1 be ſatisfied of its 

vcing fo, and (ces no ground from Scripture al- 
towing what 1s afſumed by Biſhops, that Title 
beins therein given to ſuch as were Overſeers of 
their Flock,and not ot their trethren in the Mi- 
niſtrie, for their pretzading to fo great prefer- 
ment and power in juriſditicn to a negative 
Voice, and the pawer ot ile Ordination, with 
other of their pretences, are witheut all War- 
rand from the ſame; and from which Office to 
the reproach of Relig1on, and being an in-let to 
| Errour 


Ertour and Wickednel(s, hs plainly proceed» 


ed tne Pretentions and -. orruptions oft the 
Church of Rom2; for albeit, the maintaining of 
the P3pes infallibility, Purgatory, Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, Invocation of Sa':its, ad the almoſtin- 
numeravle other Foppert2s ot that Perfwalion, 
be but tne Counſequents ot the Corruptions of 
that Church ; yet hath the %apacie, firſt and 
naturally had its Rite from EM copacte z nor can 
I fee, why thre 15 not a: much Reaton, for titere 
beins a Supreme Biihp over the whole Catho- 
lick Church, as there. 1s, fur there being an 
Arch-Biihop over a Natioia!. i remember where 
beiore { was requiring of your love to your Bre- 
thcen, even difterms in tne Eilcutials of Relt- 
S1on, bat cipectally tuci, as diifers only anent 
Church-Govcrament : I have ſaid 1t to be too 
much the praFtice of many, tw trovb.c themiclves | 
with Nic<ties, whici Word, may fee to infer x, 
1n me, great inditteratice 18 the concraverted , 
Points, bitwixt Fresbytery and Epliconacy; x 
but 1 did -5aly therein mean, the later Practices 
and Prigciplcs of fuch, as but too eageriy pre: ]; 
tend, to be the more refined part of Profeflors; x 
yet uit T (ay, 1 dobelieve there are of the E- 
piſcopal Periwafion, ſuch as are among the beſt (, 
of Men z and that itince Epiſcopacy was brought ,, 
into the Church. there has been ſome Biihop: ( 
in all Ages; and 1n fome Ages many, who were p, 
truly P1ous ani Worthy : but to my Apprehet 5; 
ſin, . what in this Kingdom may fatisfe ſuch % t;- 
are not able, duely to weigh the Controverli6g} 
betwixt theſe Perſwafions, 1s the palpable deca),js 
and almoſt utter-Ailins of Chriſtian-walk andy, . 
Converſation, under Epiicopacy. I dp not oof 
1dc 
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{ider my fe!f able to detend Fresbytery 1n all its 

Principles 3 and much leſs can 1 fay, that all 

Presbyterian Miniſters, or Prefeffors, are mn 

thr Protc Mon and Praftice, what 1s defiravie; 

yet is the advantage paipable upen that fide, 

tor Prophanity has been, I may ſay. { at leaſt in 
\ this Ringd-m ) the Concomitant of the other 3 
| yea to ſuch a Degree, that Swearing, and deo1ng 
of almoſt every kind of Wicxednets, were the 
| infallible Marks of ReſpeR, to that Government. 
© This may ſeem to you, a teverc and uncharitable 
Cenſure, but it was too paipabic; tor in thetr 
riSorous and unchriſtian Fericcucon + tner 
Brethren, of the ether Periwai:on, 1t was urEde- 
niably evident, that the doing or: what evigen- 
ccd rrophanity, was the ready way tor their de- 
liverance, As | ain ſatisfied there may be good 
Men of both FPerſiwaticrs; fo I can (fy, I do © 
from my heart wiſh, that their on:y Strife may 
ter be, who ihall wve one ancther moſt, avu 1:ve 
ed neareſt to the £.. c> of the Goſpel ot vi Pieficd 
yi Lord. And for Aljcdgiztice to the C1v:i :a- 
co siftrat, the vature of jt hath b<en, at iccſt ir. 75:1r 
rt late times, ſo much carvatied, and the diB.r: og 
mw Notions thereot, fo much detended, as purs !t 
= beyond my reach, to fay ary thing ſatisty ingly 
bell to you thereanent, Whatever my own Ir.clt- 
agit nation hath been to Loyalty, yet could I wcvtr 
29P come up to thr height, as to think, that tie Sa- 
vert preme Government in any perſon, or F-mi:y, 
hel Was intended only as ati honour or adV2l.tuge 6:5 
n ®ti-cm ; bur chat its principai end was, the £0 d 
iGo: me Society they were to Govers; : and th: it 
<C4)'15 Pullible, the © aſe may exiſt, w:'crcln 1t ay 
nyc te duty ot zubjcRs ſo to at, as the cud may 
{1dc! ot 
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not be inverted and deſtroyed, It i gbove my 
reach, to iet bounds to, and limite how tar the 
Alledgeance of Subjects tyes them to Obedtence 
but I am fully ſatisfied, 1t were the intereſt of 
Subjects, to confider their Tyes therein very 
Sreat, There are in many places of Scripture, 
plain and potitive Precepts requiring 1t: And 
tvrely a Subjects g1ving Paſſive Obedience, cven 
when he thinks himſelf, or may be truly wrong- 
ed, 1s what he will have moſt Peace in, upon ſe- 
rious Reflection; and when the great day of 
accompting for our Actions comes, 1t 1s more 
than probable, Challenges will be for refuſing, 
and not g1vins at leaſt Paſſive Ozedience to the 
Civil Maziſtrate « And it may with ſome conft- 
dence be affrme=d, that inans for Rehellion and 
Diſob<cdievce ma - be rcjected, but few or none 
for being Paſſive, will be retuled Mercy, 


Son, 


T have hinted to you ſome Dire&ions in this I ' 
have written, and atter this, when years brings 


you to greater knowledge, it may with ſome 
reaſon appear to you, that I have omitted many 
tings necetfar, and Is not tuitablie urged and 
enlarged upon what | have hiated at, and that 
I have written lome things whicn are not neceſ- 


far under your preſent 1rcumitances.and which J 
« | 


ki 


may tail out aever to be uſciul to youu z to which 
{ ſhall ſay,that albeit my Cpacitie did allow 


| 
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Yet, 15 1t not my defizn, either to write. upor & #6 
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| every thing that might have occurred,or to eft- 
large upon what I have hinted at ; But having 
from experience oblerved in ſome things what 
is obyioutly apparent ih the ACttons of Men; I 
have given you briefly my Opimion thereanent, 
and for what I have ſaid, in relation to a State 
of Life, from which you are yet at a diſtance. It 
it ſhail ſo fall out, that my Advice to you there- 
in, be not neceflar, you have but little loſt La- 
bour in reading of it, and as by the courſe of 
Nature, I ought to die before you ; So I intreat 
you whilſt you live, as any thing vccurrs in your 
being in the World, that has any relation to 
what I have herein mentioned, Confider what 
I have ſaid to you upon 1t, I donct intend ye 
ſhould think 1t any ways full or Perie&; my 
d Capacitie not allowins me to pretend to any fit- 
neſs for doing thereof, and having but in ſome 
things given you my Opinion 3 bur if from your 
heart ye ſeek after God, and depend upon him 
— for Oireaton, He will for Jeſus ſake give Know- 
ledge, and what elſe will be neceffar for you. 
And I intreat ye may confider this, as the Ad- 
vice of an affectionate Father,that with his Heart 
« 1 and Soul wiſhes your eternal Wel-fare, Youare 
ins POW at a diſtance from me, and in a Society 
me at makes me the more ſclicitous anent you, 
anj for often do's Youth at Colledges, inſtead of ac- 
and quiring Learning, and any thing defirable, pro- 
+hat cure to themſelves an habite of vitious Living, 
-e{. and this ſametimes happens to ſuch, as may be 
ich Judged in probability, would without the temp- 
hi tation, de free thereof; I intreat you beware of 
q of Keeping ſuch Company, as may be a Snare to 
1c; & YOu, and (crioyſly ply your Book, which 1s the 
yl] & cnd 


be found 1n Chrift, our Bletled Lord, who 
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end of your being 1n tne place, Be careful, not 


only in g1ving a dutitul ebedience to your Re- 


Sent, and the other Maſters of the Univerſity ; 
 butalſo of paying that due Reverence and Re- 


ſpeR, that 1s owing to their ſeveral Places : be 
obſervant of their Orders, not from fear, but 
for Conſcience ſake; and attend duely to the 


Diets appointed for your Claſs ; let your Con- 


verſe where you lodge, evidence your Diſcre- 
tion and Reſpe@, not only to the Head of the 
Family, but to your Comrads, and all within 
it : and be ſure you be not abſent from Family- 


Axerciſe, nor from your Chamber at late, or 


unſeaſonable hours. Mind my Dire&1ons to you, 


anent the Sabbath; and beware of ſpending any 


part thereof, in idle Converſe ; forbear in that 


day, your being in the Streets, except when you 


£0 and come from the Church : and attend the 
Diets of your Claſs, before and after Sermon 


but aboveall, make Conſcience of ſeeking wit! 
_earneſtneſs of heart, that our God, for [c< 


ſake, may keep you from all evil; let it be you 
great Work, to grow 1n greater nearneſs to Go ( 


for ſurely the World 1s Vanity, and every thin 7 


we ſo much purſae after, will appear to us, whe 
Death 1s at our door, as. the height of Yanit 
and moſt contemptible. Think often of t 
certainty of Death, and that to the healthieſt i 


Youth, it may come ina Moment; mind, th £ 


alſo, certainly after Death, will come Judgma * 
where cvcn the moſt ſecret of our ſinful though ® 
ſhall be laid open before the Tribunal of a | * 
God, and a moſt dreadful and horrible $ * 


tence, pronouuced againſt all ſuch, as ſhall : y 


«© 


'only able to ftahnd betwixt Sinners, and the 
Stroke due to them in juſtice. 

It 1s moit latnentable, that the Generality, e- 
ven of ſuch as profeſs to be Chriſtians, are c1- 
ther truly Atheiftical, and among the number 
of ſuch Fools, as in Pſz/. 14. 1, Says i their 
heart, there 1s not a God, Or they vainly pretend 
an Intereſt, where thcy have no Title : the A- 
poſtle in Heb, 12. 14. Having expreſly ſaid, 
that without Falinejs, it 3s inmpoſſible to ſee the ſace 
of God, It 15 true, ail tnat poſſibly wretched-man 
can periorm, do's little deſerve to be call'd Ho- 
lineis 3 but our hearty endeavour after Dutics, 
a {crious continued ſenſe of our Failings, our 
hearts mourning becauſe thereof, and our 
humdle coming to, and reiying upon Chriſt our 
Saviour In Faith for Mercy, 1s graciouſly ac- 
ccpted of, by our infinitely Good and Merciful 
God, Ye would conſider, how our corrupt 
hearts agreeing with the general Praf&ice and 
Belict, ofalmoſt all owning themſelves to be 
Chriftians, ſeeks to perſwade us to an Indiffe- 
rency and Unconcern'dneſs in eur Souls well- 
being, and would make us believe, that the 
punctual performing of Duty as Chriſtians, ts 
bur an over-doins, if not Hypocriſy : and every 
Perſon 15 ready to befool themſelves, with a 
groundicts Confidence that they will be ſaved, 
where they are little concerned in the Salvation 


ts ta 


of their Soals, or the means of attainins to it: 


, Vneretore, think ye often with ſeriouſneſs upon 


op BY : ll. : s . 
VWMNt 1S lard Mat, 7, 13. Enter ye in at the {trait 
gite, fr WIde 1; the gate, ard broad is the way 


J \ . d. . R7 
"RK Jan [eadeth t: aefrruftiom, and many there be wich 
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rw 1s the way which leadeth unto life ; and ſew 
there be that find it. This *ayins ought to be 
much 1n your mind, for ſtirring you up to Duty, 
leſt you be found to be amonsſt the great num- 
ber, that goes in the Broad-way to everlaſting 
and dreadiul} Damnation; tor in any worldly 
Concern, 1t to a Societ” of Perions were offered, 
that a tew number of them, upon doing of ſome 
Duty required, ſhould undoubtedly have Riches 
and woridly Honaur; every one, without Argu- 


ments inducins them to 1t, would be earncſt, in - 


doing what might include them in that Number : 


and what unſpeakable Degrees are poor *inners 
more concerned, to endeavour with all their 
Power, the giving Obedience to the Gracious | 


Commands of our God, that we may enter 1n 
at the Strait Gate, leadins into that everlaſting 
Bleſſed Life. I have already ſomething ftgnift- 
ed to you; the excellency of Humility, it 1s 
pony So defirable, and without which, a Sin- 
ner hath not any Ground to expe acceſs to God; 
for as Pride In ordinar Converſe, and in world- 
ly Aﬀairs, 1s hatetul ; ſo in what relates to our 
Duty as Chriſtians, any tin&ure of Corceit and 
Pride, 1s utterly to be abominat, as being a prin- 
cipal Engine of the Devil, for the deſtru&ion 
of the Souls of Mankind : and that Excellins 
Grace of true Humility, 1s the great Ornamen 
of a Chriſtian, as Pride is the undoubted Marl 
of corrupt Natures prevailing; yea, ſo great ! 
the excellency of Humility, as it may be fat 
without Ayperbole, that our infinitely Mercifu 
God, will not, yea{ tuch is His free Mercy 
cannot refuſe the Accep-ance, of a fincere! 
1ambled Sinner : it 15 indeed much to be prizes 
an. 
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- 2nd moſt advantazious, and it neceſſarly muſt 


he, where there 1: a truc fenſe ct our miſcravIie 
Cndition, I do again intreat your being tre- 
quent and ſerious in your Prayers to Gcd, from 
whom every thing muſt come to you:and Ict eve- 
ry cne of your Thoughts and ARicns,ſpeak forth 
jour being truly humble 1n the ſ1ght of God and 
Man. The Apcſtie Peter in Cap. 5. vir{.ls. of 
1s Firſt Epittic, defires ye may be cleathea with 
Humility : for God veſiſteth the Proud, and grueth 
Grace tothe Himsle, Letall your Ations flow 
from a true Principal of love to God, and {1ni- 
ccrely deſigning His Glory, Otten is Duty gone 
about, when the motive to the doing thereot 1s 
ſintul. Self, which 1s our very great Enemy, 
for 1t wickedly leads ard forces us, to every evil 
Thought and Aion ; therefore {irive with all 
your might, that no (elfſh Gnful Tnclizaticn pre- 
vail over you, -and that the Frinciple moving 
you, may be truly love to God, and tne end of 
whatever you do or think, R1s Glory. It 1s truc, 
we may have ſubordinat Ends confiftins. with 
our Duty ; butlet what tends direaly and im- 
mediatly to the Glcry ot Ged, have the firſt ayd 
Ereat Room 1n your heart, and when you re- 
peat the Lords Prat er, Ict vovr heart: go chi 
more carneſtly, in defiring that His Name may be 
Haliowed,His will be done in Earth, as it # in Hea- 
vcn,and His Kinzdym come: then you deſire He ay 
£7ve jou your daily Bread ,and forgive you your fins,%C. 


This may ſeem hard to be reyuired.that we deſire 


any th-ng mcre-carncſtly than the Satvation of 
OUT SOUS; but if our Love be in ary degree, 75 
It ought, we will furly fee it tc be cur Luty, 
Willch being pcrfurmed, cur Salvation js tccu- 

G3: red 
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your Rule. Miinde what 1s ſaid, Prov. 23. 17, 4 
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fed to us,. 1N, and ior Chriſt's fake 5 and: there 
Can be 19 furer Mark of Our Fearts being ri2ht 
with God, thai cur rraly findirs, that really a- 
Sore all things whatfocver, we longingly defire, 
that God's Name mav. be vallowed, hs K1ng- 
dom come. and his Will be done, The ſaying 
vt that holy Mac, Ruench Hell, and burn Hea- 
VER, FER will I toe an ra Fear ky God, did hold forth 
the moſt ac tir 27 ds 1 -ame of his heart,and that 
EUIG How I, n aright rand excelent Principle ; ; 4 
Herem lie ated mecriv from a principic of Love 

2» God, without the immediar proſpect of his 
=ternal-or temporal Advantaze there 15 indeed 
arhing more certain.than ti rat eit! her Salvation 
atterDeſiruttion will in cnd de the irretrivable 
Bon of ail Mankind 3 and thar we are called 
WIR CUP. POTWCr, £0 endeavour the avoiding of 
KL SENTENCE 7 and the Zoodne! 's of God, 1s un- 
eXpretitoly reac, HH) Prot miifins his Spirit, En- 
aoling us to Dury, 12 1:v:ng up to his Precepts, 
watch even in relation to our temporal Beelng, 
3re io advantazeos, as 1t 18 obvious, That it 
cHEFE WETE NE 1her Heaven nor Heil, the ways of 
rue Wikuom have 11 themlieiyes an ance 
and defireablencſs, a thouſand degrees beyond 
wat 1s poilto! e tO ng. 13 g1vINg way tO Our 
Wicked [tiC1ntions, and livias as may be ple | 
ting to corrupt and depraved Nature, Ec you {4 
intrearc & by me, not to make the Practice of | 
fuch 2s only « wn themſelves to be Chriſtians b 


| 
| 
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18, . Let nor 117 heart envy Sinners : but be thou mM T: 
Phe fear of the Lord all 'the day log, Fer ſurely ©: 
ene re 15 an ends. and thine Expectatiin fr.cdl not ht t 
*-9jfe Letall your thoughts and Aﬀions! cd 9, 
41.106” 
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minding youare in the preſence of a dreadtully 
juſt, albeit mercitul God; ard endeavour with 
ai! your Strength, that your heart may be filled 
with knowledge of Chriſt, faith in, and love to 
him 5 and be diligent in uſing the means of 
Grace, which 1n previdence you are*tryſted 
with, I have hinaced at ſome things of your 
Duty, and you have tne benefite of tne Werd 
preached, publick Prayer, and rraiſc, anc. the 
adminiſtration of the Sacraments, wich I pray 
God in his mercy way continue to this Lard; 
you have alſo the henefite of many Pieccs of pra- 
&icall Divinity,written by ſeriqus and Godly Men 
fuch as Flavel's Writings, the two 4llens, Fo» 
feph and Richara, and many others, the ſerious 
reading of which, with Prayer for a Elciling up- 
o!1 your doing thereof, will be Strensth to your 
Soul, and at the hour of Death, unexpreſfibly 
more lavourie than the Confideration of having 
done what 1s generally the Praftice of the wor!d; 
I defire ye may write oyer a Double of this,and 
Keep the Principal carefully by you, for I have 
no cxatt Copy thereof : And that you at ſome- 
times read what I have: written to you, and 
whiiſt you arc at the Colledge, ſtint your {elf to 
the reading thereot ( exceptins what is Advice 
relating toa married ſtate J cnce in the Week: 
Let me rnow with your firſt Conveniencie, 1f 
Joſeph Allen's Ailaram to uncanverted Sinners, bet9 

ce had 19 41y Stationers' Shop where you are, 
and 1{ 1t%:e not, I will endeavour the ſending'it 
5 cu 51thin a ſhort time : Make conſcience of 
recs 1t ſeriouſly and diligently, and whon 
ries of Frame in your 1<.:t enables you, en- 
gage Jour IElt to God, is the terms ki down by 
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that ſeriouſly huly Man : But fee to it, that your 
whole heart go out after God in the Duty. The 
Sin of an unfitted Frame of heart, in what ever 


.we do, 1s great in Gods fight, but in fo ſolemn 


Approaching to him, the doing of it unſuitably, 
15a great Agzravation thereof. I think it not 
amiſs, that ſometime ye put in write to be kept 
by you, what may evidence your Frame at ſuch 
occaſions z 1f you have a ſuitable ſenſe of Sin, or 
your heart go out after God in Faith for Mercy ; 
or if 1n the expetation of particular Mercies, or 
theReceit thereof, you engage your ſelf to any 
particular Duty, or 1n the general, more ſoletnn- 
ly to ſerve God : I think ye would put down 
in Writ; your Engagements to God, and what 
my evidence your Frame of Heart at thneſc oc- 

1005s: I have my felt conſidered with tatis- 


heart has sone out after God in the deſire of,and 
which at the time I have ſet down 1n Write. not 
ſo much with a deſign, more fully to 1mprint on 
my Memorie, the Expreflions of my Defires ( al- 
beit my Memorie be very trail ) as to have the 
fatisfation of knowing by my reading them, that 
at ſuch times, my heart did in ſome meaſure, 20 
out with earneſtneſs in theſe defires ; and that 
my Remembrance of the Endeavours ( albeit 
frail and faint) I have had to bring my Hear! 
to that Frame, might afterward ſhame me from 
any $luggiſhneſs of Temper, or any proneſs to 
Sratifle my many Corruptiors, foas may be 11 
conſiſtent with what God at the time enavled me 
to attain to. Make Conſcience always yOu 
Friend, it is Gods witceſs within you 5 bewar: 
of doing what may harden or kill it: depenc 
mpon 


(93.3 
upon God, that it may be in vou. according to 
knowledge, and (> walk 1n every thing, as it 
may witneſs for ycu in the da» cf your greareſt 
need. I do intreat your whole Lite and Cor.« 
verſation, may be humble #nd ſer1-us in the ſ1ght 
of God ; have alwa»s upcn our Heart, a Scnie 
of your unexpreſſibly great mifery, which will 


ſtir you up to the pertormarce of Duty, 11; which 


you muſt ever be moſt intent and ſerious: Ard be= 
{tides your daily Performance, {et at times fome 
Hours, and at ſome times one dav a-part tor your 
wreſtling with God, that He tor Chriſts fake 
may ſ{uvdue Corruption in you, and give knows 
ledge in every Duty, and Grace to pertorm 1t 3 
and I hope our good God in his mercy, will fo 
far ag1{cover to cou the filthineſs of Sin, and how 
Defireable, Lovely, and Advantagecus it is to 
ferve him : That times ſo ſet a-part, will be 
yeur delight, for your dire@tion in ſuch Cuties, 
you have many means, as Scudders daily walk, 
and the Works of many other ſerious and godly 
Di1vines, both of this and the Engliſh Nation 3 .. 
and that God nay enable you to the ſan&ified 


ule of every mean of Grace, and bleſs the ſame 


to his glory, in your eternal Wel-being, is, and 


( my God enabling me _J ſhall be whilſt I live 
the Prayer of 


Tour affefiianat Father. 


January 8. 1651, 


S ON, 


SON, 


WW: I have written to you in thir few 
Sheets, I intreat you do not negle& 
Hh the peruſal thereof, as I have deſired z 
1t 15 tar from my intention,to dowhat may agra- 
vat guilt in you; but if you confider not ſeriouſly 
what I have written witha full reſolution, and 
enceavour to put the ſame in praQice,however 
imperfect it may be, yet it will witneſs againſt 
you in the day of your appearance betore Gods 
Tribunal 3 But T hope our good Ged will by his 
Grace enable you ſo to live, as the moſt defire- 
able and only Saviour of Sinners,in that day will 
be found to be your Portion 5 vou know Þ have 
ſometimes endeavoured to hold forth to you, 
your Ensagements in Baptiſme, and you may re- 
member what partciularly you engaged your 
ſelf to in Write, under your hand that day, 1 
did with your dear. and moſt tenderly affectionat 
Mother, whoſe Rememberance ought ever whilſt 
you live, to be ſavourie to you: I fay, when we 
aid joyntly endeavour in Prayer,cordialiy to de- 
vote vou to God, and leſt xe may not have 
kept by you, the Double of what by writ you 
have engazed your ſelf to, I ſend you the words 
thereof under-written, 


. A, B. hawng it repreſented to me Oy my 
Parents, the Engagements | am under by mJ 
being baptized ; That I ſhall renounce the De- 
vil, the Werld, and the Fleſh, and itve Godly, 
and Righteoull-, and foberly : do here es 


_ _— ' - 
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7 helleve in one God, the Father, and Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt ; and does devote my felt to him 
my. Creator, and reconciled Father in Jeſus 
Chriſt, who's Blood fignitied by the Water in 
my Baptiſm, can anly.cleanſe me from Sin 3 
And I promiſe in his Strength, .{ He for Chriſt's 
ſake enabling me |) to live up to-my-Engage- 
ments in Baptiſm, to ſtrive againſt all finfull in- 
clinations in me,a wicked and corrupt:Creature; 
and to hate every Sin, not only becauſe it pro- 
cures a temporal Curſe, and the ruine of mv Soul 
to Eternity : but eſpecially, becauſe 1t is hatcful 
to, and contrair the holy Nature and Preccpts 

_ of my bleſſed God, And I do hereby expreſly 
promite ( Ke by his Grace ſtrengthening me ) 
to live in obedience to H1s holy Will, revealed 
in the Scriptures, and explained 1n the Confeffi- 

_ onef Fath, and Catechiſm, preſently profeſſed 
in this Church; and I tumbly beg, O my moſt 
merciful God/ for tZhriſt's fake.,that thou would 


r enable me to. the performance of xvhat I haye 
. hereby engaged to, and to every Duty required 
; of me 1n my Station 3 and that I may ever have 
- thy Grace iti my heart, and for my Portion 
| here, and to all Eternity, an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
-- thy Son, my Bleſſed, Glorious, and lovely Lord 
and Saviour. 
” 
ds 


44A 
November 23. 1689. 
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. F1nd that you have thus engaged your ſei 
$3: and-1 intreat, you may not by your beith 1n 
 forgettul thereof,and not living up there at 
to,” draw down a Curſe upon. you. You wouk m 


atleaſt every Sabbath, ſet ſome ſhort time apart C 


for thinking upon your Baptiſmal Engagement: In 
and read.over the Double of what you have ſub uy 
ſcribed: and ina-humble ſenſe of your Sin ati 
Unworthinefs, upon your Knees, ſeek by Praye d: 


with .earneſtneſs of heart, that God for Jef 
Sake, may enable you toevery Duty, Iam fe 11 


ſible, I have written to you more in ſome thing Y: 
then 1s at this time necefſar : and that I hay Y« 
not in what is more neceiſar, tuitably preſſe 
your Þuts under your preſent Circumſtance 
which makes me again require your remembrir be 
my defire to you, in forbcarins bad Cumpar © 
Negle& not private Prayer, and know, that ya © 
unreverent going about that Duts, with a wa ©! 
dering, faithleſs, loveleſs heart, and the we ©*© 
of a due conſideration of what a wretched Sinn 7" 
you arc, and what God 1s, whoſe Preſence y( - 
dare to approach, will but aggravat your Gui ?< 
in ſtead of procuring to you a Bleſſing, And 5 
alſo deſire you, mind your being moderate ,., 
the time you allow for your Recreations ; | ,. 
them be (ſo harmleis, as may be vindicable inf! 
fight of God and Man : and +ou would ycur ſ ,. 
not only forbear altogether the going to drink ,- 
Taverns, or Ale-houſes; but even forbear ! 1; 
Company of ſuch, as do's it; for often is ti ,,. 
' Pra&ice an In-let to,andthe beginnings of aviti 
and debauched Life : yea, ſhun all appearat 6; 


of Evil, for the bent of the Inclination in # 1 
Map, 15 ready, whege there 15 the leaſt of yie yi 


c (29) 
; ing to hurry us forward to every Wickedneſs, 
« and whatever may be the deſirableneſs of the hw- 
k mour of any Comerade, or complacency 1n his 
+ Converſe, if there be in his fellowſhip,any thing 
x inducing tothe {lghting of the due attendance 
þ upon your Book, but eſpecially to the doing of 
j1 What 15 ſinful, and fo diſhonourable to God: EL 
« do ſitrialy enjoyn your forbearing all familiarity 
{ with ſuch, I have written 'to you more then T 
e Intended, and ſhall now end, again intreating 
s you may unbyaſedly enquire, in what may be 
1j Jour Duty, 1n all your Concerns, and therein 
7 debar Self, which 1s almoſt undecernable in its 
- workings to our ruine, and may be truly ſaid to 
54 be the Devils Bait, for the deſtru&tion of Soul 
jy and Body : and that yeſo live, as 1n your whole 
; Converſation you evidence the due apprehenfi- 
, On you have, of the certainty of Death 3 theun- 
v Ccrtainty ot the time thereot, and that you have 
yn AN Immortal Soul that will be miſerable to all 
, Etcrnity, unleſs you ſo walk, as Chriſt may be 
4 Your Portion : and 1n your fo doing, you have 
wy CYCN whilſt in the World, the —— of the 
| Crowd therein, that purſucs ſo eagerly, after 
.1 What 1s truly and undeniably Vanity; for your 
| heartily and humbly endeavouring after what is 
Þ Duty 1m the ſight of God, and your be:ng con- 
oq {cnt with what He in His Providence is pleas'd 
4 to tryſt you with, and your uſing it to the end of 
1 Hts giving thereof, 1s what the World reaches 
. not, as 15 apparent to thoſe, that has but the uſe 
© of little Reaſon; for almoſt every man, be he 
c Great or Mean in the World, js graſping at 
” what when obtained, proves but a Shaddcw,and 
p yiclds nothing of what he propoſed, as the end 
H 


"I 


\ 


Cc 


90.) 
of his Faving it. Ak the Amvitious man why 
ne coyets Honour, and the Coretous Riches, the 
Yoluptuous and Carna!, their Pleaſares ſuitable 
to therr Deſires, and Appetites? And all will be 
anſwered,” that they may have Contentment, 


cording as they projet to theraſelves,what they 
{o cagerly ſeck after : and how Notour and un- 
contraverted a Truth 1s it, that when thetr Pro- 
jets are attained, they are not nearer, but fur- 
ther from Contentment and Satisfa&tion of mind, 
chen betore their ſeeking after them; I pray 
God 19 Chriſt, may be your Portion. 

I am, (Fc. 
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RF} Ou may believe what 1 have written to you, 
to be larger then was intended ; yet I have 
this day before 1ts coming to your hand, 
received tne Lord Capels Apothegms, oz Con- 
templarions, and arn fo ſatisfied with conciſe 
Savings of that Kind, that I recommend your 
readins them and the like, as very conducive t0 
the improving of, and re&:iying the Judgment: 
their Brevity, Independance one upon another, 
te Quaiatneſs and Pertinency of Expreſſion, 
being not only Taking to Readers, but to Per- 
ſons not 4rtent upon reading, and but of ordt- 
nar Comprehenſion, and Memorie, more caf1ly 
comprehended, and ſome of them with ſome 0- 
thers written by other perſons ( which I defire 
ye may imprint 1n your Memoric} I have neue 

- 
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ſet down, that as vou read what T Have writer 
in thir Sheets, they may be the more obvious to 
VOu. 

' xr. Nothing can hurt us but $in;3nd that ſhall 
not hurt us, 1f we can repent oi 1t; and nothing 
can do us good, but the Love and Favour cot 
God in Jets Chriſt ; and that we ſhall have, it 


we humbly and in {incerity ſeek it. 

2, So much Sin, fo much Sorrow ; ſo mich 
Holincts, ſo much Happinels, 

3. Make thy Sin thy greateſt Sorrow. to ſhall 
Sorr-wnever hurt thee ; make Jeſus Chritt thy 
greateſt Joy, ſo ſhalt thou never want jov. 

4. It may be learned by experience, that fe- 
rioutneis 13 the greateſt Wiidom, Temperance 
the beſt i hyſick, a Lood Conſcience the def? E- 
ſtate, and the time will certainly come, that: 
Men and Women will repent of all their ltiz,vut 
that part they ſpend in Communion -with God, 
and doing good. 

g. There 1s an odious Spirit in many, who 
are oetter pleaſed to detetr a Fault, than com- 
mend a Yertuc. 

5, Such a man 1s to be honoured and imitat- 
ed, that will rather ſuTer Injuric than do it, 

7. Wile and happy 1s that Man, that will not 
be drawn to commir,;either an undecent or diſho- 
neſt Act for Love, Fatered. or Gain. 

s. A wile Man, will n<t ſpeak the Truth at 
all times z nor an honeſt Man ſpeak an Untruth 
ai any tnc. 

9. & wie Parent, more paticntly ſuffers the 
deati of his Children, than their wicked and dee 
bauched Actions. 

10. Moderation in Dyet, Sleep and Exerciſe, 
H 2 are: 


0 


| 
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arc eipecial means to prolong, and make 


healthfull our _ 
. 21. It1s worth the Obſervation, to hear the 
labouring man ſing at his Plough, and the Rich 
man fret in his Palace;this ſhows, it is the Ming, 
not Riches that makes us happie. EP 
I thought to have ſent you ſome more of theſe, 
but the Paper of this ſheet being ended, I ſhall 
gelay-it whilſt after this I write to you. 


© © 
—— ——— — — 


SON, 


Have Reaſon, as minding I am in the preſence 
of my good God, to acknowledge the great 
Corruption and Pravitie of my nature, and 
unfitneſs for performing of any Duty required 
of me,yet have I ground to bleſs his Name, that 
there 1s in my heart, any carneſtneſs” of deſire, 
that he may be- glorified 1n the Salvation of Sin- 
ners: Ido ſeckof him in Chrift Jeſus, that he 
may bleſs you, ſoas your Lot in the World 
may be comfortable, not in having great Riches, 
which does but too often nouriſh Corruption,agd 
deſtroy Souls, but in your having ſuch. compe- 
tent means of Subſiſtance, and that without per- 
plexed involving your ſelf in worldy concern, 
as. may enable you to live with a comfortable 
Tranquilitie of mind 1n the Station that he ſhall 
call you to live in; but above all, the earneſt de- 
fire of my Soul in your behalf 1s, that Chriſt 
may be your Portion, and that in; Him, and 


through his Strength, you may ſo live in this : 


World, as that when death comes, you, may 
bs 1mme- 
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immediately beholding his Glory, live'with 
him to all eternity. 1 have in the Sheets I wrot 
| for your uſe, given you ſuch Dire&ions-2s did 
z occur to. me, and-minded you of your Engag- - 
ments to ſerve God,which I intreat may be your 
; great work: indeed the generallitie, even of 
Pach as owne themſelves. to be Chriſtians, does 
direaly in all their Walk, ſpeak forth-their mif- 
belief of the maniteſt Truths contained:in God's 
Word ; but go not you in the broad way with 
theMultitude,tor it undoubtedly tends to Deſtru- 
ction:Our God in the Scriptures,has plainly held 
forth the Duty of Manzand 1f we could-come cor- 
© dially to reſolve to cloſe with himn the Terrps 
ll offered therein, we wouldſee. the Conditions bs * 
our Salvation, in and by Chriſt, to be neither. 
a unintelligible, nor- unpracticab'e. In crder to. 
Rt your ſo doing, I defire your Diligerce in im- | 
e proving the Means ye are tryſted with; 1 1n- 
- treat you rejoy ce in yeur enjoyment ot Sabbaths, 
and (9 live on theſc days, as may-evidence \ our 
heart being filled with the fear of, and-love -t6 
our great God,. who ſet a-part the ſeventh Day 
tor his Service ; when ou approach -him in the 
pyblick Ordinances, have-your heart intent up- 
on the Duties .ye go about, eſpecially Prayer, 
and Praiſe ; indeed wandering of heart, whilſt 
we pretend to hear the Word preached, ts 2roſ- 
ly izntul in the fight of God , but in praier or: 
Praiſc,our hearts going out after-any ctherObject;. 
is a direct conterning of Kim, and a dreadful: 
Mean for drawing down his everlaſting Wrath. 
and Curſe:T adviſe you to follow myDirect1ons,a- 
nent your meditating upon what you have heard... 
lg ſoon as've can have occaſion after Sermon, 
2 and 


and \vrite the ſame in fo far az vevr Memer! 
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will ſerve you, and that what ye write of tha 
kind may he uſcfal for your own reading at o- 
tner times ; and that I may be ſatisfied of your 
diligence herein when I ſee you: I defire you 
buy for your ſelf, a Quair or halfQuair Bock, 
bound in a long Octavo, and write thereupon, 
not in time of Sermon, butafter the ending 
thereof, the day of the Month, the Preacher' 
Name, the Text; and whatever you are able 
to remember of the Sermon, write 1t {o, as tt 
may be diſtinctly read : bz diligent and atten- 
f1ve in hearing, mind the Dectrines raiſed, and 
and forget not the Uſes and Application. there- 
of, endeavour. with all your might to ſee your 
$1ns, whereby your Conditicn is for ever loſt, 
and undone without Chriſt, and with humility 
of heart, depend upon God, that he may direct 
and ſtrengthen you to eycry Duty, TI have been 
lometimes much inclined to wonder at the Act1- 
ons of almoſt all Men, in their whole Converſe 
and dealing, that does conſtantly fin in Thought, 
Word, and Actions, and very often without a- 
ny reaſonable Proſpect of the leaſt, even ſhadow 
of temporal Advantagez 'But this is the 
Effect of our dreadful Fa!l in our firſt Pa- 
rents, wich Fall, did ſo much deſtroy the 
Ortzinal Purity of Mankind, and fill him 
with an unrefiſtable Inclination to every Evil, 
that the wonder 15, that all ofus are not always 
rOMMitting the worſt of Evils, which that we do 
not, 15 of Gods great Mercy. I obteſt, that the 
conſideration of: your miferable State through 
Sin, and of God's wonderful. Conecſcenfion 1n 


offering Mercy, in and through Chriſt, may ſtir 


you. 


A bay to wa a, A 1 _n2 
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Vou up to a Chriſtian-waik, which I humbly {Cr 
Chriſts ſake, beg of Ged you may with all your 
frensth endeavour. TI have reaſon to fear, that 
13Y COrruPe wretched heart, may not in my D1- 
recions to vou, have had the ſole proſpe&t of 
His Glory, in your ctcrnal Well-being, and the 
vain lmaginations thereof, 1n what I do, may 
ja{t'y provoke to His keeping back 1s Bleſſing 
upon my Endeavours, to your doing of Duty ; 
which I pray my good God in Ais Mercy may 
xvert, ard I e:rneftly intreat, you may fo walk, 
13 you be not an Offence to the profetiing the 
Name ot Chri!t; for my Endeavours 1n relation 
© youu, huwbcit faint and frail, will tend to 
Four advange, 3 you ({erioutly mind them, 
and feck of Ged firength, enabling you to live 
up to Duty in:your Station: and 1t this you 
do not, my heart is atraid you will thereby pro- 
yoke Gol, to leave you to your ſelf, and they 
w1Jl witnefs againſt you, to your eternal undoing, 
[ di-l jn the cnd of the laſt Sheets I wrot to you, 
{end you the Double of ſome Apotnegms and 
jnort Say1ngs; but want of time, and the Faper 
] vwrot upon having failed, I haye herein ſent 
you ſome thatT have found written by ſcveral 
Fcrions: and aliveit you may conſider, that your 
having them to read being printed, might have 
{pared my Labour ; yet beings what of Say ings ov 
that Kind, I judged fitreſt to be under your con- 
{1deration, I have been at the pains of writing 
them, and of contra&ing ſome of them, and of. 
altering others thereof, which makes me expe& 
you 1ll {0 peruſe them, as to imprint the ſame 
upon your Memory. 
£241 154 Never falling Rule of decerniug a man 
0 
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to be-in the ſtate of Grace, when he finds every 
thing that befalls him, draws him nearer to God, 
. 13. We may ſately expe God in His ways of 
Mercy, when weare in His ways of Obedience, 

| I4. We do truly honour God, when we (ee 
nathing tor us, but rather ail things contrary to 
what we look-for, than to ſhut our eyes to a!l in- 
fertor things, and to look altogether to His: All- 
ſufficrency. | 

.15. In whatwe are called to, we ought to do 
our own Work, and depend upon God for Sucs 
ceſs, Diligence in what 15 required .of us, and 
truſt in Him, is only our Duty, Let us then 
with cheerfulneſs perform our part, and our 
Mercitul God wilt beyond all doubting, in His 
own due time, make the- Event our advantage 
and comfort. 

16. It is folly, tothink that we ſhould have 
Phyfick and Health, both at once ; God's time 
3s the beſt time, reſolve therefore-your. waiting 
upon it : after a weary Week comes a Sabbath, 
and after Fight; comes Viftory. 

17. It isan evidence: of true truſt, when we 
can wait God's time, andnot make haite, 

19. A man canbe in; no Condition, wherein 
God cannot Supply; 1f Comforts be wanting, 
He can Creat them, not only out of nothing, but 
even make AffiAons the cauſe of Comfort 

19, The only way to have our Wall, 1s to 
brins it'to God's Will. NoSin but is caſter Kept. 
out, then caſt out. 

*20, What we are: afraid to: do before Men, 
we ſhould be afraid: to think before God, _ 

21. The humble and thankful acknowledge- 


ment of the Goodneſs of God, in' His ſeveral Diſ- 


peuſations, 
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penſations, is advantagious 3 for ſuch as retain 
the memory of Mercies, ſeldom loſes- the ſight 
of them. es 

22, He that: cannot abound without Pride, 
is unable to ſuffer Want without tos much de- 
je&10n. —— 

23. The frequent meditating upon the cer- 
tainty of Death; will ſtir up ſo to live, as the 
horrour thereof, will be found ſwallowed up 1n 
the Death and Sufferings, of our Blefled Saviour. 

24. If you would have Ged hear your Prayers, 
do you hear the Requeſts of the Needy, © 

25, He that carelefly regards the misfortunes 
of other Men, ought not to think it ſtrange, 1t 
others look upon his Misfortunes without Com- 
paſſion, ” 

26, Proſperity makes others know what we 
are, and Adverfity makes us know who are our 
true Friends. Weng 

27 If yowdo-noteafily bear with the failings 
of others, ye will render-your own failings un- 
lufferable. | 

28, He that will not know his: Frzends in his 


| Proſperity, deſerves to meet with none in his 


Miſery, SITE + 
29. He that boaſts of his good Qualities, loſes 


_ the merit: of them by his Pride; and he that 


bige them, adds to their Eſteem by his Mo» 
ITY. EO 
30. Temperance. and Exerciſe, ave the beſt 


means of Health. 


' 31. An able Cook, 1s as much tobe feared in 
time of Health, as an ignorant Phyſician in time _ 


32« Flatter not thy ſelf in thy Faith to Go 


__ - - 
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it zhou wanteſt. Charity for thy Neighbour, and off 
think.not thou haſt Charity for thy Neighbour ; fu! 
if thou wanteſt Faith to God,where they are not dj 

both together, they are both wanting, and both 
are dead 1t once divided. Sv 
33. If thou hope to pleaſeall, thy Hopes are ne 
vain ;: 1t-thou tears to diſpleaſe ſome, thy fear; thi 

are 1dle, the-way to pleaſe thy tfelf, 1s-not to 
diſpleaſe the beſt, and the way to diſpleaſe the ab 
beſt, 15to pleaſe the:moſt 3 if thou canſt faſhion te; 
thy (c!f to pleaſe all, thou ſhalt diſpleaſe Him he 
that 15 all in ll, BT 0 
- 34+ It thaw haſt any Buſineſs of Conſequence 
an FSRton, let thy care be .reaſonable, and ju! 
_ eatonable, continual ſtanding Bentgveakens the ha 
Bow, too haſtie drawing breaks it ; put off thy pa 
Cares withthy:Cloaths, ſo ſhall thy Reft ſtrength- th 


_. £1 thy Labour, and Co ſhall thy Labour ſweeten De 


thy Reſt. TN :-3 - De 
...-jFs+ If thow defire not+to he too poor, defire De 
_npt-to be tao-Righ, he is Rich not thatpoſletſe; 
much, but he that covets no more; and he.j; wr 
not poor that enjoys little, but he that wants too mm: 
much, the contented Mind wants nothing, which ot! 
it hath not,the covetous mind wants not only not 1m: 
what it/hith not, but likewiſe what. 1t hath, 

- 35. If thou defire that uneſtimable 'grace © let 
ſaving Faith, deteſt that inſatiable Vice of dam- Bl 
nable Covetouſneſs: It 1s 1mpoſſible a heavt, ! 
( though never ſo double) ſhould lodge both: do 
Faith poſſeiſes thee of what thou haſt not;Cove- Or 
tquſne(s diſpoſeiſes thee of what thou haſt: thou mn: 
canſt not ſerve God, unlefs Mammon ferve thee. 

37. If any hard Afﬀli&tion hath ſurprized thee, Þ11 


caſt one Eye upon the hand that ſent it, and * ou 
otner 
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| other upon the Sin-that brought it; ifthowthank- 
; fully receive the Metſage,. he that ſent it will- 
t diſcharge the Meflenger. 

1 38. Truſt not the Promiſe of a common 
Swearer, for he that dars fin againſt his God, for 
e neither Profite nor Pleaſure, will treſpaſsagainſt 
$4 thee for his own Advantage, 
0 39. So uſeProſperity, as Adverſity may not 
e abuſe thee, if in the one Security admits no 
n fears, in the other, Diſpair will afford no hopes; 
n he that in Proſperity can foretell a Danger, can 
in Adverſity foreſee Deliverance. 
e 4o. If thy Faith hath no doubts, thou haſt 
d juſt cauſe to doubt thy Faith, and if thy doubts. 
ie have no hope, thou haſt juſt reaſon to fear Dit- 
y pair; when therefore thy Doubts ſhall exerciſe 
h- thy Faith, keep thy Hopes firm to qualitie thy 
2n Doubts, to ſhall thy Faith be fecured from 
\ Doubts, (© ſhall thy Doubts be preſerved from 
re Deſpair. 
es 41. It thou ſtand guilty of Oppreſſion, or 
1; wrongfully pofſefled of anothers Right, ſee thou 
00 make Reſtitution before thou giveſt an Alms, if 
< otherways, what are thou but a Thief, and 
of makeſt God thy Receiver. 

42: Wen thou prayeſt for ſpiritual Graces, 
of let thy Prav-r be abſolute 3 when for temporal 
n- Bleffings,add a Clauſe of God's pleaſure 1n both, 
pt, With Faith and Humiliation, ſo ſhalt thou un- 
th: doubtedly receive what thou defireſt, or more, 
e- Or better 3 never Prayer rightly. made, was 
ou made unheard, or heard ungranted. 

e& 43. Not to $1ve to the Poor, is to take from. 
ee, him, not ts feed the hungry if thou haſt it, is the 
he outmolt of thy power. to kill him, that there-« 
NT | fare 
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fore thou "mayeſt avoid both Sacriledge an} © 
Murder, be charitable, 

44+ So often as thou remembereſt thy ſin, b 
without grief, ſo often thou repeateſt theſe ſin; G 


for not grieving. | 

45. In thy Apparrel avoid Singularity, Pro. © 
fuleneſs and Gaudineſs, be not too early in the 
Faſhon, nor-too late, Decencie 1s the half wa t 
between Aﬀecation and Negle& ; the Body 1; L. 
the Shell of the Soul, Apparel is the Husk 0f y 
that Shell, and the Husk often tells you what the - 
kernel 1s. 

45, Benot Cenforious, for thou knoweſt nd N 
whom thou judgeſt; it is a more dextrous Er- ft 
Cour to ſpeak well of an evil man, than evil « (- 
a good man, and fafer for thy Judgment-to br 
miſted by ſimple Charity, then -uncharitabl 
Wiſdom, he may tax others with Priviledge br 
that hath not in himſelf what others may tax. 7 

47. If thou canſt defire any thing not to be re; 

nted of, thou art ina fair way to Happineſi. ,. 
if thou haſt attained it, thou art at thy ways end ,, 
He is not happy, who hath all ( 1f it were pol ,, 
ble ) that he deſires, but that defires nothin 


but what 15s good. tl 
d thee, be bravely tt ;. 


48, Hath any wronge 
venged, flight 1t, and the work is begun; for gc 
give it, and it is finifht ; he is below himſe! |, 
that is not above an injury. 

49. Deride not him, whom the looſer Wo! ,,, 
calls Puritin, left thou offend a little one,! .., 
he be a Hvpocrite, God that knows him, willti 1, 
ward him : if zealous, God that loves him, w. 41; 
revenge him : if he be good, he is good te Go! q, 
Glory: it he þe evil, let him be evilat his os - 

F RT Charge 
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g <ir i725 * He tha! jutses, ſnaii be judges. 

, A< chok detirett the LOVE ©! 70d and Mart, : 

R bowareof Fridc; it is a Tumor in thy Mit, y 
ob th.tbreaks and po!! forts ail thy ARiouis 15S 

= rm 1h thy Treaſure, which eats and ruines. 

\ Eſta ate, 1t loves no man, is beloved of ro 

livin - 1t 3s the friend 6 the Flatterer, the mo- 

ther of Envy, the Nurie of Fury, the Bawd of 

Luxury, the $in of Devils, and the Devil in 

; Mankind : it hates Superiors, 1t (corns Interiors, 
he 1: ONS NO Equals, 1n ſhort, till thou hate It, 

God hates thee, 
ng 51+ Beware of Drunkennels, leſt all good 
re, Micn beware of thee ; where Drunkenneſs reigns, 
| of LOT Rea! {on 1s an Exul, Vertue a Stranger, and 
te Gol an F, UCIT:Fe : 
Me 52+ Takeno pleaſure in the folly of an Tdiot, 
is nor 12 the frenzie of a Lunatick, nor in the ex- 

" travap. Irictes of a Drunkard, make them the Ob- 
# jet <t th - Pity, not of thy Paſtime : ; When thou 
mY belicldeft them, behold how thou art beholding; 
: ; t- Him that ſuffered thee nct to be like them, 
" there 1s no difference between thee and them 
a ' but G<d's favour, 

' 53. Uſe Lawend Fhyſick, only for neceſſity 

they that uſe them © therways, abuſe themſelves: 
& Int weak Bodies, and light Purſcs; they are 
Fo £-0d Remedies, bad Buſjneis, and werſc Recre- 
atlons. 

ol 54. In cvery relative Aion, change Condi- 
ba tions with thy Brother ; then ask thy Conſci- 
WI ence, what thou would'ſt have done ; to the 

bcing truly reſolved, exchange agzin, and do 
4 thou the like to nm, and thy "Charity ſhall (el- 
£4 GQIn or never cr : it is injuſtice;to do what with- 
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Things tempora!, 472 5oeerer in the on; 
petiations Things Ein: Dove: 52 foro atoy $1 wo 
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L215 5 pllgſupe then the Way. 
-6, If thy words be Luzxuriont, eantne them 
feſt they confine the : : he tnat thin ke 151e Can ne 'F 
ver ſpeak cnough, may c: wy incak too much F 
8 full Tongue and an cmvty Erain, are ſcldon © 
partcd. ( 

» $7o Of all Vices, fake heed of Drunkennek: 17 
NL Vices make their ou way, thi mak t 
way | or all Vices 3 2c that 53 ; a Drunkard, E Gu 
lified tor evcry cv!!, 's 
53. Let the words of a Yircin, tmouch in 
! 


£004 Cauſe, and 1G 45 2004 purpole, be ietthe C 
moe Ny many, nor! F Lit, NOT " IRE 10 3 1£:5 ſham?) 


to "be fm 51 4 vold Flog GENce, Ti 
66, It thoa hajt but: tle, make it not It 
by murmuring : 1t thou i, iſt enough, make: t- 
nor too much by unthanktuineils 3; he that 15 \E" 
thanxiuily contented, with the icaft favour þ 
bath received 3 hath mace nimicit uncapabtÞ 
of the leaſt favour hte can receire. LT: 
©, Deſt thou want tnings nece -—_ orumb! 3: 
not; PETCNNC it was a NECENA thing thc 
Shot want them,endeavour [awful y to tupp 
it - 1: Goa Hlefs not thy Endeavour, Ble(s hi 
na "kw wetn ivhar is fitteſt for thee, thou « 
God's Paciert, preſcribe not the Pirytician, 
61. Look m0). thy Affiition, as thou ſci: 
£2 YON thy Lbvtician 5 both 1! ap; 7 a ÞDiſea 
224 poill are znolved for a Cuic, at of the Þ 
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Dear THEOP HILUS, 


Ou may remember, that in our diſccurſins 
T< other, forme Weeis tince, We comtder- 
ed Fo F. ve was the gercat Vury reQuircil of 
Man, and the : Apolilc navins faid 1 Ic Ic 4+. 7s 
Le 165 lvue ane miner, for love 1s 0! Goa; yea, cur 
P'cifed Lord in the Evangeinl Toh « 13, 35. Ve- 
ci:res, tht BY thrs ſpall all men know, jurh t3 Pe 
[21s Diicifles, as have l1ve one to pl, At Na- 
Vit ſaid in Mat. 22, 37,.38. Troat the FI 
Great Commar drment, Wis to ap the Lara our 
G ad, with al! ur heart at a with al! ow ſoul, Ard 
tn? (ec md 3.95 [16e unto t:1s, T 12% {hui 137'C ty 
XNetonbour as thy ſelf, LET iis thereiore reſcive in 
the Strenzth ot our God, to take up and retain, 
ſuch an afte&ionat and invocent Cor roipondence, 
as hall evidencc our Endeavouring, ts have the 
I'vely Marks of beings the £ :ciple $ Of One mMcit 
Bliiicd Savicur z which thit we may do etfctty- 
ally, we muſt caſt from us « Pride as whur 1s 
deftruftive to our Chriiiian Converſe, £As1l am 
Writing the word Pride, my Per runs In aadins 
25 Tod <a to be thrown away, Anger, Scelt-ccn- 
ceit, Reverie, or what ele T: ty take up #11 our 
ears & the roo, that love to.cur Ged and ovr 
d Cl! 131b: ur c ught C0; nave b but If we could fo; 
take up the folly. and tin of bctrs Vi round, as tt 
LF1nS our {e.ves to hate and ie riake - til fame 3 
we wud in cyiting. that great V ickednets, 
Wirch has dravr; \ down the everlaſting Sentence 
ot Gods Wrach, even upon Anszls, caitly Falſe 
cle Ey3t% | have mentioned, aod many Others, . 

TOTO 
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Witch are the proper Brood and develiſn Ifiy iy; 
thereof ;. which Evils, being in the Strength & co 
God weakned inus, we mult farther firive for {1 


q « F ICT FEapagy $ is £2 
being acquired, the Ver:ues Oppotite £9 £39 men. py 


hy E , xO1} 2 4: - F® C . / "AC Ys » *} » ai; J ; 
ye1 to great are !:i2 nyvrantages 07 true Filaimility, jr, 
« _ £7 «>: Wex + a05 _ : — _ of 
aud meetneſs of Spirit, as oven the wort & 47 
q "a - 29 . «4 x a 2 "* TI. y C 
Ncn, are from foie ſmall Bam or Ray cf pri. þ 
1 
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 thcreof, and value the 
Perion enriched wii thete yunvalvable Blefifing, x 

D, The:phil. as thoir can ve no earthly Bleffings, ei 
preferable to this chriſtian and affectionat Con: + 
verte among! Friends and Neighbours, me > 
would make 1t our care, to prevent cvery thing + 
that may occaſion the lei} Breach thereof; the ft! 
Devil 15 ever ready to ruins the Peace of Man m 
kind, here, and to all Eternity 5 and 15 alway A 
feedings Fuel to our Lufts, thereby fo render w ©! 
miſerable in Soul and Eoly, and for diſturbing «.- 
a Neighbourly and Chriſtian Correſpondence; 12 
beſides Pride, and what is vatarelly coniequen- I 
Ktial to if, makes our worldly intereſts, to open ai 
a Gap for divifon amongſt Neighbours 3 this bi 
Hlows from Covetouſneſs, which 1s an Evil much m 
reprehended in Scripture, yea Branded by out © 
Blefſed Lord; with the Name idolatry. It is fa 
Eruc, 1tis the Duty of every man, to concern In 
himſelfin managing and retaining, what is juſt- Cl 
ly hls own Propriety; yet for keeping faſt that J\ 
Chain of a Chriſtian and Neighhourly Converſe, at 
1t may be his Duty it: ſome meaſure, to recede t' 
theretrams; and it Intereft ſhall at any time i 
| {3 12C10S 
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| 
0 conſider if Duty to vicld 4 weely their is a Rule 
for {51 Determining, wiich mas Le ons to. an 
& --entereſice Perſon ; of tuch, a Choice would bc 
et ro.ideo, to wnom the Difference in Sreat Aﬀectti- 
x cn would be ſubmitted, and his Determination 
us; 4h much love amoneft all Parties acquiciced 
ty, 15; and it Price and Self were thus fet al:de 
« amoncſt Nenghhonrs, and they ging hearty 0- 
It. þ..dionc2 to the Apoit;o his Auvice to us Philtp, 
to -, 0. wa nothing {+ done through ſirif2, cr enan mg, 
the 1. 5 flowlinete of mira, ot each eſteem others better 
5, ren hoping gs, The farcfaftion that would flow 
no. thevnetlro ll, wourd be #cmpreheniible ; 2nd 
0M ly the envy of Devil and wicked Men, atic :1 
we Ne ohbourly Coniora being reſoivea upon, it 
ng ov'd come next wider our Conſideration how 
he the fame, 5elges We jatisiation ariſing trom it, 
If- Ma), be 1Nproaven to our temporai wand eterral 
I Advantage, mal! things that may concern etther 
w of us, 1t we would frmly praftiſe that Rule, of 
n £0197 as we would be dealt with : 1t 15 fo catily 
e; [414 12 ali keare callcd to do, and fo compre- 
n- henfive, as may ſpare our Pains, in laving down 
a ay other Bules 2< to our temporal intereſts : 
his But oar eternal Wellfare, being of greateſt Mo- 
c< ment wunto vs, In this eſpecially, we would en- 
ur eavour cur being helpful to cach other. I am 
is fatisficd, if under the Apprehenfion of approzch- 
1m Ing Death, it were poſhble to lay before us, all 
ſt- cur A®tons, Speeches and Thoughts, that ſcarce- 
at 3% one of a thouſand of either.we would repeet; 
e, and could not but paipably fee our Failings, ei- 
de thor in matter or manner ; the confideration 
, 1crcor, ſhould make eycry one cautious how 
| | 49 
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ie 0! me. mac! eianbe ours ard other? makes uſe FI; 
of, 1n Cc nvcrſing tosther.1s IMP! CYCQM, It Were Me 
a {EVCTILY, avins bo allow ance ir.m OCr1Pture, to 
to tay tnat all neighbourly ard trieudly Con. jn 
ycrie, ſhou:d only be about our Svuls and thin: %; oa 
Heavenly : z kr our Lord by Himſelf ard is A. jn 
pcſt:es , do's plaiuly recujre our Corcernment Bc 
1n Our particutar Cal lings : ar:d ſurely, a re. fit 
creative Diveriion 1s necetiar, to both B-dy and 
Mind; yet 1s 1t tobe reorated, that ſuch as pro- 
fel to bÞ Chr iſt! ans, ſh2u'd in their fo often 
meeting together, ſo ſeidom ſpeak <t God, and 
things Ravens, Our Freat God, his Commard 
to the Iſraclites was, tiia* they ihould (peak of 
Iis Frecepts given by Hoſes, wh:lit they walked 
by the Way : and albcit the indiſcrect Zeal oi 
ſome people 1ntheir mecting together, for Pray- 
er avd-ipiritual Conterer ce, may £ive _ 
Yea ima) be hurttul to themiclves, whe "_— 
E::ds are not ſerious in the t: ;SHTOL God, or when 
there 1s want ot Prudence, tor regulating Neet- 
ings of that king 3 yet ſurely, 1t were deljzht- tr 
fomly rad RIFASCONS in Chriſtiars meeting toge-[0r 
ther, tha trney, at leaſt jometimes by fuitabletic 
Diſcourſe, relating to their Souls Condition,1! 
wou'd raiſe up in themſclves a Warmnets oiPr 
Aﬀetion, towards their God in Jeius Ciriſt.andt” 
1.hcart-hatred to Sin, that oniy can ſeparate ws 
betwixt Him and them 3 and which wouid be af. 
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Mean, for putting aid KEEPS their kearts in fre 
that iframe, as He by His Spirit, would Dwellc? 
inthems yea it were deſirable, that- at fome- Tu 
times, when fitneſs of Frame and Occaſion offers, © L 
tiiat they did upon. their Knees, joyntly put up .. 


tacir Petitions to God, aud humoly ackpowIedge 
l5 
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& }1;s mexprefſivle Goodnets, for the particular 
re Merc1cs they are cver mecting with, and never 
e to be forgetful of the wonderful Mercy of God, 
1. in His offering to wretched and miſerable Man, 
5 Salvation in and threugh Chriſt, But left my 
4. inſiſting turther ſhould make this excece the 
nt! Bounds ofa Letter, I thall only add thatl am 1n 
'6. ſincerity. 

1d Decemb, 22. Your truly affe&tonat 
0- ISI, Netgl.zour ard Scryant, 


id Theocritus, 


m__ ON 
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'e 
ir, FF 1 could bring up my heart to meditat with 
any ſertoufneſs, upon the manifeſt Vanitics 
et- Otallthat is almoſt the conſtant Praftice of 
1t- frail Man : [ am fenfivle, I could not better at 
e-ſome occuions, imploy my time, but ſuch are 
Jlethe diſtraftions thereat, and it's Irregularities 
50,10 all 12s motions; as T7 may truly ſay with the 
ofPcophet, ſeremah, I'7. 9s It 7s deceirful above all 
ngt5ings, and aeſperatly wiched, who can bhww it? 
te My dear Toephilus, Thave this night conſidered, 
. athat, as ground for our Meditation occurs, either 
jn from providential Diſpenſations, or what is the 
ej|conftant praQtice of Mankind, in their moſt u- 
ie- fual dealing and converſe, it may be behovefull 
rs, Gur martita; ne ſame, and as Conventiencie al- 
Th I-55, that we in Conterence or by Writ,at ſome- 
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Ee eb ES aca nate Latte , 
2 heart katered to the inmerable Evils, the þ ot 
vi! the Tngetd 1 the Keſh. draft us dai. © 
wo \ £42 ET: bk vw 1 / OL 14G, 0999001 a 40 Cliezs G14: us 0 1 R 
Ty, rs ETOP 4343-0c 4 7 
iy to commit, Ve necd be ar ite palns, in (1 
It T4 6 EY TY py IS ; bs AMM--.13-:4+: x44 TE 2 
fit G15 un QDOJt ff for Meditation, any tot t| 


from 8s! th-: 15 


ce praGice ©: botn, the Great ,, 
anc Mczn 1 mM tis worid, at tis time, 1.at we C- 
are tie other day from that woriily Aunicer, c, 
M, anent the tratifle or gin, ana [1's be- © 4 
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m2 by the Prophet at. EXCC/!NmLY 


rais, 3 ins 500dling 2 
may.” very uſ{efwly be taken undor our CORiidera: 


£1360 And fince this 5 MOT\2. 
bo its me. I ſhall ; 


Ink, in tei;ing you tiat off men, and I ry fel 


In particular. doe 'S IN fo little mind1ns our ap- if 


proaching D- i Hh, not only /ncaks cut full» but C: 
i a = 
the higtit © f5rart alt ves, the Aﬀtiors otak - 
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yet 25 NS every thing we 99, (4, Or Ul 
man'teitiy dcclare, 
there i5 x Judzme: 2 t5come. O: theunexpret , 
f1>1e Madncts tnat 15 18 poor Man, wno dGe \ 
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hcerevi, will not only ſtir ws 5 up 
As Hal 109, We myuL Cer talnly die, but 
V: il] ttc nt we endeavours with all our 
0 Srronpth, to live: up © to Ru! £5 it the Goipel, 
Derg i NG ECHSY, MOT ONLY 3 Lever Peace and 
7 Satin en, vin << is unknown co the moſt of 
1, but Ticreny tne Terror ang Stir of deatt: 

IE a1 AVAY, 12 and trough — our victicd 
yiius 3. wourd: tage mucn time, even tc 
PIC at iv particelnt tn of our Geaiing and 
W Cont ewe ar called tt minave.as having 
waa provi of our approaching death. And I 
On Gny mind you of that common Adapie, 
b Ho te, wit] crits moviiurus acdss | reme EMI 
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140% were 15 do nothing but what they 
na TT. OUNO c.0. OCHS (i «16 the Morrow 3 but 1 CON 
UWGWoenye he wma: PIng of Of it 1 an not as to the Matter 
Foo; 4 id | C MG -TtOLM ing what evcr we do, 
rt bw i done, a5 if we were to die the 


_— ORTOS 1.5 And oy tt we wcre at all times 
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Rs - UNE henſion on m—_ 
Dc. 01.16 vn art rings of the time thereo 

oe £98..3- 2 aoty Qf4 {adamens tO CUINE, where 
Þt We 
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we hail appear before a Tribunal, whoſe Jud 

alvcit wonderful in mercy, yet is a God of |, C2 
fiice, unacefhble to ſinners not coming to Hin &ci 
Ic and throngh- Chriſt our Lord, it would of; Ki 
ſelf ( God bleſſing the lame ) be ſufticient:; EX 
dc ter from all In:uſtice toward God, our Nets all 
buur, or our ſelves; let us therefore ſtir up or OV! 
Hearts to an awtul ſenſe of God's Omnipreſen 
and Omniſcience,and of the certaintic of Dea! V! 
and of our Beeing, to account for 3!l our gy; 
before a juſt and omnipotent God, that ther 1Y- 
by we may be induced to endeavour in allh C! 
nulity a ſuitable Chriſtian Converiation, a! M 
wherein we come ſhort, with all our Hcart, a i 
all our Strength, to flie to Chriſt who is the; 1 
lone Refuge of ſinners, which that we ma- ſer Fa, 
ouily and cheeriully perform, is the Praq: d1 
OI 
Faur affetionate Neth ber {0 
gervant THEOCRIT VS, ” 


Jan, 8. 1692, [ic 
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D, THEOPHILUS, ©» 

It 

EN my laſt, I expreſt ſome ſenſe I had of i tl1 
Y being our Intereſt to advantage our felvs Ri 
by Meditation upon vihat does hourly oc P 
from the Adttons of men: And indeed but ſer le 
oullyathink upon what is the common Prafic fv 
of all without Exception, not O1:1y offers grout VY 


tor Meditation, but for Wonder; for if #T 


could Qivelt our ſelves of our own corrupt 18 D 


cligat' © 
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N% tinations, and izavitual Byaſs to do as the worid 
Is £cncrally does: We would mM looking upon Man- 
fi kind, as cmey Ve 1N the :yorld, clearly ſce now 
t. extravagantly r1d1cuiovs the AG1ons of aimolt 
jg ail men are; Confider Rulers, and theſe that 
q ought to be ruled, of all Degrees and Qualities 
jp and not One OL a thouſtd will be found to a& 
af Wit 2 true Dcitgn, of [1v1ng up to his Calling, 
y and therein ſerving God 1n h1s Station, for ſure- 
=, 1y, as God the Creator of all things, made every 
1, Creature for ſome rational ule in the world, fo 
,, Man particularly 1s to be ſerviceable to his Crea- 
\tor.in the Station which in i'rovidence he 1s cal- 


al. 


-. led to live in, Sometimes when I am alcne, I 


=, faccie an over-tlowing tullneſs of Matter tor me- 
” ditation of this kind, yet having this morning 
taken my Pen in hand, reſolving to expreſs 
ſomething thereof 3 T find the ſhortneſs of my 
;s Reaion bounds my Fancie, and hinders my $1- 
vin you any rational Account of my thoughts 
bcrem 5 but fince what 7 do, 15 to meet with no 
critical Cenſure, and that 1t may offer ground 
— for being bettered from your Meditation : I 
ſhall give you a view of my thoughts of the aQi- 

0! $ of perſons of ſeveral Stations. I am ſenſible, 

17 15 not the part of every one to enquire into 

f i: tne Actions, or meddle with what is the Duty of 
ve Rulers, yet ſo ſtrange and wonderful are the late 
cc Providences in rejation to them, as ſuch as are 
er leaſt concerned in enquiring into the Aions of 
tic \upream Magiſtrats,cannot forbear the having of 
ur What 1s paſt underConſideration ; I can truly for 
mIny lelt ſay, Inot only had in ſome competent 
18 Degree,that due reſpe& for Magiſtracy, which | 
ati i1unk js neceffar for all $ubjeRs, and made -me 
EY Lo " _ 


( 114 J 
-oniider 1t our Intereſt, at leaſt in our particul '© 
concerns to ſufter to Degrees ci extremity, r; of 
Her than by our Reſentments to trouble th cl 


Peace of a {ociety; but I had alio that Vener 
cion for the perſons of our late Kings, as indy 1! 
ed mie to an afte&tonat and ſerious wiſhing, th: 
they might by their Government, gain that ty 
Honour of being ſerviceable to God 1n their $t y 
tlons: It were an improper Task for me! h 
canvais the iate KevoJutions, and approve, [ 
cenſure what has been lately a&ed in thir Kin * 
loms; I am fatisficd, that as all required © 
wan, 13 primarly intended to the Glory of & *© 
#rcat Creator, fo the ends of Magiſtracy, a * 
next to that, the good and advantage of the $ * 
ciety they are to govern: And as I ſhall b * 
vindicat Aﬀtions,that in tco palpable appearance * 
had not only the proſp<& of greatly prejudgn _ 
Subjeas 1n their Proprietie; but eſpecially 
over-tnraing the Religion happily eſtabliſhed 
mr Lands, fo I have contidered with regre 
the troubles of CZARLE $ the firſt; anc 
do truly lament the Condition of King 7 4 ME 
who abſtrating from his being Poptſh, mit 
have been fortunat in his Government, and t 
Aﬀe&ions of his Subje&s : T may fay, 1t 15h 
to underſtand the ways of God, from the $ 
videiitial Diſpenſations, that he 1n great juſt 
does carve out to miſirable and frail man : *0 
Saviour himſelf tells us, it was not the great: 
of finners, upon which the Tower of Si{+am | 
and 1n the bypaſt Ages, yea, in this pre:ent #! 
there has been, and are Princes that Reigns ! 
as declares, they only live to ſerve their Lwl 


to the great Damage of theſe they govern, 
, | 


k — 
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icy {6 far a5 15 within their power, to the diſhonous 
Y, of the Almighty God ; yet het hls wite prov1- 
e t} dence, for his own ends, which the ſhallow 
Reaſon of man 1s notable to comprehend, does 
ady ſuifer wickedneſs of that kind: Surely all in thir 
th Kingdoms, ought to admire and prize the good- 
tt neſs of God, in his dealing therewith, and to be 
. 5, humbly ſerious in begging of him, that all that 
ne: has occurred, may be tollowed with his Bleſſing, 
' T am not much inclined to determine my ſelf, 
Ri 111 approving Or ditalowing Aﬀions irom the 
4, event, yet when ſo ſingular a Providence as has 
e , occurred amongſt us, is ſo circumſtantiat, I think 
in perſons of our tation, 1t 1s Duty not too 
. e Nicely to canvaſs the fame. And 1t may be faid, 
| þ Mere are not any in thir three Kingdoms, who | 
ine ATE not trom their intereſt byaſſed, or othcrwiſe 
oj from their Luſts and Paſſions induced to Parti- 
ly ality, but they are ſatisfied, our preſent king 
ed has becn ſent as a Mercy to thir Lands; and that 
ra Þe may continue fo to us, if our fins do not ob- 
n; ſtrut. Tt 1s the duty of SubjeRts to pray for 
7x their Governours, and tha! ſupream Magiſtrats 
js ma” have Servants and Counſellors, that will be 
|f Inſtrumental and exemplary, in the perſvad- 
1 118 allin thir Lands, to their living up to Moral- 
; Quties, and to thc having the fear of God in their 
a hearts, and r! zIntiy to worthip him 3 for Princes 
0 & mach t5 be pitied, and furely their condi- 
t F120 of Lite, 1s 127 to ve cnvyed by the meancſt 
8: 98 Men, for as the1r Carcs and Anxiettes are CX- 
MN team 3 {© their Temptations to do what draws 
Gown the Curie of God upon mankind, are of- 
4 {en grenter than frail man 15able to reſiſt, And 
IN 


nen 


how eten 14 the Condition of Vrinees much to 
K. 2 | he 


he 
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be lamented, from the inſufficiency and wick. 

edneſs of their Servants and Counſellors ? for 

not only has Princes their own Frailty to-wreſtle 

with, but are not almoſt all their Servants and 
Favourites their Bane and Plague, who tor their 
own ends, counſel and perſwade to an arbitrary 
way of Governins; and ſurely thir Kingdom; 
has thir thirtic ycars paſt, experienced the fad 
{nconveniencies, much ariſing from evil Coun- 
{ellors, who not only did deſtroy the intereſt of 
ourPrinces,in the afte&ions of thetr SubjeRs,by 
{crewing up what they unreaſonably owned to 
he the Princes Prorogative, but by ating dired- 
ly to the Defſrru&tion of the Souls of Subjedts, 
without even the leaft ſhadow or proſpett of 
Gain, Honour,or Security to the Prince or them- 
ſelves, of which their Circuits were a deplor- 
able Inſtance, it being manifeſt as the Sun at 
Noon-tide, that they acted, as if their Commitſ- 
fion had been from Hell to the Deſtru&ion of 
Souls, tor granting the publick Oaths they ten- 
dered, might have been taken, yet-1t mult be 
uncontravertedly granted to be the Magiſtrats 
Daty, to retuſe the tendering even of an Jaw- 
ful Oath, where they are ſatisfied, the Partie 
does not take the fame in Knowledge and Con- 
ſctence.And alas how much to be lamentedis the 
remeibrance of the horrid cruelty to theSouls of 
men, that was ſo {trenuully praiſed 1n the pro- 
ceedings of iome late Circuitszfor not only were 
publick O:ths preiſed upon poor People againſt 
their Light,and they forced to the taking there- 
ot,when 1t was beyond all Contradi&ion known 
to the Impoſers, that it was done manifeſtly a- 
Salnſt their Knowledge and Conſcience ; but ge: 
Pt, Nera 


— A— -——— 


_ 


»  — 


ou BE 49 
— th 


LEG 5 oe: wa. CF 


/1Ck- 
| for 
eſtle 
and 
neir 


F | 
F247 3 
noral Lybels of Reſet and Converie 1th Rebels, 
23d all other Crimes they could almoſt 1nention, 
were raited againſt thouſands, and the fame 
made provable by their Oaths; where On: to 
be lamentcd, the extream ſ{everities of the Go- 
vernment, made almoſt every one {0 to purge 
tcmfclives vpen Oath, 2s I hope it ſhall be their 
Mercy to repeat for it, that they may evite me 
Sentence of a mere dreadiul Judge, wao 15 Ir- 
reconci:eavle to ſuch as does not by Repentarice 
come 2 1im,in and through Chriit: Indeed the 
ſcyeritics in proſecuting many of - this king- 
dom in thet!r temporal concerns; from diileriting 
from the Church-government eſtabliſhed by Law, 
have been very hard, but not comparable to the 


prejudice multitudes did ſuffer from that hel- 
111h Centrivance, in forcing people ſo far as poſ- 


fibly the Pcriecutors could, ro Per;ury 3 and 1 
have often thouzhr it had been the Intereſt of 
{ome parts of this Kinzdom, to have prevented 
{ome Circuits, which have moleſted them with 
the loſs of the greartcit part of their worldly 
goods : And this I fay,not from the conftderati- 
on of temporal loſs, albeit 1t was not inconſide- 
rable, but trom the inconvenience to the Souls 
ot people that tollowed from the Temptations 
ney were under through ſuch Severities. I can, 
I think in a great meaſure, free my ſelf from 
particular prejudice to the perſon of anv,&that 
my reſentment from any {mal trouble I did meet 
witi at the time,does not act me to revengeful 
Detires 3 yet truly I cannot but often wiſh, that 
our Governours would ſee it their Duty, fo to 
ceniure ſuch who have been moſt inſtrumental in 
tele lamentable Praftices,as may. evidence their 

K3 hatrec! 
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natred to what is fo offenſive to God, and nm 
be to the terrour of ſuch as after this ſhall fr, 
ſuch wicked Principles be inclined to foll 
Methods of that kind ; and I do wiſh from n 
hear”, that our King would fee it to be his gre; 
eſt Honour, in govetning ſo as God may be me 
nonoured ; and that he may be ſenſible of tt 
Vanity and . Fully there is in the aftings of 
moſt all the Potentats that are, or has been! 
the world ; for ſurely the greateſt of Conque 
rers, or (uch as have mott reached their Projec 
tor enabling them to live, having their oy 
Wills only for their Rule, have found the ſam 
whcn attained, not at all to anſwer their Ex 
pectatton.; and Princes that have been moſt in 
icrumental in cracting good Laws,and putting th 
tame to due Execution, beſides the advantas 
to the!r eternal Intereſt, which is moſt to be va 
ined, they have ever had greateſt Honour whill 
alive, and their Meraories Savourie and Honor 
able to Poſterity, D. Trezphil,T am ſenſible, I have 
not oniy herein by the Bulk in too much writ- 
ting oftended, but that Thave extravaged, aud 


In ſtead of proſecuting the Deſign of bettering 


our ſelves, by repreſenttng what is, or ought to 


be the ſubject of yur Meditation, 1 have run out 
upon an account of Actions, without having due 


Reilection upon the ſame; and that Thave med- 


ied in what 1s above my Station and Capacity, 
but as 16 will not ſuffer, ſo I expect no ſevere 


Critictizing, and I ſend you it, that by your 


modeſt Cenſure, and your further Meditation: 


tereupon, ye may be beneficial to 
Your Newhbour, and Servant, 
'Feb, I'6, 1692. 


THEO,RIT US. 
-- Doar- 
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D, THEOPHII, 


] Remember I propoſed that in Conference, 
ar.d ſomctime by Writing, we might commu- 
nicat our Thoughts, of what 1s uſually cccur- 
ring to us: 1n my laſt I troubled you, with too 
much writing , and medled in a Subject be-_ 
yund my Sphere, which may be. little: uſeful to 
the End intended ; yet this Morning, I incline 
to impart to you my Thoughts of the Vanity 
there 1s in the ARtons and Converſation, of the 
moſt of our Nobility and Gentry. Our Blefled 
Lord in Luke 12. 48. Holds torth that to whom- 
ſoever much 1s given, of chem much ſhall be requtred. 
Which will greatiy increaſe the Charge, upon 
perſons of that Quality ; their Advantages from 
their Education, their Wealth and thelr Time, 
are Talents; an account whereof, will undoubt- 
edly be required of them : and it 1s to be Ia- 
mented, that the moſt Part are ſo little aware 
of what 15 to be laid to their Charge for almoſt 
all perſons of that Rank and Quality, live, as it 
the end of their being in the World, were only 
to fatisty their Lufts and Paſſions, and they con- 
ſider it a great Streach toward Sobriety, if they 
live, as it idleneſs were their Calling ; which 1s 
the hight of Ingratitude, and far from a due ac- 
knowledgment of the Bounty of the Creator, 
who has ditpenſed (o liberally towards them. All 
tne Creatures in the Univerſe, do wondertully 
concurr, for accompliſhing the End of their Cre- 
ation : only wretched and wicked man, in al- 


moſt all lus Walk, is Retrograde to what 15 re- 
v quired 
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quired of him : and to confider how, at leath 
the moſt part, the Great and Rich Men amon; 
us, imploy their time; notwithſtanding the m: 
ny Advantages they have of fervins God,ts md 
lamentable ; tney little mind, they are not | 
much Potlctiors of, as Stewards to what Gor 
has beſtowed upon them, and where.they ul 


_ then not az he hath appointed, that they ma 


expett the Sentence truly due to the Uujuſl 
indeed our Reaſon ſatisfies us, of the necefſiiyc 
the difierins Stations amons men : and our Go 
by his Word, makcs plain 1s allowance there 
of ; but tlie many Advantazes beſtowed by thi 
Almignty, upon Great and Rich Men, will bt 
found at the Day ot Accounting, to be but miſ- 
1mploycd, it either laviſhly expended for pam: 
pering their Luſts and Pride, or covetouſly re: 
tatned, under pretence of maintaining their 
Grandicur, and providing for their Families 
Sure a great end oi Gods g1ving Riches, 1s, that 
the Poſleflors may Diicharge that often-repeated 


_ Command, for man's beins charitable to hi: 


poor Brother ; but it 1s little to be learned from 
the praice of the moſt Part, that this Duty .0f 
Charity, is ſo often and preffingly urged in the 
Scriptures, and great 15 the neceflity of holding 
forth the Charge, given by the Apoſtle in 1 Tim, 
6. 17, 18, 15. Charge them that are rich in this 
world, that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in un- 
certain riches, but in the [l1ving God, who giveth 6 
richly all things t» enjoy, That they do good, that 
they be rich in gnod works, read) to diſtribute, willing 
To communicate : Laying up in Shore for themſelves a 
gn2d foundatims againſt the time to corre, that tht) 
#ay lay hold oncternal life, It-'were indeed de- 

| firavle, 
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ſirabie, to fee our Nobility and Gentry, 1mpro- 
ving the Advantages they are tryſted with, that 
God may be glorified, and the Occaitons tor do- 
1ns zood that Great Men have, through their Au- 
th-rity amongſt Friends, Followers and Scr- 
rants, ought to be much improven to that End 
for it is but too much obſervable, that their Ex- 


| ample prevails greatly, to influence to all Wick- 

edneſs : and it were very pleaſing, to ſee Nobi- 
© lity and Gentry, 1n all religious and moral Con- 
| verſation, Examplary to others : and how truly 
. honourable were it for them, not only by Ex- 


ample, but Precept, to ſtir up others to religi- 
ous Duties: I know the moſt of Great Men, 


. would be ready to entertain a detire of this 


kind, with ſcorn, as betas bclow and unſuitable 


. totheir Station; but in this, their fooliſh Pride 1s 


Extreme; for our Great God, in Compariſon 
of whom, the greateſt of Mortals are as Graſhs- 
pers, yea as nothing. Having required this Du- 
ty ot all, without Exception : it were the hight 
of their Honour, yea their invaluable Advantage, 
to 'mprove their Authority, their Riches, their 
Reputation, and whatever they enjoy, to His 
Giorv; and where it is not fo done, the litt!e 
hinc-breadth of their time being ſpent,they will 
be {entible of the having loſt, what to their in- 
comprehenſible Sorrow,they will then find to be 
Irrecoverable. It is beyond Cor:tradi@ion cer- 
tain, that the Mind of man is not fatisfiable, by 
any earthly Enjoyment; yet Riches and Honour 
with God's Bieffing, are defirable ; but how 
often do they prove a Snare to the Poiſctſors 
tnerect? The conſideration whereof, ſhould 
{trup toa ſuitable improvement, of WARENEe 

they 


C183 
they enjoy : and they may he aflured, that ej 
ther the due improvement, will accreſs to thei | t 
Advantage, when ſolemnly Appearing befor, *' 
the Tribunal of God : or the Abule thereof, wi] ©: 
then to their Shame and Contufion, aggravy, '* 
their Guilt, Indeed the Frailty of every one 
diſables from refiſting Temptation : and Great ah 
and Rich Men are much to be pitted, becauſe q _— 
the many Snares, that are unevitably incident t; oy 
their way of Living ; yet it is moſt pra&ticabl: I 
for Great-ones to live ſo, as they may be th 
Comtort of their Friends and Followers, ſe - 
viceable to their Generation, an Honour to 4 - 
Nation they live in, (and what is moſt defirable' hr 
true Lovers of God, and Promoters of Godl! a 
neſs ; which laſt, if they would conſcicnciouſh _ 
endeavour and ſet afide Pride in their worldly by 
Converſe, the other Advantages would be, Uþ ( 
natural and deſirable Conſequents of their | , 
doing. TI have ſaid to you, that with man; 
our Nobility and Gentry, the yondmoſt attain. . 
ment toward Vertue, is their Living, as if to q 
nothing were their Calling, and wiat hath bee 
appointed, or allowed of by God, to recreatth , 
Body and Mind of man, in order to his greate -, 
fitneſs for the Diſcharge of what 1s required 0 | 
him , as Duty in his Station, is immoderath- 
uſed by them, as 1f 1t were the only end of thel! | 
Livins in the World, I think it were unjuſt t 
refuſe, not only the lawfulneſs of Recreation, |; 
but that even greater Degrees tizreot, 1s allow . 
able to perſons according to their Quality, and 
Circumſtances in the World : and I am not 9 
the Opinion of ſuch, as maintains, tliat all enmr 
ty betiwixt Creatures, 15 the Efic& ot S103 af 


= 
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B r infini | od, hath Ereated 
ey, 1 think our infinitely Wiſe God, h: 
on theſe Creatures uſed in the Recreation of map, 
wil 02at they might be made uſe of to that End yet 
We is it evIdert, Ris Diſpleaſure with Exceſs there- 
me 10, by ſutfering in His Wife Providence their ſo 
«j doing,to become the1r great Snare,obyious to the 
« q Moſt unconcerned Confiderers; tor how lament- 


'avleis it, to hear the unallowable Paſſions, yea 


[yl 


bl, the dreadful prophaning tne Name of the moſt 
t Bleſſed God, that 1s almoſt the conſtant prafice 
ſe, Of fuch, 2s gives up their Minds with too great 
the intentneſs to Recreatton,and 15 it not aſtoniſhing 
* to hear one otherways, ſober 1n his Converſa- 
qj; tion, upon the leaſt diſappointment of the Flight 
aſh of a Hawk , or Hounding ofa Dog, foto carry, 
Hike if there were not a God in Feaven? iurely 1t 
the 20 vere the pradtice of ſuch perſons betore thetr 
f lleeping, ſeriouſly to Examine, what they have 
$- done throughcut the day ; the bitter remem- 
in brznce of their unchriſtian Behaviour, would 
* cool their Ir:clinations to fach Recreation, D. 
oe 7 Peophil, let it be our work to endeayour the 
th bettering our ſelves, from the confideration of 
\,,, What do's hourly occur to us,andT wifh our Pray- 


ate 


| , <r5 to God, 1n behalf of one another, may be, 


it that 1n His Strength we ſo live, as we may with 
_ Confidence, Own the Name of Chriſtians, and 


4 Chriſt our Lord may be our Portion, Heir, and 


on, (0all Eternity, I am oh | 

ow. farce 21, Your affeRtonat Netgh- 

and 1092, bour and Servant, : 
4 Theocritms, 

mi- 

for 
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D, THEOPHIL, IG 


Na Line ſome Weeks fince, I promited ya © 
ſome p.rt of my Thoughts, anent the Aion £* 
of rerſons ot ſeveral Stations : and fince thyÞ* 

time, I have (albeit to ſmall purpoſe_) writte '< 
ſomething, relating t2 what is, ard ought to b ?' 
the praftice of Great Men : it is indeed but ko 
pcracially done, for there 1s ſo much repre 4 
Icudibie, 1n tiie Aﬀtions of a'l Men, and man © ' 
Corrupt'on calis for {5 many Artuments Loy 
periwade to Luty, as tne Bounds ct a Lette 

ace too {mill to Treat theresf ; but the narroi 
Boui:ds ot my Capacity, do's mcre hinder my. 
dotug it any thing eiteGually ; yetas i then fat, 
to v ou, that 1t may be ſnbjc@ ter your Meditiz. 
tion, I thai] this Morning, i1gnifie my thoughy,, 
of perſons ot an inferior Rank ; Mechanicks any, 
Lobourcrs of Land, albeit they are wanting |, 
what may Qualifie them, to put in praftice May, 
cheuitian-Policy; yet do they dayly in they, 
ordinar Converſe and Dealins, prafiite what », 
very little ſuitable to the Ruics of Chriſtianitp, 


And ſo great and many are the ſubtilties of pthþe 


ſons in theie Stations, as plainly favs, the Gelig, 


rality thereof are runnins with violence, tle 
Way that lezds to etcrnal Deſtruion; fur Ih; 
you caniider their way jn Dealing, doth 1t mfr, 
maniteſtly ſpeak forth, their unbelict of a Deyhe 
ty, and that the only aud Almighty God, divy. 
in His providential Diſpenſations, order and dibo 
poſe of wretched Mankind, in all His ConcernÞr; 
2nd hey eyideut 1s it, that the moſt part of p 

| (98 
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of Wor.diy pun! \ſhment, hiuiders tor LENS 3i 
togeth: r untccicble, it born £ 4 LING not -0 ac 
' contraverted ; that were it not fear of tom DOC 1, 

5 woe ment, there would bo no Peaceabis Cor 
Trelpcnderce e amongs!t Mankind, which is an E- 
'vil ercatly co be regrated ; and it 15 againſt att 
Reaton : For how! orutifhly TOR '5 it to darc. 

GO doing ot any thins una! low2 le, for fear of 

* Alan and teinporalt Puniſhment; vet without 
controle to finagainft our great G God, to whom 
' there 15 NO acccfs for ſinners, but in and through 
ic Chriſt ; and betore whoſe Tribunal, all men 
— muſt undoubtedly ſtand : and there receive et- 

Fe I ther the ſentence of eternal Falvation, or of e- 

\' ternal Namnation. It were much to be wiſhed, 
Wy 2 Men ang Women of all Ranks, would o 

=, ve, as the th oughts oi apyreach:iz:s Death 2nd 

Judgment might n-t be thetr rerrour. Ard 

D Aurely tize Starion of inen ih low degree, docs 
Mano hinder, buf contribute to their 1© 45 oing. | 

heh, ve often thought, that a Couniccy Man's Way 

ut no Ivins. where he has for his convenierit *u}- 

\Mtfftance, and is Maſter of what 15 necefſar for t:;: 


_P*being in that Station ; is defiregble beyord the 


><;moſt pomp pous and ſplendid Living of the great 
leſt of Men. And it is beyond all Controverfic. 
for hat Nouſands of Land-labourers, leads lives 
It tihreferable in true and ſolid Contentment £6 
Pheir Land-lords, who lives but too oftzn 1d!; 


, ditp:m a Great pa t f 
1 did» part of the Frujts of their La 


urs : And 1t they conld be perſwaded to the 


ermpraftice of G odline(5, ih the d1{charge of Dutic- 
" L required 
0 


required of them in their Stations;they would ſe; 
much reaſon to magnifie the Mercy of God, who 
in his providence has ſo diſpoſed of them : An 
it were the Intereſt of every one, to reſt con- 
tentedly ſatisfied with their worldly Station, and 
that without Anxicty, they a&ed in what cver 
they are called to: Yea, I think 1t may be war- 
rantably ſaid, that none ought to aim at a high- 
er Station in this world than they are in; for 
many have at their dying hour, wiſhed never tt 
have had Riches and worldly Honour, which 
have Snarcs almoſt unreſiſtable 1n frail! Man. And n 
{ think, never any wiſe Manat leaſt when dying 


Co Y ws A A word tens oo. 


and at the brink of Eternity, but they did if 


abſolutly ſee the Vanity in ſuch Enjoyments 
where the Poſſeffors has not rightly uſed then tl 
as Stewards for our great Lord and Maſter. ! 
I am unfit to handle, what may be held fort 7 
as the Duty of any ; I pray God may bleſs th F 
Land, with the means of Grace to every. Ran |; 
and Degree of perſons, and continue them there 1+ 
in for the good of Souls, to His Glory; yet <: 
may ſay, that albeit perſons in that Station,har S; 
neither much time, nor fitneſs for reading « le. 
Books, that every Family, beſides Bibles to « cu 
vcry one, would be furniſhed with ſome Book. Dc 
moft ſuited to their Capacities. The Aﬀed 11 
blies Catechiſms, are truly to my apprehentit 1s | 
beyond expreſſion defircable; and ſome of © de 
plaincſt Explanations thereof are uſcful, A wc 
ſurely the meaneft of Familics, that would fro! Bo 
Conſcience reſolve to imploy ſome, part of the. iro 
little Money, for acquiring ſome Books, B's t 
hortins and  DireRing to the praftice of Du) on 


vw poorer thereof, nor any whit wh 
would not þc the poorer t > there) of 


X (127 5 
0 thereby diſabled, for expending 1n tne1w tem- 
{ poral concerns. There are many Peices ot 
- praQical Divinity, ſome whereof may be nad 
d at cafice Rates; and I do ſertoully with, that 
1 each Family, beſides ſome few of other neceſlar 
'- Books, would purchaie to themiclves Baxter s 
i pow Mins F amily-Bok, and Flavel s Hus banarie 
Nr Spiritualized. And I am fully affured, 1f they 
tt would a-part,. and in their Families togetner 
> imploy the time at Eyenings, and other conve- 
nd nicnt Seaſons, which their werldiy butineſs may 
wy, diſpenſe with, in ſerious peruſal thereof : And 
ld if they did in Humility, and with hearts deſire, 
t) ſeck the bleſſing of God upon their Endeavours, 
en their Advantage and true Comtort in {o doing, 
| will be beyond what can be well expreited. D. 
rt Thesp!il. 1t Men and Women of whatioever De- 
hi gree or Quality, had the ſerious Beitet of © 
an ludgment to come, 1t would be eafie to per- 
re {wade r- Duty, and which time ſurely approach- 
t es, and will come to the grievous Conviftion of 
ay Sinners: ror however inans Corruption may 
| (Jead him to Atheiſm, yet not only does the con- 
d © curring Content of all Nations, ſpeak forth 2 
ol. Deity, but that there i3 a particular Providence 
ef 1n reiation to Mankindaud all worldly Concerns 
f0 15 b2yond all contradiction, and which Provi- 
© dences are ordered by our Only and Almighty 
As God, My being unqualified, and the narrozy 
rol Bounds of this Letter, hinders my making plain 
the trom Reaſon, that the owning of a Frovidence, 
E1 15 the owning of God ; and that our God is the 
ut} only living and true God : Yea, ſuch a God, to 
rhit whom it is vaſtly uaſuitable,even in the thoughts 
re) Of Mai, to comparea!l Heatheniſh Vanities, or 
L 2 PIC» 


p_ — w 


even to the contemnt of his 2\ortous Power, wi 


% _ ” : h : 
reterded Deities whorcorrr, How mar 


bak OCcurring to Man, may fit:ishe him of th 
certaintie of a judgment to come, lThavem 
(elf been jatiffied tr; the certainty of a 1 day f 


Goels judging of Mics ; {rem No conſt UEFATION ( 


the great Wickednels of me grofle Propoam ; 
And that the Omni cient ard Oats: cent 
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however He in hi wiſe ordering of ail thire 
tor his own Renatons un; thome' by fra!! Ma , 
fufkers for @ time {o far as wrerched ina't can d 


doubtleſs rcaatre 21 account of ail Actions, 
(ay, I have !2 being oretent amons ſuch le 
Companey, ( which alas! has not been at ti 
1me, nor fince my ncarts oriert trom a ris = 
Principle ) ha the full ſatisfaction of _ ce 1, 
tainty of Gud's purthins Sinners, Let 1t5 
Work, to brins our Hearts to ſuch 3 ſtay 1 
Frame, as we may fuliy ſec, that God ov 
rules the Actions of Mcn; and that he will 
His dis rime vindicate his iuſtice,vhere wret: 
ed Mankind has not a Claim to Mercy, in a 
throv91i1 (Ciritt: T And ter VS LH VC. 15 i130 No 
hat all tnblvnary Enjoyments are of no wor 
without Gods beſfing, and that fail "Janc 
propoſe x 1. Sorisfaction 1n tire enoymen 
wy thins under the Sun, exceprin2 1h th 
having their Hearts towards God, their ſeek 
with errnefineſs of tim, for Chrifts ſake Gr , 
and tineir iully endeavouring toward God 57 
Main; (059 live, as the Saviour -t $inners f h 
bo thor Purtion. I have my felt much ret jr 
oo timent the great wickedneſs of my cotl. © 
:3eart 3 yet blefſed be God, I can, an! doe © 
aſt ſomermes fav. with Reverend © Plowll 
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Dea THEOFUIL, 


5 : Im this Morning rak nem. Pcii. ig cs | 
xrels LO F SITIR A! =—__ a & hee 'F? 2 133E Part 2 
14m) thoughts, lince my aft writing, T am rat 


no Without an ſenſe «rack the ime j| m9MjoN 

eg 33 dung there, ma be Very truiy Teck n 

7. 4Mongtt what is ſvert I my inſignificant A+. 

Je: My wh ich alas Joes 1 not only with whot | < 

i, EV was's filly aud vainly do, and tnink, take 
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rake up a part, but almoſt the whole of my Lik 
vet if | could by Writ, maxe plain my Notig 
of what docs often occur to me z I am atisfie 
{ imploy much of my time worte than 1 woul 
in ſo doing, M1. Tycophil, 1 can from my FE 
perience ſpeak of the piſtraCtions of a wretche 
Heart, in poor trail milcrable Man: And 
Mok what may be tatd thereot, might not on 
2xc2ed the bounds of this Letter Hut truly wou 
offer Matter for more than either ray Time 
CHER 7 Can Comp! renend z yea th* Wictedne 
n He cart of Niat, is B9T tain: Þ , and th 
"Ot afider won thereo!, hoids turti tie Strenft 
cf that Argument 3 for the Seriprures bein 
© from men, influenced by the Spirit of God,th, 
ipeak ſo elegantly, what carnal Reaſ: 
cou never reach, "and particularly i 1n expre 
fing the dec eitfulacts of Man's Heart, as in ti 
'7en, 6, 5. Gen. 8. 21. and the 17. Jerem. : 
Sai 1ng, that 1t 15s evil, yea, only evil, and cou 
talnually evil; and that the Imaginations ar 
/o from the youth of Man; and that 1t is decet 
tul above all things, and deſperatly wicked 
who can know 1t? The due pondering wher: 
, ſhould induce to the ſerious and entire De 
endings upon our God, that He for Chriſ! 
fake, may guard us againſi every wicked Incl. 
nation, and dire& and ſtrengthen to Duty 
which Dependance, is abſolutely neceiſar te fra 
miſerabie Man : And 1t would be our work 1n 
tently, to ply the means for bringing up out 
Hearts to, and keeping them in that Duty. Out 
having che benefite of the Scriptures, 15 an ut 
vaiuabie Wiercy, but we are little earneſt, that 
God by. his 5pirit may enable us aright to row 
tne 
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them; which if we would in humility, and with 
Hearts detire, endeavour our Happinets and Ad- 
vantage tererrom, were beyond what | Can EX» 
pre(> 3 and as 10 15 our Duts to depend upon God 
tor Strens Gaia Direction 1n reaQing iis Word; 
ſo we are t 49 it, nut onls with what ferieut- 
nels at.d preiciice 0: mind we cit; but a.is [OT 
vur beiter wiertt ding mieredt., to mace wie 
of ior our afſiitance what heips we ats tryfted 
with; 1 retaember, we tave foinetimÞs wnilft 
together, beca tpcakiits3 o: tlie Notes latÞ:s 
printed with tlie Biole 5 ard a Lett tome (art? 
thereot, 21vc wut 094 2407 SrFound touch, whole 
Hearts de:ishc not 111 nt bieked Book to Cavil, 
yet as our SAviours 3crmon upun th: Mount,-15, 
what cannot be too often read, vo I have with 
jatistation read the Notes thereupon ; + ca, the 
whoic Notes upon the Evanzeliſts, wich ap» 
pears according to my Capacitv, to have been 
done by one who deſcrvedly may have the re- 
ſpect due to a wortny and ſolid 1vine. Theſe 
Notes nyon the firſt three Evangeliſts, which 1n 
appearance are the works of one Man, has many 
things deiirable ; I remember what he hs up- 
on the Frayer of the Cananiiſh waman to our 
$aviour.,ils worth our Confideration ;zand indeed 
chat 'rayer gives both Dire&ion and Encuuras- 
ment to a finner ſernble of it's Sin, in drawing 
near to god; and what the Anonator ſays tnere- 
upon, would be 1mprinted on our Hearts, he 
therein tells us three things are remarkable in; 
ner Anſwer, beſides her Faith, ſo eminently exe 
preiſed, Firſt, her Humility, ſhe owneth her 
(c)t a Dog. 21y. Her Modeſty, ſhe beggeth no 
more than a Crumb, 3ly, Her Ferveacy and 
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Wile t nm 2.thh; ir mis'thbe much ſaid there 
WPo, al went DY COmmnnmng or by Writ 


We Conn 7r 1 if 1C1VC5 yo wIra coniiderat! C6i 


TcteEu!. ard "S INC to Of means enabling ll 
It 45% a. Sore! Sh [Go {utdue he t {INC : > IC at al 
CmEes ard wil cccations, 15 ready © £0 Out Alte: 
whac 1s uralicovable inthe fight of God. And-e 


C0 10. CUP at ah proaches w him in Dat Ty, which 
Lcd reads uily tpeaxs torth the power of Cor- 
CEPTION WII us, and at times wheh We art 
JJ0uc, WHICH we ought much ty 1mprove in ſuit 
able Meditation. Alas! w_ ready are ou! 
wretched Hearts torove atter vain and unallow: 
able lmaginations. My dear 7 neephile, we art 
to confider, that whilft our Sin be our Burden, 
we have no ground to expe fre2dom from the 
power thereot : I pray God may fſtrenzthen u 
duly to examnie all our ways, which if we ſeri 
ouſly do, our Failings will be palpably oby1ous; 
and that he enable us under a due ſenic thereof 
trom our hearts, to acknowledge the tame, and 
with earneſtneſs to ſeek for Chriſts take, that we 
in every thing live, as minding we are 1n the 
pretence of God, to whom the thcughts of tic 
heart are naked and open; and ketore whe 
Tribunal, we muſt ſtand and grve an Accouni 


therefore, I am truly at this prefent, 10 full ; 
xyha 
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what think, layes open to me the vanity of al] 
earthly things; as !f my Capacity did allow of 


my expr-ffing to vou rationality, what i con- 


e1ve thereof; !t would give palpabie ground to 
belicye the folly, yoca, the madneſs tnere 1s 1N 
almoſt ail the aFtons, and ways of every matt 


And ſurely j can fav, that only in doing what 


tends ro our eternal Aell-being, 1s Man reaten- 
ible, 1s true. it 1s our Duty 1n our Stations 
© 3:2 about what we are cailed to, 1h ret :ton 


of 


tC our woridly.Bceing z but where even what :* 
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fo dyac, has not it's principal atm to the glory 
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f 5:4, and the ſalvation of our Souis, in and 
tor Clirifts ſake, it will at the rime.ot death, or 
when We Come to the true uſe of Reaton, ap- 
Pcar t be what the remembrance thereot will 
be bettzy unto us. I pray God for jeſus lake, 
may 45 away cur fintnl and wretcied Hearts ; 
and that He by his Grace, tit us tor ſuch ſwitavlie 
Meditiuion, as may by iis Bieiftins, be a mean 
enalllns us to ra live, ws Chriit- may be our 
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Poſt- ſcript, , 


Have in my laſt Letter to you, infinuat, th; 
It might be warrantably ſaid, that none ough 
to aim at an higher Station in the World 
than they are in, wherein I may appear TaXabl: 
for as there is a neceſſity of differing Station 
for the being and governing of Societies ; { 
there muſt be Changes by Death, or otherwa 
of Pcrions in thoſe Stations : and it cannot be dt 
nicd to be the Duty of every one, to endeavor 
a fitneſs tor being ſerviceable in their Gener: 


tion, 1n whatever Station Yrovidence ſhall ca 


them to ; yea I do acknowledge, there may Þ: 
Endeavours after Qualifications, with ſome Pro 
ſpe to Advancement ; but ſurel» the princip 
End in ſo doing, ought only to be God's Glo1' 
In the God of the Society : and I yet fay, hoy 
ever there may be an Obligation up5n perſon 
qualifted, not to decline their being uſctul 1 
whatever Station thev are calied to, that ut 
doubted]. their own quiet and particular, lie: 
in their neither ſecking after, nor having world 
ly Honour and Advancenient; tor there 1s nc 
little Truth in that old Saying, Rare fumant fel: 
cibius Are, And as excellent Flavel ſa.s, that 6 
wt 1s the miſeyy of the Poor 12 be neglefed of Men, | 
it 1s the miſery of the Rich to neglef God : and whl 
can be poorer then he that hath the Wcrld, and 
1ts Honours, and loves them ? And who Richer. 
then he that enjoys bur little of them, and live 
above them? And I think it may be trul+ enoug| 
laid, that not any Change to an higher $ _ 
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but alanerly their being ſerviceable to God, in 
what is advantagious to the Society they live in, 
ought to be the Aim of whatever they do, ha- 
vins tendcacy thereto, 
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